
Only You Can Prevent 
Forest Fires

James 3



James 3:1 -12

ÅTaming the tongue:

ïV.2 ïñand if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able 
also to bridle his whole body.ò

ïV.3 ïBits in the mouth of a horse

ïV.4 ïThe ships rudder

ïV.5 ïñSo also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boast of great things.ò



How do Fires Start?

ÅA Spark

ÅFlashpoint / Ignition point

ÅSomeone / Something

ÅCombating Forest Fires

ïNot always a quick fight

ïContainment is crucial.

ïFight fire with fire

ïFire destroys



Our Speech and Fire

ÅEvery argument, hurt feeling starts with a 
word

ÅEveryone has a flashpoint / ignition point

ÅNot always a quick fix

ÅContainment is crucial

ÅDamage is sometimes devastating



Gossip

ÅA conversation about the personal detail of 
other peopleôs lives, whether rumor or fact, 
especially when malicious.

ïProverbs 11:11 -13

ïProverbs 12:18

ïProverbs 17:27 -28

ïProverbs 21:23

ïProverbs 26:20 -22



Lying

ÅDishonest, deceitful, or false.

ïExodus 20:6 ïñyou shall not give false 
testimony against your neighbor

ïProverbs 12:22

ïProverbs 19:9

ïEphesians 4:25



Profanity

ÅLanguage or behavior that shows 
disrespect for God, and deity, or religion.

ÅVulgarity

ÅSwearing / cursing

ïProverbs 12:13 -14       Ephesians 4:29 -30

ïPsalm 1:1

ïPsalm 39:1

ïPsalm 17:3



Harsh Words

ÅDifficult, Severely Critical, Harsh 
Criticism, Harsh Tone,

ÅWords used inappropriately can destroy

ïProverbs 16:28 

ïPsalm 15:1 -3

ïMatthew 12:35 -36

ï2 Timothy 2:16 -17



What Can We Do?

ÅChoose not to use hurtful words.

ïPsalm 17:3

ïPsalm 141:3

ï1 Peter 3:8 -12



What Can We Do?

ÅDamaging words must be replaced with 
positive, productive words.

ïProverbs 12:18

ïProverbs 25:11 -12

ïEphesians 4:29



What Can We Do?

ÅChoose to listen more.

ïJames 1:19 -21

ïEcclesiastes 5:1 -2



James 3:13 -18

ÅPut away the things in V. 14

ÅOur speech must be:
ïPure

ïPeaceable

ïGentle

ïOpen to reason

ïFull of mercy

ïImpartial

ïSincere 



Å1 Timothy 4:12 ïñBut set the 
believers an example in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.ò

ÅColossians 4:6 ïñLet your speech 
always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how you 
ought to answer each person.ò



ñI tell you, on the 
day of judgment 
people will give an 
account for every 
careless word they 
speak, for by your 
words you will be 
justified, and by 
your words you 
will be 
condemned.ò 
(Matthew 12:36 -
37)


