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NAMIBIA 
We were very happy to have Darlington with us on our three-
week trip to Namibia, both to share the driving (800 miles, one-
way) and the teaching. Darlington went out each day after 
breakfast and spent the whole day making contacts, renewing old 
contacts and seeing brethren. I went out on some mornings and 
afternoons, but spent a lot of time preparing lessons on the 
specific problems the brethren were facing. Monday evening was 
prayer meeting, Tuesday ς Thursday evenings I taught the men 
and Linda taught the women, and Friday was singing. Each 
afternoon Linda taught the two children in the congregation and 

some of their friends. Early each morning Darlington and I were invited to give a short talk to about 30 workers of 
the camp ground / motel / conference centre where we stayed. We printed leaflets that we gave out while we were 
there and that the brethren can also use when they evangelize each Saturday afternoon. 

The first Sunday morning 
5ŀǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ Iƛƭƭέ ŀƴŘ 
preached there (and I peached there 
last Sunday morning). There are only 
two Christians worshipping there ς 
Pius and his daughter. The rest have 
gone back to the world. The other two 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
and another daughter have gone to 
live several hundred miles away where 
they are farming their traditional piece 
of land. There were, as always, several 
non-Christian adults in attendance. The problem is that most of them are living in fornication and are so far unwilling 
to repent. This time, there was another man there who was once a denominational preacher, but left because the 
denomination condoned his wƛŦŜΩǎ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊȅ. Darlington had some good studies with him, and we have hope that he 
will soon obey the gospel.  

The first Sunday I was asked to 
preach at Donkerhoek. Sadly, 
about a third of the congregation 
had fallen away since our last visit. 
Two men, who once regularly 
preached for the congregation, 
have fallen away, now believing 
that the Bible is full of mistakes 
ŀƴŘ ōƛŀǎŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ άǿƘƛǘŜέ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 
Therefore they now believe that 
everyone must follow his 
instinctive traditional knowledge 
to know right from wrong. Two of 
the women have also fallen under 
their influence. Secondly, another 
man and his family had simply 
stopped coming to worship. As an 
introduction to my lesson that 
Sunday I made a plumb line and 

used Amos 7:7 ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άplumb lineέ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾŜs whether or not we are walking 
uprightly. L ŘƻƴΩt think they had ever seen a plumb line before, so I held it up against the door and window frames of 



the school classroom where they met to show them what a good job the builders had done. I went on to teach a 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ L{ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ άǇƭǳƳō ƭƛƴŜέ. During the week Darlington and/or I spoke to 
the men who had fallen away, and Linda spoke to one of the women. (She spoke to the other woman the next 
week.) Then, on the following Sunday I again preached at Donkerhoek, a lesson based on Deuteronomy 6 about how 
to make our life a strong tower whereby we can be triumphant in our lives for God. One of the problems the 
Israelites had was that they kept befriending the world, and this is what was wreaking havoc with these brethren. 
When the first preacher started with his false teaching, the other brethren did not withdraw from him. That allowed 
him to influence the other three ς and others are also in danger. Secondly, the brethren were not dealing with the 
situation with the brother and his family who had stopped coming to worship. I encouraged the men to take 
disciplinary action against those who were not walking according to the plumb line, naming names. Thirdly the 
brethren were interested in helping a group under the control of Gospel Chariot Missions (run by institutional 
brethren).  They thought they could win them to the truth by befriending them and worshipping with them, and I 
warned them about that. Some of the brethren were not happy about that lesson and another Bible study I did 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ άǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘe house when the wife also goes out to work all day ς 
these were lessons that did not go down well with their culture. Some of these brethreƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ άaƻƳ ŀƴŘ 
Dad,έ and I felt that I was being an over-strict father at times during this visit! Fortunately, Darlington did a 
wonderful job of encouraging the brethren to do what is right, especially in the matter concerning institutionalism. 
All of us were motivated to study further about these topics and to speak strongly, yet lovingly to the brother who 
had stopped coming to worship about that issue and other issues. We rejoice to say that our brother had the 
conviction and courage to come worship the following Sunday and make a public confession of personal sin as well 
as the sin of failing to come to worship. 

It is evident to us, to Darlington, and also to Terrell 
Bunting (who travels to Namibia annually), that it would 
be good for the work there if the brethren received 
more encouragement. Therefore we asked the brethren 
if they would like for us to spend more time there in the 
new year, and they were very happy. I feel that those 
who remain have come through the fire of testing and 
have the potential to be the nucleus of a work that can 
really grow. Their interest in spiritual things is so evident 
ς even at a picnic we had together, the men sat on the 
grass with their Bibles open, discussing spiritual topics. 
We (including Darlington) plan to return to Namibia for 
another 3 weeks on 23 February. 
 
 
 

ZIMBABWE 
We want to thank you brethren for your continued help and prayers for rain. We are overwhelmed by your good 
response to the needs of our beloved brethren. This is a particularly difficult time of the year for them. Whatever 
small things they managed to grow last year are long gone, and there is absolutely nothing in the fields to eat yet 
since many only got their first good rain last week. The suffering would really be bad now if it were not for you good 
brethren. Many brethren thank God daily for you and your loving kindness. Please fervently pray for a good rainy 
season.  
There is talk about elections being held next year, and we need to also fervently pray that they will be peaceful. 
Thanks be to God that, although the first good rain of the season was very late, it was not too late for a good crop if 
the rains continue in a consistent way. The brethren are now all very hard at work in their fields. There is usually a 
break in the farm work sometime in January/February, and we hope to visit Zimbabwe at that time, depending on 
what the weather does. During the past month, Bigboy and Gumpo were very busy holding meetings at various 
congregations. Newart Ndlovu and Hlazo Moyo also worked with Bigboy and others to start a new congregation near 
Sandawana, the rural home of a Christian at Colleen Bawn. I have included a short report from Bigboy below, written 
before the meeting at Sandawana.  
 
SPECIAL THANKS 
We want to thank all of those who have contributed towards our support, prayed for us, and encouraged us during 
the past year. We give thanks to the Lord for bringing all of us through the past year and pray for Him to bless our 
work for Him in the coming year. May God be with you. In humble thanks, Les Maydell. 



DROUGHT   RELIEF   REPORT   --  DECEMBER 2010 
Make checks for drought out to me and send to: Mrs Melody Harbig, 9876 Morris Glen Way, Temple Terrace FL  33637 

There have been a few generous one-time contributions from several congregations. This has brought the need up to date, and 

words cannot express how grateful we are.  However, those of you who contribute regularly, please do not think your help is not 

needed. If will definitely be used in the new year. 

Expenses for November: 13.44 Metric tonnes maize meal @ $369/MT = $4959.36 (to be collected in Bulawayo) 
+ 23.93 MT maize meal @ $380 (to be shipped to Gwanda) = $9093.40.  TOTAL: $14,053. 
Petrol and maintenance: $2788. Bank fees: 3 wires @$45 + $45 (Zimbabwe bank commissions)   TOTAL: $17,021. 
 
Money reported last time to be used for December: $5226 (estimate). 
Extra money not needed for November due to a drop in maize meal price: $879. 
Money available for December: $6105. 
 
Money received since last report to be used for December: (estimated $18,000 needed) 
$1015 (A family, FL, July-Nov), $1000 (unknown, direct deposit, Aug.), $120 (unknown, direct deposit, July), $354 ς 
Nylstroom Church of Christ, South Africa; $37 ς P family, South Africa;  $100 ς B family, AL; $50 ς D family, FL, $1200 
ς Wilsonville Church of Christ, AL; $200 +$100 + $50 + $200 + $200 + $400 + $100 ς members at Wilsonville; $1000 ς 
Chelsea Church of Christ, AL (Oct); $50 ς F family, MO; $125 ς Kemper Heights Church of Christ, TN; $100 ς I, MO; 
$50 ς G family, AL;  $50 ς B, NM; $100 ς H family, MS; $100 ς R, MO; $1000 ς M, MO; $100 ς T family, AL; $100 ς S 
family, AL;  $75 ς G, PA; $100 ς L family, WV; $2000 ς Bagdad Church of Christ, FL; $900 ς Tomlinson Run Church of 
Christ, WV; $50 ς R family, MS; $200 ς Anon, AL; $10 ς C family, MO; $1000 ς Chelsea Church of Christ, AL (Nov);  
TOTAL: $12,236 (+ $6105 = $18,341) 
 
Money received since last report to be used for January: (estimated $18,000 needed) 
$1000 ς H, AR; $25 ς Anon, GA; $50 ς C family, MO; $52 ς C family, MO; $265 ς H family, FL; $100 ς B family, AL; 
$600 ς Riverview Church of Christ, FL; $100 ς M famly, FL; $40 ς G family, AR; $10 ς D.R., AR; $51 ς M, FL; $100 ς C 
family, MO; $50 ς W family, AL; $5500 ς South Cullman Church of Christ; $400 ς H family, MS; $4000 ς Westview 
Church of Christ, Murfreesboro, TN; $5000 ς N Terrace Church of Christ, Chattanooga, TN; $300 ς Anon., OK; $10 ς C 
family, MO.    Total: $17,673. 
 
GWANDA SOUTH TRIP REPORT  FROM BIGBOY  
 
This report covers a period where the work of the Lord was done in 
the aforementioned area from 30 October to 5 November 2010. The 
trip was done by team of 9 people,4 men and 5 women. 
TSHOKOTSHOKO TRIP 
The attendance was between 150 to 180 members. Out of the 
members 5 were baptized. The church in that area is very strong and 
will keep on praying for it to remain steadfast. However the road 
terrain is very bad. 
SIBOZA TRIP 
The meeting was very good and 200 people attended the meeting. 9 

backsliders were restored to the church and this was good news to 
all of us. We only give Glory to the Messiah for his mercy. The 
good part of it is that the restored Christians  were elderly people. 
MASHABA TRIP 
The meeting was also successful, however the attendance was 
fairly low. 
 
All in all I want to express my gratitude to you for supporting all 
these trips. I am currently receiving invitation on a daily basis from 
other churches who need to fellowship with us. 
 
Greetings to all                    BIGBOY AND URES DUBE 


