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The Family Together  ð Week 1  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together: Genesis 1:1 -5 

 

òIn the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was 

formless and void, and the darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the 

Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters. Then God said, ôLet there 

be lightõ; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the 

darkness He called night. And there was evening, and there was morning, one day.ó 

(Genesis 1:1-5) 

 

Pray together: Thanking God for His marvelous creation and for sending His only 

begotten Son who is the Light of the World.  

 

Monday  

 

Read together: Ecclesiastes 1:1 -11 

Hymn fo r the day: O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee  

 

Monotony Of Life Without God  

Life apart from God is just one big, monotonous bore. Listen to the wise man. One 

generation passes, another comes. So it has been from all time. This generation will 

pass away and another will take its place. The courses of life are inalterable. The 

sun goes up and down and a day is past. This same process occurs 7 times and 

becomes as week, a week becomes a month, a month a year, and on and on it goes.  

The hydrological cycle has been  in place almost since the beginning. Mountain snows 

melt and fill little streams, little streams empty into big ones, the big ones into 

little rivers, little rivers into big ones, and the big ones into the oceans. Oceans 

evaporate and the whole process st arts all over. Man is never satisfied. He has 

never seen, heard, felt, known all he wants to see, hear, feel, and know. There is no 

new thing; everything stays essentially the same. Life without God brings no true 

joy, but living for God does. It makes the  life worth living, the joy worth giving. It 

makes family important, the job fulfilling, even discipline appealing. Godõs life, lived 
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in Godõs way is refreshing and wonderful, always new, for it promises an everlasting 

one. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Giv e me courage to walk with God today in everything I do.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together: Genesis 13:1 -13 

Hymn for the day: Standing On The Promises  

 

Which Way Would You Go?  

God had promised Abram both an heir and an inheritance. Soon after his arrival in 

Canaan, a famine drove him to Egypt. He returned only to face a conflict with Lot 

because of the quantity of their combined goods. Abraham, in his generosity, not 

only gave up the prized portions of the land but also the possibility of making his 

beloved nephew his heir. Jehovahõs promises must have seemed distant to father 

Abram. Given his choice, which way would you go? Lot was not the only one with 

choices on this occasion.  Abraham had the right to choose his own abode without 

considering the wishes of his brotherõs son. The fact that he let Lot leave while he 

was still childless and the fact that he let Lot choose the choice land  while he took 

the leftovers  is another indic ation of the great faith of Abraham. I ask again, 

which way would you go? Every day you make choices not so unlike Abrahamõs. You 

make choices about where you will pitch your tent, choices about your education, 

your career, your companions, your abode, you r standard of living ð all of which 

have spiritual repercussions. You are deciding now which way you would have gone. 

Look at your life. Look at where you live. Look at what youõre doing. Look who youõre 

with. Look at who your friends are. Tell me. Which w ay would you have gone? Which 

way are you going? - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: May I make the right choices today . 
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Wednesday  

 

Read together: Matthew 23:1 -12  

Hymn for the day: òO Worship The Kingó 

 

The Direction of Worship  

There is more to religion  than observing certain rituals. Further, it is not a social 

occasion where people come to see one another worship and praise God. True 

worship is an adoring reverence, an intense longing of the creature for the Creator. 

Jesus sternly rebukes empty worship  and vain service in this section. The Pharisees 

bind stern discipline and impose heavy burdens, but all for show, He says. Their 

worship and service is hypocritical. They have employed theatrics as a substitute 

for praise. Worship, all of it, is God -ward, not man-ward. To go through the 

motions is repugnant to God. It neither praises God nor edifies the worshiper. òI 

despise your feast days,ó He told the people who had desecrated worship by their 

own devices (Amos 5:21). We must take care not to do the sam e today in  either our 

private or public worship. Worship is special. It must not be polluted by false 

doctrine or personal whims; but it can have all the right implements and be done 

for all the wrong reasons. True worship holds Godõs presence as special, His being 

as wonderful, His blessings as innumerable. It is personal and private, even when 

itõs done in public. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Today will be a day of true worship to God.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together: Romans 1:21-32  

Hymn for the day: òTo Christ Be Trueó 

 

How Men Leave God  

Men are not original in the way that they leave God. It happens the same way every 

time.  òThey knew Godó ð not everything about Him but enough to know better òfor 

God made it evident to  themó (v. 19) òThey did not honor Himéor give thanks.ó Men 

quit praying before they actually leave. They quit worshipping regularly. Something 

always comes up. An emergency. A convenient one. òThey became futile in their 

speculations.ó Men never just leave. They justify their leaving. They point out the 

hypocrisy of others, the nitpicking of the elders, and the  austerity of the 

preacher. They forget their accountability to God. òProfessing to be wise, they 
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become fools.ó The reprobate are always provoking their self-sufficien cy, that 

they can make it without the Lord and without the help of His people, forgetting 

that that road has been tried oft before. òThey exchangedéGod for an image.ó 

Idolatry has not ceased. Itõs just more sophisticated. Men always leave God for 

something or someone. And in order to live with themselves they make God into a 

god who smiles on their ungodliness, who gives them time to sow wild oats. Or they 

so immerse themselves in pleasure that they donõt think about God so that fun 

become their idol. Not s mart. But thereõs nothing smart about leaving God. Itõs 

folly. Itõs just plain dumb. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Give me strength today to never leave God in my decisions I make 

today.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together: John 1:1 -18  

Hymn for the day: òHe Loves Meó 

 

The Word Became Flesh  

Jesus Christ was with God in the beginning. It was by Him that all things were 

created (Heb. 11:2)  and it is through Him that all things continue to exist (Col. 1:16 -

17). What a glorious thought that the same Word became flesh and dw elt among 

men. What a grand miracle was the God -man, Jesus, that òlight that shines in the 

darkness,ó that òtrue light that lights  every man.ó What love is shown in Him, what 

mercy and grace. Godõs love for man manifested in the flesh. Jesus came to be the 

sacrifice for sin. The miracle of His incarnation, in connection with the miracle of 

His resurrection, constitutes  the whole of the redemptive process, the 

cornerstone of Christianity, the hope of heaven for His creatures. The love that is 

seen in One so mighty leaving the portals of heaven to die on a cross is beyond the 

comprehension of the most astute, beyond the dreams of the most imaginative. He 

was God; He became man. Consider that, if you will, for it is the basis of our 

salvation. Would you give so me thought to these grand themes today? Read the 

passage again. Think on the love it reports, the significance of the Gift it 

describes. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Thanking Jesus for being God and being man.  
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Saturday  

 

Read together: Revelation 1:4 -20  

Hymn for the day: òDo All In The Name of The Lordó 

 

Jesus Among the Churches  

Jesus is not disinterested in the affairs of churches. Johnõs vision of Jesus among 

the lampstands  dictating letters to the churches of Asia is testimony to His care 

for their wel l-being. He is interested in their growth. If the local church were not 

a help to the growth of the individual, Jesus would never have established it. Those 

who say they have no need of the local church, question the judgment of Jesus who 

said differently.  He is interested in their trials. Jesus is witness to the sufferings 

of saints. He has òthe keys of death and of Hadesó (vs. 18). Their trials are not 

unfamiliar to Him, but lie along a path that He first trod and blazed by His 

resurrection. He is interes ted in the preparedness. Jesus selected John for the 

purpose of equipping the seven churches of Asia for òthe things which must shortly 

take placeó (vs. 1). His precautions to prepare them is assurance that He has taken 

similar precautions for all ages. He  is interested in their loyalty. òHe has made us 

to be a kingdom, priests to His Godó (vs. 1). His interest in our affairs is just cause 

for Him to expect our sincere interest in His purposes. Jesus stands among the 

churches today watching, helping, and ho ping that weõll be faithful. Let us as 

soldiers take courage from His presence. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Pray for the Trenton church to grow in spirit and number and faith.  
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The Family Together ð Week 2  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read Together: Isaiah 59:1 -2 

Hymn for the day: Did you repent, fully repent  

 

Nothing Between Us?  

If anything at all stands between us and the fullness of our Fatherõs fellowship, 

the removal of that hindrance ought to be a matter of great concern to us. On any 

scale of importance or urgency, our relationship to God must rank first. If weõre 

cut off from Him, how can we concentrate on anything else? It is sin, of course, 

that alienates us from God. We can be thankful that by the atoning death of His  

Son, God has made it possible for us to be forgiven. By virtue of His Sonõs death 

for us, He is able to justify us without being unjust Himself (Romans 3:26). But 

God has moved as far in our direction as He can without overriding the freedom of 

our will. As things stand now, the next move is ours. The process of reconciliation 

cannot even begin until we openly acknowledge, without excuse, that we NEED to 

be forgiven. And Godõs requirement of repentance (Luke 13:3) means that we must 

make a radical turn, no t just feeling sorry for our sin but actually committing 

ourselves to its removal from our lives. We canõt have our sin and be forgiven of it, 

too. In Isaiahõs day, the spiritual conditions in Jerusalem were deplorable. 

Continuing to practice flagrant sin,  the people still came to the temple to worship. 

But their sins, unacknowledged and unrepented of, stood between them and God: 

òWhen you spread out your hands,ó God said, òI will hide my eyes from you; even 

though you make many prayers, I will not hearó (Isaiah 1:15). The problem lay not in 

Godõs inability to forgive but in their unwillingness to repent. So Isaiah said, òThe 

Lordõs hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot 

hear. But your iniquities have separated you from  your God; and your sins have 

hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.ó Who among us can read these 

words and not think of penitent steps that we need to take so that God can show 

His love to us? ð Gary Henry  

 

òNothing has been capable, dear Lord, to hinder you from being all mine, neither 

heaven, nor your divinity, nor the gibbet of the cross; grant me the grace, that 
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nothing may hinder me from being all yours, to whom I owe myself both for 

creation and redemptionó (Lucy Herbert). 

 

Pray together : Dear Father help me to repent fully of my sins and cease from its 

power. 

 

Monday 

 

Read together: John 3:1 -15  

Hymn for the day: òCome To Jesus Todayó 

 

òHow Can These Things Be?ó 

Nicodemus was himself a teacher of the Jews (see vs. 10), one who instructed  

people in the law; and  yet he had the same difficulty many people have today ð a 

failure to differentiate between the physical  and the spiritual. Jesus talked with 

him about the new birth, one that would make entrance into the  kingdom possible. 

òMarvel not,ó said the Lord, òfor you see the effects of things without seeing the 

things  themselves; just as you see the effect of the wind, you will see the effect 

of the new birth.ó Nicodemus had some things to recommend him and the Lord 

knew it. It was for that reason that He  took some time explaining things to him.  

Nicodemus was humble. The key to all learning is the humility to expose your 

ignorance openly. It  is never out of order to say òI donõt know.ó Itõs the pathway by 

which you are apt to find out.  Nicodemus was interested. He had seen the miracles 

of Jesus and knew that no ordinary man could  do them. He was interested in this 

new kingdom and asked about it. We know he asked because the  narrative says, 

òJesus answeredéó Nicodemus learned. At the end of Jes usõ life Nicodemus, along 

with Joseph of Arimathaea,  courageously took the body of Jesus to the tomb.  We 

can learn spiritual truths if we are humble and interested enough to ask.  - Dee 

Bowman 

 

Pray together: Help me to be humble in my spirit today, interested in the power of 

God today and willing to sacrifice all for Jesus.  
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Tuesday 

 

Read together: Mark 1:14-20  

Hymn for the day: òInto Our Handsó 

 

Fishing For Men  

òCome after Me, and I will make you become fishers of men,ó was Jesusõ invitation 

t o the sons of  Jonah. Curious isnõt it that Jesus should call fishermen to preach 

His gospel? Maybe not. Fishing for men  is not so unlike seeking Godõs gilled 

creation.  Fishing takes patience. Sometimes you catch a boat load, like on the day 

of Pentecost. O ther times  you only catch one, like the Ethiopian nobleman. Still 

other times, you donõt even get a bite. One thing is certain. Youõll never make a 

catch until you throw out your line.  Fishing takes persistence. You may return to 

the same hole a dozen time s before you make a catch.  Sometimes a stormy day 

causes one to bite who only ignored your efforts when the sun was shining.  People 

like are fish are different, unpredictable. You just have to keep coming back until 

theyõre hungry. Thereõs at least one significant difference between catching fish 

and men. When fishing for men, you  never do catch your limit. Thereõs always more 

fish in the sea. Too many in fact. Too many to be sitting  in the boat playing with 

our tackle. Letõs go fishing! - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: I want to be a fisher for the Lord. Give me strength today to share 

thy word.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together: Proverbs 3:9 -12  

Hymn for the day: òOur Father And Our Godó 

 

Giving God Our Best  

True honor is never cheap. If itõs legitimate honor, itõs never accorded without a 

price. òI will not give that which costs me nothing,ó said David (2 Sam. 24:24). Few 

things are more precious than true honor.  The Lord will not take second place, nor 

should He. He is God, the Almighty, the Creator, the  Sustainer of life, the Giver of 

all there is. We should honor Him in the highest way we can ð with òthe first 

fruits,ó not the leftovers. The highest honor we can bestow on Him is to give Him 

the best of all that  we have ð our substance, our talent, our time, our en ergy.  Nor 

should we be displeased with the Lordõs chastisements. To receive them 
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appreciatively and with  confident resignation is a sure sign of honor. Did our 

parents not chasten us, and for our good? Correction  is part of love, a vital part. 

The chasteni ng of the Lord is a sure sign of His interest and concern for us, of  His 

desire to make us into all we have the potential to be. This canõt be done without 

some advice, some instruction, even some rebuke. We honor Him when we accept it 

willingly.  Let us honor God in our lives today. Let us begin by giving Him first place 

and let us not despise His  chastenings when they come, knowing they are for our 

good. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: I will put God first in everything I do today and honor Him.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together: Ezekiel 33:1 -7  

Hymn for the day: òWatch And Prayó 

 

Watch And Pray  

Ezekiel was a watchman himself (3:17). He returns to that idea and implores the 

people to set before  them a watchman. Two things are implied in the concept of a 

watchman. Fir st, he must watch, an  indication that danger may be present. Second, 

he is a watch man, indicating tha the work is not for a  novice. Ezekiel warns about 

the seriousness of being a watchman. If he is not diligent and watchful, the  

disaster which befalls the  people will bring disaster to him (vs. 6).  Our Elders 

watch for our souls. They are commanded to òtend the flock of God which is among 

youó (I Pet. 5:2). Elders are those who òwatch for souls, as those that must give an 

accountó (Heb. 13:17). We need to h eed the advice of our watchmen. If they warn 

us and we hear, allõs well. If we donõt hear and heed their warning, they will not be 

charged, for they have done their work; but we will be lost for not  listening to 

their warning.  There is a real sense in whic h all of us are watchmen. We watch for 

one another, encourage and edify  one another on account of our common enemy. To 

watch out for someone is to love one another; to love  one another is to watch out 

for one another. Letõs do it! - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray togeth er: Bless our shepherds as they watch out for our souls. Help me to be 

a watchman. 
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Friday  

 

Read together: Psalm 1  

Hymn for the day: òMore Holiness Give Meó 

 

The Blessed Life  

The first Psalm is a bit of a paradox. It sounds more like the Proverbs and ot her 

wisdom literature than  poetry. But, at the same time, you could not write a more 

fitting introduction to the Psalter. In a book of  songs and prayers intended for 

worship to God, Psalm 1 first settles the matter of who is worthy to come  into His 

presence. It depicts the kind of life necessary for true worshippers ð the blessed 

life.  The right attitude. You canõt have the right attitude towards good things when 

you donõt have the right attitude toward evil things. Since the blessed man doesnõt 

want to end  up in the seat of the scornful,  he stays as far away as possible from 

the counsel of the wicked and the path of sinners. That also keeps  him closer to 

God. The right conduct. The secret of the blessed life lies in verse 2: delight and 

meditation in the wo rd of  God. We donõt have the right to expect Him to listen to 

whatõs on our mind when we have not read and obeyed what has been revealed 

about His.  The right influence. A firmly planted, fruit -bearing, prosperous tree 

stands as a testimony to the  world of what faith in God can produce. But the 

wicked are useless chaff, separated from what is truly  valuable, blown by the winds 

and whims of worldliness.  The right destiny. How foolish that some believe in a 

destiny without a destination. The Lord knows  the way  of the righteous because it 

is His way. Those who seek their own path to God end up lost.  - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Let me today have the right attitude, the right conduct, the right 

influence to show others the right destiny.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together: Matthew 1:18 -25  

Hymn for the day: òHark! The Herald Angels Singó 

 

The Day God Became Man 

In connection with the resurrection, the birth of Jesus is the most significant 

event in all of human  history. The narrative you have just read tells u s in brief, but 

powerful terms how God became man.  Joseph was told, òfear not to take unto thee 

Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the  Holy Spirit.ó How 
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thrilling that God became man.  òAnd she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call 

His name Jesus, for He shall save His people from  their sins,ó the angel further 

stated. Could there be a more important event in all history? What a hearld  was 

the angel on that day! God became man that He might do for man what he could not 

do for hims elf.  Oh, blessed thought!  Notice, further, that all this was done in 

fulfillment of prophesy, particularly Isaiah 7:14. Listen to its  assurance, hear its 

promise: òthey shall call His name Emmanuel, which is being interpreted, God with 

us.ó Jesus became a man, and fulfilling all prophesy, became our sacrifice on the 

cross to procure our  salvation.  Special days are important to us, none more special 

or more important than when the Son of God  became a man that He might redeem 

us from our sins. Let us serve Hi m diligently today, let us love Him  supremely, let us 

accord to Him the highest honor, for He it was who died for our sins.  - Dee 

Bowman 

 

Pray together: Thank you God for Emmanuel.  

 

Memorization challenge:  

 

 Help me to learn the books of the New Testament  

 

1. Matthew  

2. Mark  

3. Luke 

4. John 

5. Acts  

6. Romans 

7. 1 Corinthians 

8. 2 Corinthians  

9. Galatians 

10. Ephesians 

11. Philippians 

12. Colossians 

13. 1 Thessalonians 

14. 2 Thessalonians 

15. 1 Timothy  

16. 2 Timothy  

17. Titus  

18. Philemon 

19. Hebrews  

20. James 

21. 1 Peter 

22. 2 Peter  

23. 1 John 

24. 2 John  

25. 3 John  

26. Jude  

27. Revelation 
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The Family Together ð Week 3  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Proverbs 4:1-9 

Hymn for the day: Take time to be holy 

 

Practical Pointers From Proverbs  

òGet wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of 

my mouth. Forsake  her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall 

keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing;  therefore get wisdom: and with all thy 

getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee:  she shall bring 

thee to honor, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give thine head an ornament 

of  grace: a crown of glory shall she deliver to theeó (Proverbs 4:5-9) 

 

Solomon, the great herald of Wisdom, tells us why we should make her our 

companion today: 

Å òShe shall preserve theeó ð She keeps you from sinking when youõre in over 

your head. 

Å òShe shall keep theeó ð She shows you where to build fences to prevent you 

f rom trespassing.  

Å òShe shall promote theeó ð She makes the young man wise beyond his years 

and the old man  wise beyond his time.  

Å òShe shall bring thee honoró ð Fame is the prize of those in the news; honor 

is the reward of  those in the right.  

Å òShe shall crown theeó ð Victory is her promise. Maybe not today. Maybe not 

tomorrow. But  someday. Guaranteed. Get Wisdom. She is manõs best friend. 

- Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Let me seek the wisdom of God this week in my life . 
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Monday 

 

Read together: Hebrews 2:9 -18  

Hymn for the day: òWonderful Story of Loveó 

 

The Price Of Salvation  

You cannot reflect long on Godõs redemptive scheme without wondering with David, 

òWhat is man that You are mindful of him?ó God has made man His occupation. All 

creation, even the angels, serves some role in Godõs plan to save sinners. God has 

spared no expense. The sun, the moon, the stars sing to us of His glory. The birds, 

the beasts, the teeming seas all declare  the Makerõs praise. The seed, the plant, 

the flower, the fruit all tell the tale of His providence. There are  still other 

productions ð the craft of spirit -beings who arrange the sets and work behind the 

scenes ð the  effects of which we witness but the operations of which are still a 

mystery.  In a single day you will pass a thousand vistas, and hear a thousand songs, 

and be told a thousand  tales all with the singular purpose of producing in you a 

single impression: God has been mindful. And all  these spectacles of nat ure are 

orchestrated to make mindless men mindful of God.  Were Godõs investment in our 

salvation limited to these countless expressions of His care, it would be  enough. 

Enough to attract our attention. Enough to prod our amazement. But not enough to 

save. It took  another investment. It took a Son. It took a cross. It took a tomb. It 

took Jesus.  It took all creation and Godõs only Son to redeem sinners. It took the 

best. It deserves our best in  return.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Thank you God for your pre sence in the world and your presence in 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together: James 3:1-12  

Hymn for the day: òLet the Beauty of Jesus Be Seenó 

 

Speech Patrol  

My reading habits have changed over the last six months. Where Readerõs Digest 

and the sports  section once cluttered our coffee table, a new monthly magazine 

now sits: New Baby. I found this quote in  an article a few weeks back. òYou spend 

the first two years of your childõs life teaching them to talk and the next sixteen 

trying to get them to be qui et!ó Tongue trouble is, in face, a lifelong struggle. You 
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never reach the age or level of maturity where you  have completely conquered it, 

for òno man can tame the tongueó (vs. 8). Anyone who thinks otherwise dangerously 

underestimates its power and potent ial. Solomon said that death  and life are in its 

hand (Proverbs 18:21) and that the one who guards his mouth is able to keep his 

whole soul from trouble (21:23).  The first twelve verses of chapter three make up 

Jamesõ sermon on the tongue. It is a subject he introduced in chapter 1 saying, 

òeveryone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to angeró (Vs. 19) and òif 

anyone thinks himself to be religious and yet does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his own heart, this manõs religion is worthlessó (vs. 26). This section first 

appears to be a lesson for teachers: let not many of you be òmastersó (KJV), for 

few  can master the tongue. But the applications reach to include anyone who 

speaks. David referred to his mouth as the òdoor of my lipsó (Psalm 141:3). More 

often than not, it needs to be  shut.  - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Lord, teach me to use my mouth for your glory today.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together: Proverbs 3:21 -26  

Hymn for the day: òThere Stands A Rockó 

 

No Fear  

No Fear. I see that logo everywhere. Especially on the automobiles and t -shirts and 

ball caps of young  people. I detest it. It seems arrogant to me. It depicts a life of 

frivolity, an attitude of carelessness, a  foolish daredevil posture toward life and 

toward authority.  The wise man describes the only life that is without fear. It is a 

life of wisdom and discretion. Wisdom  consists of information about what is right 

and just to do and about what is to be avoided. Discretion  equips a man with the 

ability to discern that what is per missible is not always practical, that what is 

lawful  is not always expedient. This pair of virtues provides a twin -edged sword for 

cutting to the heart of  difficult decisions.  Observe the foes that wisdom and 

discretion will conquer. Fear of falling ð òyour foot will not  stumble.ó Fear of 

conscience ð òyour sleep will be sweet.ó Fear of financial disaster ð òdo not be 

afraid of  sudden terror.ó Fear of enemies ð òdo not be afraid of trouble from the 

wicked.ó Trouble is a guarantee for life under the sun. Th e wise man admits this in 

our reading. He says, òDo not be afraid of troubleéwhen it comes.ó Trouble, with a 

capital T, will come your way. But wisdom and  discretion will prevent you from being 

the source of it, will help you to provide a solution to it, a nd give you a way to 
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navigate through it with no reason to fear it for òthe Lord will be your confidence.ó 

- Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Give me courage today to live without fear; let me live with faith in 

my heavenly Father.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together: James 3:1-12  

Hymn for the day: òLove One Anotheró 

 

A Small Package  

When you think about all the organs and muscles that make up your body, the 

tongue seems rather  insignificant. òYet it boasts of great things.ó The two 

examples that James uses indicate that a little can do a lot. Even children can 

guide the  direction of a horse when they have control of its mouth; for a little bit 

goes a long way. And a captain can steer a massive ship through the winds and 

waves of a storm with a small rudder. He overcomes t he elements by controlling 

that little device.  òThe tongue is a small part of the bodyó (vs. 5). So donõt let it 

deceive you. Donõt underestimate its potential for good. Silence is not always 

golden. There is a time to speak  (Ecclesiastes  3:7), a time to u se the tongue, a time 

to unleash its power and influence for productive things in the  kingdom. It is true 

that Jesus said, òBy your words you will be condemned.ó But it is just as true that 

He said, òBy your words you will be justifiedó (Matthew 12:37). Donõt underestimate 

its potential for evil. How tragic when we use it to tear down instead of build  up, to 

hurt instead of heal, to make war instead of peace. Weõve heard a lot recently 

about òweapons of mass destruction.ó Perhaps the biggest one is in the mouth.  As 

Wordsworth observes, òwe rule irrational animals with a bit, how much more ought 

we to be able  to govern ourselves.ó If you canõt, your religion is worthless. - Bubba 

Garner  

 

Pray together: Help me Lord to use my tongue for praise today.  
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Fri day 

 

Read together: I Kings 3:3 -15  

Hymn for the day: òPsalm 19ó 

 

The Greatest Choice Of All  

When I was a small boy we played a game called òthree wishes.ó We took turns 

telling what we would  wish for. A silly kidõs game? Maybe. Read on. The Lord 

appeared to Solomon, son of David and heir to his fatherõs throne, and said, òAsk 

what I  shall give you.ó Solomon could have asked for riches, fame, or power, but he 

didnõt. He asked for wisdom. òWisdom?ó you ask, òhow strange.ó But wisdom is the 

most basic of all manõs needs, for man is the only part of Godõs creation made with 

the freedom of choice, and making good choices is what wisdom is all about.  

Wisdom is the ability to apply what you know to a set of circumstances so as to 

achieve the best end  for all conce rned. Wisdom is the need of parents, of children, 

of employers, of rules and those ruled.  Wisdom means making good choices, choices 

where everyone involved benefits.  The wisest of all human choices is the choice to 

serve God. Itõs wise because it means we will receive  

forgiveness of sins if we obey Him; itõs wise because it means we will become more 

like Him if we serve  Him; itõs wise because we will be rich beyond our dreams when 

we receive that eternal crown at the end  of matters. What other choice makes any 

sense? Ask God for the wisdom to choose well. It is the richest and choicest of all 

Godõs blessings. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Teach me Lord to ask for wisdom and the wisdom to choose well.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together: Matthew 3:13 -17  

Hymn for the day : òTell Me The Story Of Jesusó 

 

The Baptism of Jesus  

The baptism of Jesus was like no other baptism. Jesus did not require it, as John 

pointed out, because  Jesus was not a sinner. So why was He baptized? òTo fulfill all 

righteousness,ó Jesus Himself explained. Jesusõ baptism fulfilled Johnõs ministry. 

The descent of the Spirit at Jesusõ baptism was a sign to John that Jesus was the 

Christ. It was a sign to the prophet that he should decrease and Jesus increase. It  

constituted the inauguration of Jesusõ earthly ministry.  
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Jesusõ baptism was an endorsement of Johnõs work. Had Jesus not submitted to 

Johnõs baptism, His rebuke of the Pharisees who rejected Johnõs baptism and 

teaching would have had no impact. The  connection between John as forerunner 

and Jesus as the coming king was made clear to all.  Jesusõ baptism identified Him 

with sinners. He was not a sinner, but He received a sinnerõs cleansing as if He 

were. He took upon Himself the appearance of a sinner in anticipation of His taking  

away the sins themsel ves. His baptism was a foreshadowing of His death, burial and 

resurrection of which  our own baptism is a pattern.  Thus it was fitting for Jesus to 

be baptized. It was a fitting end and beginning. It was a fitting seal for  John and 

disavowal of His opposers . And it was a fitting sign of Jesusõ mission. It fulfilled all 

righteousness.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together:  Thank you God for your Son. Thank you Jesus for your baptism and 

what it means to me.  
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The Family Together ð Week 4  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read Together Proverbs 4:23 -27 

Hymn for the day: Open My Eyes That I May See  

 

Practical Pointers From Proverbs  

òKeep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Put away 

from thee a forward mouth, a nd perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes 

look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of 

thy feet, and let all they ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to 

the left: remove they foot from eviló (Proverbs 4:23 -27)  

 

Hereõs a good sermon from Solomon, and sound advice for the assembly: 

 Keep your heart ð No seed can survive the heart thatõs full of weeds. 

 Watch your mouth ð A òforwardó mouth is a crooked one. Ever notice how 

ugly your mouth looks when you say ugly things?  

 Open your eyes ð Donõt be distracted, and donõt go to sleep. Will the Lord 

give attention to those who yawn in His presence?  

 Look where youõre going ð Worship must be directed to the throne. It wonõt 

arrive there accidentally.  

 Stay on course ð Keep your mind between the ditches of indifference and 

excessive enthusiasm.  

 Get Wisdom. Bring her with you to worship.  

- Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Help me to be in the spirit today on the Lordõs day. 
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Monday 

 

Read together James 3:1 -12 

Hymn for the day: òWonderful Story of Loveó 

 

Fired Up  

òThe tongue is a fireó (vs. 6). And gossip is just like a good fire. It sometimes 

begins innocently, even accidentally. There is a theory that the great Chicago fire 

of 1871 started when a cow kicked ove r a lantern. òBehold how great a forest is set 

aflame by such a small fireó (vs. 5). All it takes is one careless match, one slip of 

the tongue, and a whole community of people can be brought down. It spreads 

rapidly. It doesnõt take long for a flickering flame to become a raging inferno. And 

gossip catches on even quicker. You may not be able to control what other people 

are spreading around, but you can be the one who keeps it from going any further. 

The righteous do not òtake up a reproach against a friendó (Psalm 15:3). Itõs one 

thing to not pass it on; itõs quite another to not even listen to it. It is difficult to 

extinguish. It starts easily, but have you ever tried to put one out? You might be 

able to correct the matter with people you told. But how will you ever track down 

the people they told, and the people they toldé Its damage is usually irreversible. 

Itõs impossible to put back together a home destroyed by fire. What about taking 

back the words you used to burn someone else? You can apologize, b ut your mouth 

has already spoken that which fills your heart. The tongue is òthe very world of 

iniquityó (vs. 6). Thatõs putting it mildly. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Lord, I will use my mouth today to only praise you and give honor to 

You. 

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together Luke 6:12-19  

Hymn for the day: òRoom In Godõs Kingdomó 

 

The Twelve Apostles  

Consider the twelve men Jesus chose.  Simon ð impetuous, impulsive, impertinent 

Peter. There is room in the kingdom for the extrovert.  Andrew ð went back to 

bring his  brother, Peter. There is room for the second fiddle.  James & John ð 

cousins of Jesus who sought chief seats. There is room for the overly ambitious.  

Philip ð made the simple reply to doubting Nathaniel, òCome and see.ó There is room 
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for simple men.  Bartho lomew ð likely the Nathaniel whom Philip brought. There is 

room for the honest skeptic.  Matthew ð a publican, an office despised b his 

countrymen. There is room for the outcast.  Thomas ð the doubter. There is room 

for those with imperfect faith.  James ð called òthe lessó likely because of his 

youth. There is room for the young.  Simon ð member of a militant Jewish 

nationalistic sect. There is room for the misguided.  Judas ð called Thaddeus, of 

whom the gospels record only his naïve question. There is room fo r the  ignorant.  

Judas ð the betrayer. There is room even for the betrayer, except the 

unrepentant one.  All these men were under construction at the time Jesus called 

them. There is room in the kingdom for  men like them who are willing to become 

what the Lo rd can make of them.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Let me find my place to do the most for the kingdom of my God. 

Help me to see there is room for me.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together James 3:1-12  

Hymn for the day: òTake My Life, and Let it Beó 

 

Self Destruction  

The trouble with the tongue is not just that we use it to hurt one another. Itõs 

that we end up hurting  ourselves even more. The inevitable result of all lying, 

gossiping, slandering, and cursing is death by our  own poison. òThe tongue is set 

among our members as that which defiles the entire bodyó (vs. 6). Donõt believe the 

old adage about sticks and stones. Words will harm you. In a matter of seconds, 

they can crumble  reputations that took years to build. They have the power to 

separate intimate friends,  destroy influence,  and bring about any manõs demise. 

And if somehow you escape life unscathed by your words, donõt count on the Lord 

letting them slip by. Jesus said that òevery careless word that men shall speak, 

they shall  render account for it in the d ay of judgmentó (Matt. 12:36). òThe tongue 

is a restless eviló (vs. 6). The word restless denotes instability, a result of 

blessings and cursings coming from the same mouth. Nature will not allow a 

fountain to bring forth fresh and bitter  water or a fit tr ee to produce olives. 

Neither will it allow those made in the image of God to use their  tongues for both 

good and evil. Such inconsistency is a self -destructive sin.  But the one who does 

not stumble in what he says is a òperfect manó (3:2). He is complete, lacking 
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nothing, attaining his true purpose. And he has probably bitten a hole through his 

bottom lip.  - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Create in me a new heart to speak kind things to others.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together Nahum 1:1-10  

Hymn for the day: òPrepare To Meet Thy Godó 

 

The Lord Will Have His Way  

Itõs a terrible mistake to think the Lord God will not vindicate Himself. His 

character demands it. If  God were to tolerate evil and not punish it, He would be 

only slightly different than His creatures. Paul  said, òBehold the goodness and 

severity of Godó (Romans 11:22). For God to be good, He must also be  severe. 

Nahum warns us about this side of Godõs nature. He is òslow to anger,ó he says, but 

just as He has His  way with nature, He will have His way when He  metes out His 

indignation against ungodliness at the end  of things. He is a ògood stronghold in the 

day of trouble,ó but He will òwith an overrunning floodó devastate His enemies when 

all is said and done.  Make no mistake about it, there will be a time of  judgment, a 

time when He who was the Savior will  come as the Judge. And there will be no 

excuses then, no òreasonsó for evil, no òreasonsó for excesses, no òreasonsó for 

disobedience of any kind.  òGod is jealousó (vs. 2) says that He will not tolerate 

competition. You either serve with all your  whole being or you donõt serve at all; 

there is no middle ground.  Even though itõs hard to do, take a little time today to 

consider the severity of God. Think for a few  minutes about His judgment and how 

it will be with you when that time comes. Such thinking may make  you a better, 

more dedicated person.  - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Make me know the judgment of my Father and my God.  
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Friday  

 

Read together Ruth 1:1-18  

Hymn for the day: òA Beautiful Lifeó 

 

The Story of Ruth  

The book of Ruth is like a rose among thorns, an oasis of refreshment in a parched, 

deserted land.  Ruth is a testimony to the possibility of living a godly life in an 

ungodly generation. She lived in  the time of the Judges when everyone di d òwhat 

was right in his own eyes.ó Not so Ruth. She was an exception. She proved that we 

can be exceptions.  Ruth is a tribute to the enthusiasm of first generation 

believers. Her faith was simple. Her  affection is genuine. Her devotion is absolute. 

She doesnõt know that sheõs not supposed to believe. Ruth is a model of the worthy 

woman. Put her in any age. Place her in any culture. Shoulder her  with any burden, 

and sheõll bear it with courage. She is the picture of unassuming, unpretentious, 

unsoiled virtu e. Women in our age would beautify and beatify themselves by 

following her lead.  Ruth is an OT example of the Good Samaritan spirit. She, an 

outsider to the covenant and an  enemy of Israel, showed unexpected kindness to 

another in need. She went beyond wha t justice required,  and operated on the 

principle of mercy. It is the better way. It is the Saviorõs way. Ruth is easy to 

read, easy to love, but hard to follow. Blessed are the ruthful.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Thank you Lord for the example of Ruth.  May her life be an example 

for my life today as I show your beauty in my life.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together Mark 16:14 -16  

Hymn for the day: òThe Gospel Is For Alló 

 

The Good News About Salvation  

òGospeló means ògood news.ó It heralds some great new happening. In todayõs 

reading we are told how the resurrected Jesus appeared to the disciples who had 

been told  of His resurrection and didnõt believe it. Seems that problem still exists 

today. òLord, who hath believed our report?ó (Isaiah 53:1). It is sad indeed that, 

after all He has done for man, he still rejects Him.  The gospel is not restricted to 

one race or class of people; itõs for everyone, Jew and Gentile, black and white, 

male and female. The reason is simple: everyone needs it. Itõs everyoneõs ògood 
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news.ó The gospel is the good news about salvation. It is to be believed and obeyed. 

Those who reject it will  be lost (Mark 16:16). Paul says of that gospel that òit is the 

power of God unto salvationó (Romans 1:16). He told the Corin thians it was the 

means òby which ye are savedó (I Corinthians 15:1-2). It concerns the Son of  God, 

born of the seed of David, declared the Messiah by the resurrection from the 

dead (Romans 1:3-4). If you suddenly found a cure for cancer would you make it 

available to as many as possible? Surely  you would. The gospel treats the most 

deadly disease of man ð sin. The gospel is available for all and  many donõt yet know 

it. Will you not tell it today?  - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Make me a mouth piece today to tell people the good news of Jesus.  
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The Family Together ð Week 5  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Isaiah 59:1 -2 

Hymn for the day:  

 

Nothing Between Us?  

If anything at all stands between us and the fullness of our Fatherõs fellowship, 

the removal of that hindrance ought to be a matter of great concern to us. On any 

scale of importance or urgency, our relationship to God must rank first. If weõre 

cut off fr om Him, how can we concentrate on anything else? It is sin, of course, 

that alienates us from God. We can be thankful that by the atoning death of His 

Son, God has made it possible for us to be forgiven. By virtue of His Sonõs death 

for us, He is able to j ustify us without being unjust Himself (Romans 3:26). But 

God has moved as far in our direction as He can without overriding the freedom of 

our will. As things stand now, the next move is ours. The process of reconciliation 

cannot even begin until we openl y acknowledge, without excuse, that we NEED to 

be forgiven. And Godõs requirement of repentance (Luke 13:3) means that we must 

make a radical turn, not just feeling sorry for our sin but actually committing 

ourselves to its removal from our lives. We canõt have our sin and be forgiven of it, 

too. In Isaiahõs day, the spiritual conditions in Jerusalem were deplorable. 

Continuing to practice flagrant sin, the people still came to the temple to worship. 

But their sins, unacknowledged and unrepented of, stood b etween them and God: 

òWhen you spread out your hands,ó God said, òI will hide my eyes from you; even 

though you make many prayers, I will not hearó (Isaiah 1:15). The problem lay not in 

Godõs inability to forgive but in their unwillingness to repent. So Isaiah said, òThe 

Lordõs hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot 

hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have 

hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.ó Who among us can read these 

words and not think of penitent steps that we need to take so that God can show 

His love to us? - Gary Henry  

 

òNothing has been capable, dear Lord, to hinder you from being all mine, neither 

heaven, nor your divinity, nor the gibbet of the cross; gran t me the grace, that 
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nothing may hinder me from being all yours, to whom I owe myself both for 

creation and redemptionó (Lucy Herbert). 

 

Pray together: Give me courage this week to mold my life to the love of God.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together: Exodus 33:7 -11  

Hymn for the day: òHow Long Has It Been?ó 

 

Knee Mail  

We live in a communication age. Cellular phones, pagers, and wireless E -mail have 

made their way  into our lives ð in the car, in the restaurant, the elevator (even the 

worship service!) Communication is th e bedrock of any relationship; itõs how we stay 

connected. Businesses collapse, marriage crumble,  friendships die without it.  Why 

is it that we see its importance in every relationship but the one with God? We 

ought to strive  for the same connection that M oses had with Him. òThus the Lord 

used to speak to Moses face to face,  just as a man speaks to his friendó (vs. 11). 

Just consider what He has already communicated to you. A message 1,500 years in 

the making,  preserved through every generation. Do you thin k it is enough to utter 

a few trite phrases in response?  Youõve stayed up all night on the phone, when was 

the last time you stayed up all night on your knees?  He has given everything. How 

can we get by giving nothing?  Aristotle is known to have said that a friend is òone 

soul in two bodies.ó Perhaps he borrowed that idea from the great friendship 

passage: òthe soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of Davidó (2 Samuel 18:1). How 

can we expect to have such a relationship with God when we donõt stay in touch 

with Him, when we  donõt share ourselves with Him, when we donõt pour out our 

hearts to Him?  Thereõs no communion with God without communication. - Bubba 

Garner  

 

Pray together: Lord, today I will make you my constant friend and companion.  
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Tuesday 

 

Read together: Ephesians 5:1-8  

Hymn for the day: òPurer In Heart, O Godó 

 

A Plea For Purity  

It is too easy to be bad in our day. There is no shame in ungodliness. Impurity is 

flaunted, applauded,  and praised as normal ð as American. There is no stigma 

attached to sexual perversion. Tolerance is the  supreme virtue in our times. There 

are few social consequences to be suffered from indulging your  appetites. We live 

in an age when it is more socially acceptable to live together than to smoke a 

cigarette.  What are we to do?  Keep our innocence. òBe followers of God as dear 

children.ó If itõs not fit for the childrenõs eyes, ears, and tongue, itõs not fit for 

your own. Watch our motive. òWalk in love.ó Love has an evil twin called Lust. They 

sometimes look the  same and feel the same. True love is moral and intellectual at 

its base. It performs not what feels right but what  is right.  Ask, òWhat price?ó 

The Devil sells his wares at seemingly bargain prices. Men donõt consider that they 

cheapen Christõs blood by their indulgence. òChrist also has loved us and given 

Himself.ó Let then not be named. Fornication, uncleanness, and covetousness are 

dirty words. They describe  dirty deeds. We have heard them too often for too 

long. They are not fitting for saints.  In an a ge of easy sin, we need to build fences 

for ourselves ð high fences, broad fences ð that keep us  from wandering into 

dangerous territory.  - Jason Moore  

 

Prayer together: I promise to make my mind pure for you today, Lord.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together: Proverbs 5:15-20  

Hymn for the day: òBlest Be The Tieó 

 

Private Property  

There are some things that are not to be shared. The sexual relationship of man 

and wife is one. It is  for them alone. The wise man pictures it euphemistically as a 

private well or cistern.  Most wells in ancient cities were public domain. There were 

too rare to be owned privately. So the  wise manõs image suggests what a privilege 

and rich blessing the union of man and wife is. The marriage  bed is their wonderful 

oasis and one that unlike the public cistern is peculiarly their own private drink.  To 
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open the cistern to strangers is to spoil the fountain, to pollute its waters, and to 

spill its streams  into the streets. It renders the giver a betrayer of secrets and 

the taker a thief for having s tolen a drink  from that which belonged to another. 

There is no pretty picture of adultery. It is the worst kind of  trespassing. There is 

no way to soften the sin of unfaithfulness. It is the most heinous kind of lie, the 

most contemptible violation of trus t.  But how charming is the picture of the secret 

well that is enjoyed by the man and woman joined by  God. How romantic is the rural 

image of the stone well and wooden bucket from which only two lips dare  to drink. 

Be sure and post by yours a sign with larg e letters, easy to read, òLet your fountain 

be blessed,  and rejoice with the wife of your youth.ó - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Make my love for my family with the will of my Father.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together: Habakkuk 3:17 -19  

Hymn for the day: òHigher Groundó 

 

Real Faith  

What is faith? Is it trusting in God? Precisely. But itõs trusting in God not just 

when the barn is full but  especially when the barn is empty.  Whatõs faith? Is it 

believing God answers your prayers? Yes sir. But itõs still believing when His answer 

is, òNo,ó or òNot yet,ó or when His answer is not forthcoming. Explain faith. Is it 

obeying God? Certainly. But especially is it obeying God when there are  

consequences to suffer, enemies to face, storms to weather, and when you walk the 

path way of duty  alone. Faith? Is it attending the services? Surely. But also 

attending the services when another venture  competes for your attention and 

perhaps when brethren pay you no mind.  Faith. How do you measure it? By the 

dollars you place in the collec tion plate? Perhaps. More so  when you like the widow 

give from your poverty.  What is real faith? The prophet said that the test of real 

faith is that itõs still there when spring never comes, when the harvest fails, when 

the land is barren, when the stalls  are empty and the well is dry.  When life is void 

of all comfortable reasons to believe, and faith persists, you know youõve got it. 

Thatõs hard. Thatõs real hard. Thatõs faith. Real faith. Itõs the real thing. - Jason 

Moore  

 

Pray together: Lord, give my m ore faith today.  
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Friday  

 

Read together: Romans 16:1-16  

Hymn for the day: òA Beautiful Lifeó 

 

A Golden Deed  

In the final chapter of this great epistle, Paul sent some greetings to the members 

of the church in  Rome. They are not the people who would make u p the All -star 

Team; for most of them, itõs the first and last time theyõre ever mentioned. But 

they are mentioned nonetheless. In some way, small only in their  own eyes, they 

contributed to the cause of Christ.  The kingdom of God cannot thrive without 

tho se who enter the stage, play their part, and then quietly  exit. They go about 

their work without much fanfare, seeking only the approval of God. They donõt feel 

like theyõve done much, but they have captured the attention of heaven and will 

have their name s mentioned in the Lambõs book of life. Phoebe, òa helper of many.ó 

Paul asks the Christians in Rome to receive her, as she was probably  delivering the 

letter to the church. She had long come to the assistance of her brethren, a 

servant in the  truest sense  of the word.  Priscilla and Aquila, who òrisked their own 

necks.ó The image is that they put their heads on the chopping block, ready to 

sacrifice their lives for life eternal.  Tryphaena and Tryphosa, òworkers in the 

Lord.ó You just have to think that these two tried really  hard. And what about 

Persis, òwho has worked hard in the Lord,ó and Rufus, a òchoice man in the Lord.ó 

Can you think of a better commendation?  Theyõre all heroes in my book. May God 

increase their tribe.  - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together : Thank you God for all those people of God who left me example to 

follow.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together: Matthew 10:24 -33  

Hymn for the day: òEach Step I Takeó 

 

Courage For The Disciple  

It is the discipleõs aim to imitate the Masterõs life. But following His cue means 

inheriting His  reproach. If men possessed the gall to persecute the Master, they 

will not leave His servants unattended.  But take courage. There is assurance for 

the disciple who suffers reproach.  The sufferings of the saints will not go 
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unnoticed. Itõs a promise. òThere is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and 

hidden that will not be known.ó The Lord keeps an eye out for His own. The worst 

of all fates is the least of all worries. Itõs a promise. Even if the life of a disciple is 

snuffed out because of his testimony of the gospel, he has merely hastened his 

reward. òAnd do not fear those who kill the bodyébut rather fear Him who is able 

to destroy both soul and body in hell.ó The least of disciples is of more value than 

the least creature.  Yet even the most common of them  is not forgotten. Not even 

one sparrow among a thousand òfalls to the ground apart from the Fatherõs will.ó If 

the sparrowõs fall gains His notice how much more the passing of the faithful? To 

know the Savior is to be know n of Him. òItõs a promise.ó òWhoever confessed Me 

before men,  him I will also confess before My Father.ó I have one difficulty with 

these assurances ð how easy is our cross. Makes me nervous about our  service when 

we encounter so little resistance.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Give me strength to trust in your protection; patience to wait for 

my hope; and love to live in the shadow of the Son of God.  

 

MY CHALLENGE FOR NEXT WEEK:  
During the course of next week I will  

 Send a card to someone who is not able to get out for services tomorrow;  

 Call a friend of mine and invite them to services;  

 Pray for those families we support in preaching the gospel throughout the 

world;  

 Read my Bible every day;  

 Be kind 
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The Family Together ð Week 6  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Proverbs 14:14 -16 

Hymn for the day: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  

 

Practical Pointers From Proverbs  

òThe backslider in heart will be filled with the fruit of his ways, and a good man will 

be filled with the fruit of his ways. The simple believes everything, but the 

prudent gives thought to his steps. One who is wise is cautious and turns away from 

evil, but a fool is reckless and careless.ó (Proverbs 14:14-16) Three good rules to 

apply to your listening: 1. Keep worki ng. The backsliderõs bucket is filled too early, 

but a good man is not content until heõs digested what heõs heard. 2. Watch your 

step. Donõt leave your bible study to the preacher. The simple believe every word ð 

check it for yourself. 3. Check your pulse . Donõt hasten to put the worst 

construction on what is said. You have no right to disagree until youõve first 

understood what is said. Get Wisdom. Sheõll help your hearing. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Make my path to be full of activity, awareness and w isdom. 

 

Monday 

 

Read together Ephesians 5:21 -33  

Hymn for the day: òGod Give Us Christian Homesó 

 

How Submission Honors God 

Although this section of Scripture is meant to teach lessons about the church (vs. 

32), it has one overriding sentiment, submission.  òSubmitting yourselves to one 

another in the fear of God,ó it says. In the rest of chapter five and into chapter 

six, he cites the areas of this submission.  Wives are to submit to their husbands. 

Godõs law of order was set forth at the beginning (See I Cor. 11:2). The husband is 

to be the spiritual head of the house. The wife is to be his òhelp meet.ó In 

connection with her salvation she has no higher calling. The husband is to submit to 

the role God has assigned. He is to see that the family is what it ou ght to be; this 

begins by loving his wife as he ought, in the same way that Christ loved the church 
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and gave Himself for it. Husbands are to submit to their role as fathers. Itõs the 

responsibility of fathers to nourish their children, bring them up in the  admonition 

of the Lord. To fail to do so is to fail to submit to Godõs law. Children are to submit 

to their parents. Loving father and mother is the beginning of that submission. 

Children are to respect and honor them, as they would God. They do so òthat it may 

be well with thee.ó Let each submit himself to his role and things will go well. - Dee 

Bowman 

 

Pray together: Help my family mold itself into the image designed by God. Help me 

as a man to take my place; as a woman to take my place; and as a child t o serve God 

in my home. 

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together Genesis 19:1-26  

Hymn for the day: òTrust And Obeyó 

 

Salt of the Earth  

Jesus referred to this account with a simple statement, òRemember Lotõs wifeó 

(Luke 17:32). Notice  that He didnõt have to say, òRemember Lotõs wife, the one who 

became a pillar of salt.ó They knew her story. They may not have known her name, 

but they knew her lot in life. Still, they continued to turn back  from God. In 

reflecting on this story, Jesus wanted them to remember that:  God does not ask 

the impossible. There was nothing too difficult about what He commanded Lotõs 

family. òEscape for your life! Do not look behind youó (vs. 17). That was simple and 

straightforward,  without room for misunderstanding. He didnõt require them to do 

something they were incapable of  doing. His commandments do not create burdens, 

they lift them.  God does not give partial credit. Lotõs wife almost got it right. She 

escaped for her life, she left the  city, but she looked back and became a pillar of 

salt. With God, there is no such thing as partial  obedience; to obey in part is to 

disobey. You canõt pick and choose parts of His law and discard the rest. Do it all or 

you have done nothing at all.  God does assess punishment on those who disobey. 

She became a pillar of salt. This woman  became a testimony to all generations of 

what happens when you disobey the commandments of the Lord.  òIt is our business 

to see that we do right. God will see that we come out rightó (Donald Barnhouse). 

In  due season. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Teach me to follow all your will today as an example of true salt.  
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Wednesday  

 

Read together Proverbs 6:20 -23  

Hymn for the day: òBe With Me, Lordó 

 

Pondering A Proverb  

Proverbs teach us general truths about life. They are stated in memorable  ways; 

sometimes they are  subtle, sometimes brutally frank. The section we have just 

read is right to the point and deserves our  careful attention.  Ideally, fathers and 

mothers give instructions intended for the good of the children, so those  

instructions are to be regarded highly. He charges that they are to be bound to 

the heart of the child and  tied about his neck, an obvious reference to making sure 

the instructions are near when theyõre needed. When Jesus was tempted, He 

answered each of Satanõs temptations by saying, òit is written.ó He had the word 

available when the situation called for it.  Solomon says that if that word is near, it 

will keep you, no matter the circumstances. He further states  that òit will talk with 

thee,ó indicating that His word is proper fodder for contemplation. Right thinking  

produces right actions, for òas a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.ó He then cites 

the affectivity  of the word in three figures, each beautiful in its own right: He 

says it is a  lamp, to light our way. It is a light, furnishing the illumination need to 

work and worship. It is a reproof,  giving the proper discipline so that we stay 

straight.  It is a proper proverb to ponder, donõt you think? - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Guide my life by thy word, O God th at I may think in right ways as I 

am guided by your word.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together Psalm 8  

Hymn for the day: òAll Things Praise Theeó 

 

Star Search  

Some have speculated that Psalm 8 was used in nightly temple worship. The 

congregation may have looked into the heavens and sung, òWhen I consideréthe 

moon and the stars, which Thou hast ordainedó (vs. 3). The starry sky is still a 

source of contemplation and instruction.  God is. Have you ever looked at a sunset 

and heard someone say, òI donõt know how anyone can see that and not believe in 

God?ó Thatõs because the heavens are telling the handiwork of their Maker. There 
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can be no design without a Designer, no order without an Orderer, no creation 

without a Creator. These  things are òclearly seenó (Romans 1:20). Man seems rather  

small in comparison. When you consider the arrangement of the universe itõs easy 

to think youõre insignificant in the grand scheme of things. òWhat is manó (vs. 4) 

that God has show  favor to Him? That Hebrew word for man means òfrail man,ó 

describing his weakness in his own eyes.  But man is greater than matter. He is the 

climax of creation. He has been made a little lower than  the angels, crowned with 

glory and majesty, made to r ule over the very moon and star s that first caused  him 

to conte mplate his role. The mountains, the seas, the animals are all majestic in 

their own way, but  they are not made in the image of God.  What response should 

this evoke in him? Not pride, not ambition, not arrogance. Humility. òO Lord, our 

Lord, how excellent i s THY name in all the earthó (Vs. 9). The glory goes back to 

God. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Give me a humble heart to see your greatest in your Creation.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together Numbers 22:21 -35  

Hymn for the day: òIn Heavenly Love Abidingó 

 

Lesson From A Donkey 

We donõt often think about Godõs grace being expressed in discipline. We usually 

think of Godõs blessings in a positive fashion when we think of grace. But sometimes 

God shows favor to man when He  disciplines. He did in the case of Balaam.  Balaam 

was behaving stubbornly ð so stubbornly that God used his donkey to rebuke him. 

The alternative to the donkeyõs reproof of Balaam was for the angel to slay the 

disobedient prophet. Yet God  in His grace spared his life and used the occasion to 

teach Balaam a needed lesson. The Apostle Paul learned this same lesson when he 

prayed three times for the Lord to remove his  òthorn in the flesh.ó The response 

came back from the Lord, òMy grace is sufficient for you.ó This thorn in the flesh 

which was a curse to Paul was actually a gift of Godõs grace to keep Paul òfrom 

exalting  himself,ó from losing his humility. You may run into some walls today or 

come across some bumps in the road or some blockade to your  path. Donõt be overly 

sensitive to such hindrances t o your progress. We have no revelation from donkeys  

or from men to guarantee that our trouble is divinely sent. But there are certainly 

some difficulties we will  encounter that are the product of our Fatherõs gracious 
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discipline. Donõt despise such lessons. Theyõll keep you in the right path.  - Jason 

Moore  

 

Pray together: May I learn today the bounty of your grace; in all of the challenges 

of the day.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together Matthew 26:47 -56  

Hymn for the day: òI Gave My Life For Theeó 

 

Jesus: Provision Of  God For Man 

The story of Jesus is the most pensive and poignant story of all time. It is filled 

with joy and pathos,  joy and sadness, defeat and victory. In it is the joy of our 

salvation, the assurance of our victory, the hope  of our souls.  The story her e is 

sad, because Judas comes and betrays the Lord by, of all things, a kiss. Jesus is 

led away as if He were a common criminal. Peter strikes the servant of the high 

priest, cutting off his ear.  Jesus rebukes the action, stating it interfered with the 

plan of God for manõs redemption in accordance with the scriptures.  Perhaps the 

saddest thing of all is that òall the disciples forsook him, and fled.ó Jesusõ purpose 

for coming is predicted in Isaiah 53. òYet it pleased the Lord to crush Him; He 

hath put  Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall 

see His seedéHe shall see of the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied: by His 

knowledge shall My righteous servant justify many  for He shall bear their 

iniquitiesó (vss. 10-11). Godõs goodness is indescribable, His mercy unfathomable, 

His grace incomprehensible. He g ave His Son and His Son gave His life. òBut all this 

was done that the scriptures of the prophets might be  fulfilledó (Matt. 26:56). 

Think some today about the noble sa crifice Jesus made on your behalf. It will do 

you good. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Father, help me to see your love for sending your son; his love for 

dying for me.  
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The Family Together ð Week 7  

Daily Devotions For The Family  

 

Sunday 

 

Read together  Proverbs 14:17-21 

Hymn for the day: Have Thine Own Way  

 

Practical Pointers From Proverbs  

òA man of quick temper acts foolishly, and a man of evil devices is hated. The 

simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. The evil bow 

down before the good, the wicked at the gates of the righteous. The poor is 

disliked even by his neighbor, but the rich has many friends. Whoever despises his 

neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.ó (Proverbs 

14:17-21) 

 

Work on the se and youõll be wise today: 

Á Be peaceable. Those soon angry are foolish. Peacemakers are most like the Son. 

òThey shall be called sons of God,ó Jesus said. 

Á Be inquisitive. Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is an acquired appetite. 

Work at it, becau se òthe simple inherit folly.ó 

Á Be good. It may not seem so from the headlines, but the evil will someday òbow 

before the good.ó In fact, òevery knee shall bow, and every tongue confessó 

before the good God.  

Á Be merciful. Know someone who needs a friend? Don õt ignore them ð he that 

despises his neighbor sins. Get Wisdom. And character will follow. - Jason 

Moore  

 

Pray together: Let my worship today show me the path of wisdom.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together Titus 2:11 -14  

Hymn for the day: òAmazing Graceó 

 

Being Gracef ul 

Amazing Grace is probably the most well known hymn of our time. It was written by 

John Newton, whose life story is summarized on his tombstone. òJohn Newton, 
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once an infidel, a servant of slavers in Africa, was by the rich mercy of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach 

the faith he had long labored to destroy.ó What is it that makes grace so amazing? 

The source. It is the ògrace of God.ó It was God who so loved the world that He 

gave His only begotten S on (John 3:16). It was God who make Him who knew no sin 

to be sin on our behalf (2 Corinthians 5:21). It was God who found us dead in our 

sin and made us alive together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5). Faith, repentance, 

confession, and baptism are all eternal ly important. But they mean nothing without 

grace, the gift of God. The accomplishment. òThe grace of God has appeared, 

bringing salvation.ó Grace is truly amazing, because of what it delivers ð 

forgiveness of sins, redemption, pardon, justification. All w ho are searching for 

lifeõs eraser or rewind button need look no further. The scope. òBringing salvation 

to all men.ó It becomes more and more amazing when you consider that grace can 

save even òa wretch like me.ó No matter who you are or what youõve done, there is 

no sin so great that it cannot be covered by the grace of God. You know the song; 

do you know the Savior? - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Thank you Father for your mercy and grace.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together John 1:43 -51  

Hymn for the day: òWho Will Follow Jesus?ó 

 

Jesus Calls 

Jesusõ calling of the apostles is interesting. He called all kinds of men, unlikely men. 

He called fishermen, a tax collector, even an insurrectionist. With these few 

simple men he òturned the world upside down,ó with the message of the Lord. 

Todayõs reading tells how He called Philip and Nathanael. Itõs an interesting story 

because of what you can read between the lines. Philip followed without question. 

There was no excuse, no turning back to get something left behind, no waiting until 

it was more conveni ent to do so. He was called and he went. òPhilip found 

Nathanael.ó His first thought was to find one whom he loved and share with him 

the good news. He òfoundó Nathanael indicates there was some inconvenience in 

doing so; but he was willing to do whatever was necessary to find him and tell him 

what he had found. Philip shared the good news. He said, òweõve found the one who 

was promised by Moses and the prophets, weõve found the Messiah.ó He was not 

ashamed of what he had found, but excited about it. Nathan ael was somewhat 
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dubious it seems. òCome and see!ó Philip said. We need to be like Philip. We need to 

follow no matter what; we need to find those whom we love and introduce them to 

the Savior; and we need to share the good news whenever and wherever we ha ve 

the opportunity. Will you do it today? - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Give me the courage to share the good news of Jesus today.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together Revelation 1:1 -3  

Hymn for the day: òGive Me The Bibleó 

 

Overcoming Revelation  

òWhat is the book of Revelation about? The Lord and the devil get into a fight. The 

Lord winsó (Joe Wiltshire). I donõt mean to oversimplify one of the more difficult 

books of the Bible, but if we can just remember that simple summary, we can 

better grasp its meaning and its m essage to every Christian. Revelation is a New 

Testament book about Jesus Christ just like Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It 

contains letters to the New Testament churches just like Romans, Corinthians, 

Galatians and Ephesians. The difference is that it is written in a style of literature 

called apocalyptic. This type of writing tells the future using signs, symbols and 

visions. We can understand the book of Revelation. It is a message from God 

written in a special code to His people who were suffering perse cution. His purpose 

was not to cover up the truth but to unveil and reveal it, as the name of the book 

suggests. The early Christians would have been very familiar with all of the imagery 

and symbolism, but the enemy, were it intercepted, would not be able  to 

comprehend it. As with every inspired book, we must be careful not to take it out 

of context and apply it apart from its original audience. But we can take comfort in 

knowing that the same message of victory in Jesus to the 1 st  Century Christian is 

available in the 21st Century and beyond.  Let us read, hear and heed the things 

written in this book (1:3). - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Thank you God for victory in Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 



38  | P a g e 
 

Thursday  

 

Read together Jeremiah 10:1 -10  

Hymn for the day: òFather I Adore Youó 

 

Idols Of Our Age  

It is a marvel that men even served idols. It is even more a marvel to read of the 

distinguished believers who fell prey to the folly of idolatry. Even Solomon, the 

wisest man of his age, succumbed to the practice. Men of lesser  wisdom should 

take warning and observe the idols of our day. Myhobby. He is the god of leisure. 

The god of simple pleasures gone to seed. The vestigages of his worship are the 

deer lease, the fishing boat, the woodshop, the golf course, the latest compute r 

upgrade. There is nothing wrong with leisure, but we live in a time when folks are 

fat with leisure while their religion is anorexic.  

Morestuff. He is the god of things. Bigger barns. Better cars. Louder speakers. 

Clearer pictures. Faster hard drives. The evidence of his duping of mankind is 

excessive credit. Men are slaves to indebtedness. They work not to share but the 

meet their minimum monthly payment. They have not the time or the means to 

invest in heavenly treasure because men cannot serve two ma sters. Imbusy. He is 

the god of the jet set, a people who are preoccupied with their own schedules. 

There is no nobility in being so busy that there is no time for God, for worship, for 

family. Good intentions wonõt do. Thatõs the reason men worship idols. They expect 

less of you. Theyõll settle for excuses. Jehovah expects the best of your time and 

your person, not the leftovers, not lame sacrifices. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Teach me to keep my eyes on eternal things and serve only God.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together I Samuel 17:41 -52  

Hymn for the day: òSoldiers Of Christ, Arise!ó 

 

You Can Slay A Giant 

It is sad indeed that this great story has been relegated to the little peopleõs 

classes. It has such important information for people of all ages ð certainly for the 

little people, but for the big people, too. Let me give you three quick things to learn 

from Davidõs battle with the Gathian Giant, Goliath: David went and did what he 

could with what he had. He quickly saw that he could not use a kingõs armaments, 
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but he knew for a certainty how to use a shepherdõs sling. The moral? Take what 

you have and put it to work in the kingdom. You, too, can slay a giant. David put his 

trust in God, not menõs equipment. òThis day the Lord will deliver thee into my 

hands,ó he told the giant. The sooner we see that we are incapable of doing what 

we need the sooner we will put our trust in God. We should not turn to Him as a 

last resort, but, like David, as a first one. David decided what he needed to do and 

then did it enthusi astically. The scripture says, òDavid hastened, and ran to meet 

the Philistine.ó There was no hesitancy, no waiting around. When he decided what 

God wanted him to do, he want and did it. Trust God. He will overcome. Spend no 

time on manõs methods or manõs plans; they donõt work well. But Godõs never fail. 

Slay a giant today. You can do it. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Help me to be a worker in the kingdom of God with my talents.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together Luke 19:1 -10  

Hymn for the day: òSeek Ye Firstó 

 

A Wee  Little Man  

The meeting of Zaccheus and Jesus is one of my favorite in all the Bible. The 

lessons abound. Jesus sees the little people. Zaccheus was a wee little man. He was 

small in the eyes of the multitude who saw his occupation and knew of his wealth 

and so despised him. But he was not too small for Jesus to see and for Jesus to 

visit. Jesus knows our names. Zaccheus knew who Jesus was. Everybody did. How 

surprised he must have been to have Jesus address him! How surprised we might 

be to know how often weõre on Godõs mind. In 

fact weõve been on His mind since before time began. Jesus watches for those who 

are looking for Him. The multitudes came to see Jesus, but Zaccheus went farther. 

Perhaps we should take warning when weõre only willing to go as far as the majority 

to see Jesus. Zaccheus went farther and Jesus found him. Jesus walks with those 

who suffer for Him. The crowd spoke disparagingly of Zaccheus, but also of Jesus. 

òHeõs gonna eat with a sinner,ó they said. Their criticism became Zaccheusõ cue to 

unashamedly confess his resolve to fit himself for the Masterõs company. Deserved 

or not he took the rap and suffered loss for the sake of Jesusõ reputation. Jesus is 

not ashamed to call such sinners His own. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Thank you Lor d for saving me from my sins.  
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The Family Together ð Week 8  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together (Acts 1:1, 14, 22 -24, 33, 36)  

 

The Beginning of Proclamation  

òWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. Peter, 

taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them, ôMen of 

Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God 

with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your 

midst, this Man, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to 

death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it 

was impossible for Him to be held in its power. Therefore having been exalted to 

the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the 

Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. Therefore let 

all the house of Israel know for certain that  God has made Him both Lord and 

Christ ð this Jesus whom you crucified.ó (Acts 1:1, 14, 22-24, 33, 36)  

 

Pray together: Thank you Father for Jesus of Nazarene.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together Revelation 6:9 -11  

Hymn for the day: òGod Will Take Care of Youó 

 

Wonders  Never Cease 

òHow long, O Lord?ó was the wondering of the persecuted saints. Wasnõt God aware 

of what was happening to His people? They were being arrested, convicted, and 

banished from the synagogues and cities. There were beaten, shot through with 

arrows , and tortured. Some were enclosed in sacks full of scorpions and poisonous 

snakes. Others were covered with fresh animal skins and thrown to wild dogs. Still 

others were nailed to a cross. Nero was known to have burned them at the stake to 

provide light d uring his nightly garden parties. They must have thought, òGod is no 

where.ó Revelation was written to assure the, òGod is now here.ó He has not lost 

control but still reigns from His mighty throne. Even when the opposition possesses 
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some authority, they a re never more powerful than He who spoke them into 

existence. There will be times when you ponder, òwhere is God?ó When the wicked 

prosper and righteous suffer, when a baby dies or a teen is taken in the prime of 

life, when it seems the scales of justice a re weighed against us. In all that appears 

unfair about life, remember that the Lord is still on His throne. He has not 

abandoned His children but is patiently working a plan whereby everything will be 

made beautiful in His time. He is now here. We havenõt heard the last of these 

souls under the altar. At the end of the book, they come to life and reign with 

Christ (20:4). Such is the hope for all who put their trust in Him. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Give me strength today to have trust in you, Father;  no matter how 

difficult life can be.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together Ephesians 6:5 -9  

Hymn for the day: òTake My Life, And Let It Beó 

 

Somebody Is Watching  

This reading comes in the context which was begun in 5:21, òsubmitting yourselves 

to one another in the fea r of the Lord.ó It has to do with people submitting 

themselves to their various roles. In this section Paul encourages servants and 

masters about their roles. In essence, he says: Serve even if nobodyõs looking. We 

donõt perform our service just to be seen, but because we have agreed to it. Our 

agreement is with God. We agreed to serve Him, so we best do it. And not òjust to 

be seen of men,ó either. Remember, God has an all-seeing eye. Proper service to 

men is tantamount to serving God. Verse six, again, pl ease. We donõt do it with 

mere eye-service, but òdoing the will of God from the heart.ó That means when we 

serve, we are doing His will, not just the will of our employer. And we do it from 

the heart, with good conscience. Such service is necessary for the  boss, too. òDo 

the same things to them,ó he says. Right is right, if you are the boss or the lowest 

man on the payroll. True is as true for the boss as for the employee. After all, they 

have a Master to whom they must give an account; and it isnõt the board of 

directors, itõs God almighty. Man is responsible to God for his actions, no matter 

his situation in life. Even when nobodyõs looking. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Make me a shining light in school or in my job today for Jesus 

Christ.  
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Wednesday  

 

Read together Proverbs 11:23 -28  

Hymn for the day: òDo All In The Name Of The Lordó 

 

Practical Advice For Today  

Wisdom demands adherence to truth; and truth runs through all areas of life. It 

takes truth to have a truly happy life, to maintain a sweet spir it, to entertain the 

highest hope. Wisdom and truth are connected so that what is true may be wisely 

used. òThe desire of the righteous is only goodó is saying that righteous people 

seek only good. òThe expectation of the wicked is wrathó speaks to the destiny of 

one devoted to evil. Notice that both òdesireó and òexpectationó are cited. 

Together, they form hope. The righteous person has the hope of good to come, the 

wicked may expect only wrath. Solomon says the person who distributes to those 

who have needs will be made full himself, while those who withhold from the needy 

will be cursed by the people on account of his stinginess. Those who put confidence 

in riches are apt to fall into a snare, for òriches make themselves wingsó (Proverbs 

23:5). On the oth er hand, the person who trusts in righteousness will be paid a 

dividend far above this worldõs riches. Finally, the wise man states who is really 

wise; wise above the wisest. Says he, òhe that winneth souls is wise.ó It is a 

superior thing to win those to the Lord who might not have come otherwise. A wise 

man will not withhold from them that choicest of all blessings. Think about these 

things today: wisdom, riches, souls. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Make me wise today in the will of God.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together Joel 2:28 -32  

Hymn for the day: òJesus Is Callingó 

 

The Promise Fulfilled  

This passage is special because it was the theme taken by Peter on the day of 

Pentecost when the first gospel sermon was preached. It was a prediction that was 

to come true on  this special day, a day when the kingdom of God came with power. 

It is a microcosm of Godõs plan of salvation. First, it predicts Godõs outpouring of 

the Spirit through the apostles. This outpouring is certainly seen in the miracles at 

Pentecost (cf. Acts  1:2-4). The apostles spoke in tongues they had not learned. 
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When the people were astonished at that, Peter assured them saying, òthis is 

thatéó and he quotes Joel 2:28. Second, it was not just the signs that bore 

testimony to the outpouring of the Spirit.  The apostles òbegan to speak as the 

Spirit gave them utteranceó (Acts 2:4) so that all present heard òin our own 

languages the wonderful works of Godó (Acts 2:11). Third, the fulfillment of the 

promise in Joel 2 is wonderful beyond our dreams. òI will pour out of my spirit on 

all flesh,ó it stated. Peter said, òFor the promise is unto you and your children, and 

to those who are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.ó Those 

whom He calls are those who òcall upon the name of the Lordó (Joel 2:32, Acts 

2:39, Acts 22:16), be they Jew or Gentile. This is a wonderful promise, its 

assurance a hope to cherish today. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Help me to do all things in the name of Jesus today.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together Revelation 17:1 -14  

Hymn for t he day: òStand Up, Stand Up For Jesusó 

 

Not So Little Lamb  

The Lord goes to great lengths to describe the enemies of the Lamb. A sea beast 

who has ten horns, seven heads, the body of a leopard, the feet of a bear, the 

mouth of a lion (13:1 -10). A land beast who speaks as a dragon and makes fire come 

down out of he aven (13:11-18). A great dragon who, with one swipe of his tail, swept 

away a third of the stars of heaven (12:3 -4). And a woman on a scarlet beast, 

holding a golden cup full of her immoralities and abominations. Reminds me of some 

wise advice; ònever get in a fight with ugly people, they have nothing to lose.ó Of 

course, these descriptions are figurative, but imagine what they figure! Power, 

authority, influence, experience. Who are we going to send to fight them, who will 

be able to withstand them, who wi ll deliver us from their grasp? òThese will wage 

war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of 

Lords and King of Kingsó (vs. 14).  

 

You have your own battles to fight. Your own beasts, monsters, and giants. Some 

addicton, some anxiety, some temptation. All of us wage war against the devil and 

his devices. But he seems pretty small next to the Lamb of God. For He has already 

crushed the head of our enemy and sounded the victory with His blood. I want to 
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be on His side. òThose who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.ó 

Are you with the Lamb? Or are you with the dragon? - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Thank you Father for the victory in Jesus Christ.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together Matthew 28:1 -10  

Hymn for the day: òChrist Aroseó 

 

He Is Risen!  

We revere those òthree little words:ó I love you. Some say these are the most 

beautiful in any language. Not so. The three most beautiful words ever to fall from 

the lips of any being were stated by the angel on Christõs resurrection morning: òHe 

is risen!ó The significance of that statement is astounding and powerful. It speaks 

to our needs, states our hope; it powerfully expresses our expectations. If òHe is 

risenó is so, then who He was is so. If òHe is risenó is so, then what He said is so. If 

òHe is risenó is so, then there is a heaven and a hell, a God and a devil, a good and a 

bad. If òHe is risenó is so, our salvation is more than a mere dream, but a very 

possible reality. That means we can entertain the thought of the resurrect ion of 

the body with great anticipation and inexpressible joy. If òHe is risenó is so, it 

behooves us to listen carefully to the words of that resurrected One when He said, 

òNot everyone that calleth Me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

but he that doeth the will of My Fatheró (Matthew 7:21). Thatõs serious, folks. He 

indeed is risen. We can trust what He said, put our total confidence in His 

promises. Take those three little words with you today and let them ring in your 

heart several tim es as you go along. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Today I will think of the wonderful words, òHe Is Risen.ó 
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The Family Together ð Week 9  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Proverbs 22:1 -3 

Hymn for the day: Tell me the story of Jesus 

 

Practical Pointers from Proverbs  

òA good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than 

silver or gold. The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the maker of 

them all. The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but t he simple go on and 

suffer for it.ó (Proverbs 22:1-3) 

 

Three points to determine your bearings today.  

òA good name is better than riches.ó So what if the world doesnõt know you. The 

Lord does. òThe rich and poor meet together.ó The only thing of real value that any 

man possesses is his soul. Your soul is the only thing in this life you have to lose, 

and the only thing you can be assured of keeping. òA prudent man forseeth the 

evil.ó Wisdom is the ability to see the end of a thing from the beginning. The fool 

canõt see that trouble is around the corner. He never considers the consequences 

before he acts. Get Wisdom. Sheõll keep you on track. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Teach me this week to see the importance of wisdom in all my 

decisions that I make.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together: 2 Corinthians 6:14 -7:1  

Hymn for the day: òI Walk With The Kingó 

 

Clash Of Cultures  

The questions that Paul posed to the Corinthians concerning their response to their 

culture still need answering in our time. In view of the promised all iance with the 

just God ð òI will dwell in themó ð what partnership do we want with lawlessness? In 

consideration of the promise of divine company ð òI will walk among themó ð who 

would dim the brightness of His light by fellowship with darkness? In the fa ce of a 
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God who came to adopt us as children ð òI will be their Godó ð who would prefer to 

Belials and false gods who make promises which they cannot keep? In view of divine 

election ð òthey will be My peopleó ð who would elect to be in the company of 

unbelievers who question and even mock Godõs initiatives in redeeming man? The 

questions are easily posed and easily answered. In spite of their ease, they are 

seldom considered and often ignored. Ask them today. Answer them in the choices 

you make as you interact with our culture. Remember who you are. òHaving these 

promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and 

spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.ó - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Give me strength today to remain unde filed from the influence of 

the world.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together Revelation 20:11 -15  

Hymn for the day: òTake My Life, And Let It Beó 

 

The Day of the Lord  

There was a misunderstanding among the early disciples about Christõs Final 

Coming. I guess there still  is. Some thought that Jesus would return immediately 

after His ascension. When that didnõt happen, they began to wonder whether He 

would return at all. Peter said that mockers would come saying, òwhere is the 

promise of His return? All continues just as i t was from the beginning of creationó 

(2 Peter 3:4). Perhaps the Christians were afraid God had forgotten His promise to 

judge the world, to punish the wicked and rescue the righteous. This revelation 

assured them otherwise. Since God is still reigning, ju dgment is still certain. There 

has been a lot of talk the last few months about the United States òbringing the 

terrorists to justice.ó I hope that we do. But even if they continue to escape our 

military, I have more confidence in another day of reckoning.  òThe great and smalló 

will be brought out of the rocks and hills and other hiding places and will be judged 

òaccording to their deeds.ó I have heard that in the margin of his bible, next to 

this passage, Martin Luther wrote, òBorn once, die twice. Born twice, die once.ó The 

lake of fire, the second death, awaits those who have not obeyed the Gospel of 

Christ. But for those who have been born again, resurrected to walk in newness of 

life, they need not fear death at all. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Lord come today. 



47 | P a g e 
 

Wednesday  

 

Read together Proverbs 11:29 -31  

Hymn for the day: òWhat Shall It Profit A Man?ó 

 

A Wise Manõs Portfolio 

You can try to say something well, or conjure a precept to live by, and always find it 

said better in the Proverbs. It is a sham e that this reservoir of wisdom is drawn 

from so infrequently and that men stop only for a sip but not to drink deeply for 

strength to continue on their journey. Quench your thirst on the words of the wise 

man today. Make an investment in home improvement.  Some houses collapse for 

neglect. Some are left in shambles by abusive tenants. But the occupants of both 

houses inherit the same fate. The wise man said, òHe who troubles his own house 

will inherit wind.ó Theyõre both rendered homeless. Make an investment today, not 

in your house, but in your household, in your home and family. It will pay off big. 

Invest in a lost soul today. Time spent in teaching the gospel is the sole investment 

in this life where a man suffers no loss of capital. Even if the gospel i s rejected 

you win because youõve reminded a man of his accountability to God. That glorifies 

God. òHe who is wise wins souls.ó Remember that every man receives a return for 

his investment in this life. Men donõt stop to consider that the nature of God 

demands His response to sin. God could not be good and do nothing about sin. The 

righteous will be rewarded. It is a certainty. And if their fate is certain then òhow 

much more the wicked and the sinner!ó - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Let me work today to bui ld up my family to be holy.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together Revelation 2:10, 21:1 -4, 22:1-5  

Hymn for the day: òWhen We All Get To Heavenó 

 

Looking Through  

Jesus said that part of following Him involves a willingness to take up your cross 

(Matthew 16:24). Sufferi ng and persecution are not a possibility; they are a 

certainty. But what makes them bearable is that they òare not worthy to be 

compared with the glory that shall be revealed to usó (Romans 8:18). To those who 

are faithful until death, God has promised the se rewards. òI will give you the crown 

of life.ó Athletes compete for a prize that rust and moth destroy. But our great 



48  | P a g e 
 

Champion, who has run the race before us, is waiting to award us with an 

imperishable one. Let there be no doubt about it: your cross is  well worth your 

crown. òGod Himself will be among them.ó After a lifetime of seeing Him through 

the eye of faith, we will finally be able to see Him face to face. We long for 

reunion with those who have gone before us. But just one glimpse of Him in glory  

will the toils of life repay. òThey will reign forever and ever.ó We donõt fit in here. 

Weõre at odds with the world. Thatõs why weõre persecuted. But the good news is 

that weõre just passing through. We are headed to a place where no one is 

different, wh ere everyone fits in. Those who serve God through suffering in this 

world will reign with Him in glory in the next one. Let us hear, read and head the 

things that are written in this book. For the time is nearer than when we first 

believed (Revelation 1:1-3). - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Today I will look more closely at the crown of life that has my name 

written upon it.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together Ezekiel 37:1 -15  

Hymn for the day: òIn The Morning Of Joyó 

 

In That Great Gettingõ Up Morning 

òDem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around,ó 

òDem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around,ó 

òDem bones, dem bones, gonna walk around,ó 

òNow hear de word of de Lord.ó 

So says the old Negro spiritual which made this passage the most famous in the 

book of Ezekiel. This wonderful s tory gave hope to Israel, now divided into two 

kingdoms, led away into captivity scarcely even recognizable as a nation. Enter God.  

The bleached bones had laid so long in the valley they were dried up. God said, I 

will raise them up, put sinews to connect them (òde foot bone connected to the 

ankle bone,ó), shroud them with flesh and skin. Further, He said, I will give them 

life. òDem bones gonna walk around,ó He says. He then told Ezekiel to prophesy 

again, this time concerning life, giving the four winds o f the earth as a metaphor of 

His life -giving spirit. The bones began to come together, bone to bone, sinew to 

sinew, flesh to flesh, life to life. What that says to us is as significant as what it 

said to the children of Israel. òI will deliver you!ó òI will raise up that which 

seemingly no longer has any life.ó In that great resurrection morning, òall that are 
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in the graves shall hear His voice and come forthéthose that have done good unto 

the resurrection of life.ó (John 5:28-29). Yes sir! Dem bones gonna walk around! - 

Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Lord, help me to see the glory of the resurrection day.  

 

Saturday  

 

Read together Matthew 28:16 -20  

Hymn for the day: òFar and Nearó 

 

The Great Commission 

Godõs plan for saving the lost world is a simple one. In the great commission it is 

simply stated by God Himself in the person of His own Son. òAll authority has been 

given to Me.ó Both the disciple and prospective disciple must recognize Jesusõ right 

to command. When His rule in religion is not acknowledged men f ashion idols and 

idle religion. Disciples who donõt submit to His lordship donõt go. And prospects who 

donõt see His authority donõt follow. òGo.ó Recognizing Jesusõ authority gives reason 

to go. He has authority in heaven and on earth, over the natural an d the 

supernatural, over life and even over death. That should fuel our efforts because 

the one who said, òGo,ó is able to equip us for success. òMake disciples.ó Being an 

effective disciple maker does not actually require good leadership qualities. 

Instea d it requires good following skills. Good disciples make good disciples 

because they show others how to follow the Leader. òBaptizing them.ó Jesus has all 

authority. He alone has the right to declare the terms of manõs pardon. He has 

been pleased to do so.  òTeaching them.ó Being an effective teacher of disciples 

does not require great communicative genius, but just the patience and humility to 

show other disciples how to observe all that the Teacher has already 

communicated. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: I need patience and humility to share the good news of Christ 

today.  
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The Family Together ð Week 10  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Proverbs 25:8 -11 

Hymn for the day: Holy, Holy, Holy  

 

Practical Pointers From Proverbs  

òDo not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor 

puts you to shame? Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal 

another's secret, lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute 

have no end. A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.ó 

(Proverbs 25:8 -11) The wise man reminds us that we canõt be right with God when 

weõre wrong with our neighbor. Go to your brother before you bring your offering. 

òGo not forth hastily to strive.ó (KJV) Donõt be so quick to go to war with your 

brother. Why not rather be defrauded? òArgue your case with your neighbor 

himself.ó Keep it between you and him. Donõt make it public until youõve first met in 

private with your brother. òA word fitly spoken is like apples of gold.ó Say it 

carefully. Say it kindly. Say it to God first, then youõll say it better. Get Wisdom. 

Sheõll protect you from yourself. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Give me wisdom today to speak good things for Godõs glory. 

 

Monday 

 

Read together Psalm 15  

Hymn for the day: òWeõre Marching To Zionó 

 

The Citizen of Zion  

So much is said in the Psalms about the blessings and privileges that are granted to 

the righteous man. Psalm 15 describes and defines who the righteous man is.  David 

begins with a question, òwho may abide in Thy tentó and òdwell on Thy holy hill?ó 

Abide and dwell suggest that he is not interested in just passing through. He is 

looking for permanent residence in the presence of God, citizenship in Zion. 

Several c haracteristics are listed, but they all stem from the three qualities in 

verse 2. What a man is. He who òwalks with integrity.ó Walking is stable, 
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consistent, and constant; it is running neither behind nor ahead. To walk with 

integrity (like the word integ er ) is to go through life as a whole, complete person, 

without any artificial parts or components. What a man does. He who òworks 

righteousness.ó Because of his inward desire for integrity, his outward deeds 

follow suit. òThere is a way which seems rightó (Proverbs 14:12) to many men. But 

the citizen of Zion is not interested in doing what seems right, heõs interested in 
doing what is right. What a man says. He who òspeaks the truth in his heart.ó It is 

no coincidence that proper use of the tongue is requir ed to be at home with God. 

His heart is true to his words; he does not say one thing and mean another. òHe 

who does these things will never be shakenó (vs. 5). That promise is as sure as the 

throne of God. - Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Help me walk today in the integrity of the Lord.  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together John 3:1 -15  

Hymn for the day: òI Will Sing The Wondrous Storyó 

 

The New Birth  

Wouldnõt it be great if you could undo your past? Not the good, but the bad. 

Wouldnõt it be grand if you could remove your mistakes from your record? The 

truth is that you can. Thatõs what the new birth is all about. Unbelievable, isnõt it? 

Incomprehensibl e! How can a man start again when he is old? The secret is not to 

live life over. That would just mean making the same or similar mistakes all over 

again. The point of the new birth is to make the man over again ð not the outside of 

the man but the inside.  òThe wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of 

it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.ó The changes indicative of the new birth pertain to a manõs 

spirit rather than his body so that  this birth is not perceived in the same way as 

the birth of a child. We donõt see the wind. We see the evidences of its movements 

in the stirring of the leaves or the waving of a flag. The spiritual newborn does not 

necessarily experience any changes in h is physical constitution to indicate that the 

birth has occurred. But there are signs in the conduct and direction of the 

spiritual newborn that betray the change that has taken place within. There are 

new habits, a new diet, a new vocabulary, and a new ou tlook ð all products of the 

new birth. Folks say to him, òYouõve really changed!ó Have they seen the change in 

you? - Jason Moore  
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Pray together: Let people today see Christ living in me.  

 

Wednesday  

 

Read together Acts 10:1 -8  

Hymn for the day: òIs Thy Heart Right With God?ó 

 

Keys To Conversion 

We call this account the òConversion of Cornelius.ó But after reading the first 

couple of verses, many might wonder, òwhat does this man need to be converted 

from?ó The world looks and concludes, òthis manõs gotta be heaven-bound.ó He was 

a devout man. Not only was he a Roman soldier, he was an officer, a Centurion, a 

commander of 100 men. To earn such rank he must have been responsible, diligent, 

an honorable man. He was even òwell spoken of by the entire nation of the Jewsó 

(vs. 22). Not bad for a Gentile. He was a God-fearing man. He was not an idolater or 

a worshiper of the Roman gods. He believed in the true God of heaven and feared 

Him. Thatõs not an emotion, thatõs an attitude. And he shared this conviction with 

all his household. He was a generous man. He gave many alms to Jewish people, 

seeing a need and doing what he could to satisfy it. Such charity expects nothing in 

return. He was a praying man. He prayed to God continually and with great 

devotion. Matthew  Henry observes, òWherever the fear of God rules in the heart, 

it will appear both in works of charity and piety, and neither will excuse us from 

the other.ó Cornelius was all of these things, but he was not a Christian. He was 

religious, but he was not ri ght with God. He was ready to hear all that had been 

commanded by the Lord (vs. 33), but he was not saved until he obeyed it (vs. 48). - 

Bubba Garner 

 

Pray together: Make my heart right with you, O Lord, in accordance with this will.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read togeth er Zephaniah 1:14-18  

Hymn for the day: òWill Jesus Find Us Watching?ó 

 

Warning Message From Zephaniah  

The book of Zephaniah is a book about judgment. While the judgment he describes 

is warning against disaster for the children of Israel, it also has the e ffect of 
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warning against the final accountings of things, that final judgment at the end of 

time. As you think about these warnings, think about the final judgment as well. 

òThe great day of the Lord is near.ó It was near for the nations in Zephaniahõs time 

and it is near for all people today. òIt is appointed to man once to die and after this 

the judgmentó (Hebrews 9:27). Even the òmighty men will cry there.ó òThat day is a 

day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress.ó As it was in Zephaniahõs day, so it will 

be for those who have not revered and obeyed God at the final judgment. òI will 

bring distress on men.ó What a horrible thought that òtheir blood shall be poured 

out as dust, their flesh made as dung.ó It should cause even the most confident to 

think. òTheir silver and gold shall not be able to deliver them.ó òWhat shall it profit 

a man if he gain the whole world and lose his soul?ó never had more meaning than it 

will have at the judgment. These are warnings intended to prevent the horrible 

fate Zechari ah describes. We need to get as close as we can to God so that when 

that day comes we need not be afraid. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Direct my steps to serve God today; to serve him in eternity.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together 2 Corinthians 7:8 -16  

Hymn for the day: òDid You Repent, Fully Repent?ó 

 

Repent: The Hard Command 

Repentance may be the hardest commandment of all. It requires the very best in a 

man. Many a person will be lost, not because he didnõt have faith, not because he 

denied the historicity of Jesu s, but because he never repented. òGodly sorrow 

works repentance,ó Paul declares. Notice, he said, godly sorrow works repentance. 

Sometimes folks are sorry for their sin, but only because they got caught. Godly 

sorrow is the kind that comes of the realizat ion that you have offended God. But 

look at godly sorrow and its accompanying repentance and see what it accomplishes:  

Carefulness. Once a man realizes he is in an undone condition he is more apt to be 

careful about how he walks, where he goes, what he doe s. Clearing. The conscience 

cannot be relieved by any means other than the obedience wrought by repentance. 

This òseasons of refreshing,ó as Peter calls it, comes out of repentance and 

obedience (Acts 3:19). Indignation. Once a man has repented of his sin and taken a 

stand for truth and piety, he has a disdain for his former life. That helps to insure 

his continued faithfulness. Good attitudes. What strong desire is brought by 

repentance, what zeal for goodness, what revenge is gained against evil! These ar e 
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attitudes of the righteous. They insulate against worldliness and its allurements. 

Repentance is truly hard; but when the time comes that it is needed, it is the most 

logical thing in the world. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Father, forgive me of my sins.  

 

Saturday  

 

The Family Together: Five Reasons  

1. Encourage spiritual headship among fathers. Many fathers are providers and 

decision makers but not spiritual leaders in their households. The Family Together 
equips fathers for daily conversations with their  children òin the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord.ó 2. Promote together time within families. Household 

habits like television, little league, overtime, tee time, and many more leisure time 

activities pull families apart. The Family Together builds the daily habit of 

uninterrupted family time to draw the family closer together. 3. Restore living 

room religion. Congregational bible classes supplement but cannot ð and should not ð 

supplant the biblical and moral instruction provided by parents, especially fathers, 

in the home. The Family Together encourages a return to the old path of teaching 

the Bible òdiligently unto thy childrenéwhen thou sittest in thine house.ó 4. Inspire 

hearth and home worship to God. According to Jesus, the habit of òclosetó prayer 

and worship in òsecretó cures hypocrisy and vain religion. The Family Together 
encourages private, daily devotion in the home which prepares true worshippers for 

public, weekly worship in the assembly. 5. Kindle homespun Bible instruction. The 
Family Together is not a childrenõs book, but a family workbook. Itõs home work for 

the family together . It serves as a practical companion, but not a substitute, for 

the spontaneous, interactive guidance of the parent. It creates a natural context 

for such guidance.  Get your family together today and every day. It just makes 

sense.  
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The Family Together ð Week 11  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together John 20:1 -10 

Hymn for the day: òHe aroseó 

 

Sunday Morning Starters:  

Itõs not just another day. 

Itõs the Lordõs Day 

Itõs not just another week. 

Itõs a new week. 

Itõs not just another Sunday. 

Itõs the first day. 

Itõs not just another morning. 

Itõs the resurrection morning. 

Itõs not just a matter of perspective. 

Itõs a matter of attitude. 

 

Pray to gether: Let me spend this day in devoted worship to God.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together Matthew 5:1 -12  

Hymn for the day: òTake My Life And Let It Beó 

 

Attitudes And The Beatitudes  

The Sermon on the Mount is without doubt the most famous of all Jesusõ sayings; it 
is quoted around the world. It is quoted by folks who donõt even believe in Jesus. 

And all with good reason, for it is the most perfect piece of information ever 

presented. The sermon begins with Jesus pronouncing a blessing on those who 

adopt and maintain  a good attitude. There is no etymological connection between 

the word attitude and beatitude , they merely sound alike. But there is a connection 

between the beatitudes and the attitudes that are produced by it. òBlessedó is 

that man who has a right attitu de. First, toward himself . He must be humble, 

seeing himself as having little value when divorced from his relationship to Jesus. 
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He is to be meek, gentle and under control. He is to have a right attitude toward 
God by having a thirst for spiritual things,  seeking to find and sustain a pure heart. 

He is to have a right attitude toward his fellows , being merciful, a seeker of peace. 

And he is to have a right attitude toward persecution if, of course, it comes 

because of who he is ð a Christian. When these at titudes are present he is called 

òsalt,ó that which flavors and preserves the world, and òlightó that by which others 

see the Savior. Try today to reflect the Great Light. Light up the little corner of 

the world where you are. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Make me a light today!  

 

Tuesday 

 

Read together Proverbs 1:1 -6  

Hymn for the day: òTake My Hand And Lead Meó 

 

Importance Of Good Judgment  

I made a mistake. It was just a foolish error, one common to young people. òYou 

just used foolish judgment,ó my dad said, òyou need to stop and think about what 

youõre doing.ó Life is full of opportunities for judgments of various sorts ð some 

are little, seemingly insignificant, some are very important and may have long 

lasting results. Every decision is important, none e ver easy. Judgments follow us 

wherever we go. The wise man urges us that we pay careful attention to 

judgments and he says the book of Proverbs is given in order that justice, 

judgment, equity, knowledge and discretion might prevail in all areas of life, n o 

matter your age. This revelation can make the young man wise, even though he may 

not yet have much experience with living life. Your decisions are important. The 

word of God makes it possible for you to make good decisions, not foolish ones. But 

in order  to do so, you will have to develop a familiarity with it. Make the word of 

God part of who you are and what you decide and you will not render foolish 

judgments. As you go about your activities today, look for ways to implement Godõs 

word; it will help yo u judge which way to go. - Dee Bowman 

 

Pray together: Lord, give me a heart of wisdom today to follow thy will.  
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Wednesday  

 

Read together John 2:1 -11  

Hymn for the day: òJesus Is All The World To Meó 

 

Power of Jesus To Command  

Jesusõ very first miracle was the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. John 2:11 says, 

òThis beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee and manifested His glory; and 

His disciples believed in Him.ó Miracles are signs. They are suspensions of nature, 

in this case, a sign of great power. Throughout the personal ministry of Jesus He 

showed people He was the Messiah by doing the great signs only a Messiah could 

have done. And yet some still rejected Him, just as they do today. There is an 

interesting little side note in this narrative . In verse five, Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, said, òWhatever He says to you, do it.ó Since Jesus is the Messiah and since 

it is to Him we owe our thanksgiving for coming and providing for the remission of 

sins, we should certainly listen to the advice of Hi s mother, òWhatever He says to 

you, do it.ó He Himself said, òNot everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord shall 

enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in 

Heavenó (Matt. 7:21). Jesus did many signs, all of which are recorded to make sure 

we know of His òeternal power and Godhoodó (see John 20:30-31) and if we truly 

believe Him to be the Son of God, we will do all that He says ð even today. - Dee 

Bowman 

 

Pray together: I will promise today to do whatever Jesus says to do.  

 

Thursday  

 

Read together Nehemiah 1:1 -11  

Hymn for the day: òDid You Think To Pray?ó 

 

A Model Prayer  

The sermon on the mount preserves Jesusõ model prayer. But the Scriptures are 

replete with other prayers worthy of our imitation such as that of Nehemiah in 

todayõs reading. Look at it again. It is the widowõs prayer. Jesus told the parable 

of the widow wh o pleaded with the unjust judge to avenge her of her adversary. 

Nehemiah prayed with such persistency òday and nightó (vs. 6). The Lordõs answer 

to his plight is a demonstration that God shall indeed òavenge His own elect who cry 

out day and night to Himó (Luke 18:7). It is the sinnerõs prayer. òGod be merciful 
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to me a sinner!ó was Nehemiahõs petition as he mourned the sins of his people and 

his times. The man who regularly speaks to God and reflects on His law feels the 

same as God about sin. Nehemiah went  down to his house justified for òhe who 

humbles himself will be exaltedó (Luke 18:14). It is the participantõs prayer. 

Nehemiah didnõt just pray for the Lord to do. He prayed for the Lord to help him 
do: òLet your servant prosper this dayó (vs. 11). This is the prayer of faith ð the 

prayer uttered by a man marching off to do the Lordõs bidding. If there is any 

prayer God will answer, it is the volunteerõs prayer: òHere am I, send me.ó If you 

wish to offer a prayer that you know will be heard, imitate this model prayer of 

Nehemiah. It was written for our learning. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Lord, teach me to pray.  

 

Friday  

 

Read together Acts 2:1 -47  

Hymn for the day: òZionõs Calló 

 

A Sign For All Seasons  

òThey were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongueséó 

(Acts 2:4). As with all Godõs wonders, there is in the sign of tongues a message in 

the miracle. òGod unto all the world.ó Salvation is for all. Packaging the message 

in the languages of many peopleõs communicated the universal scope of the 

redemptive plan. òFor the promise is to you and to your children and to all who are 

afar offéó (vs. 39). òPreach the word.ó The good news is news. News is meant to 

be broadcasted, especially good news. This news is not just good, but the b est 

news. It deserves the best advertising ð word of mouth. òAll Scripture is inspired 

of God.ó The men of Pentecost spoke not by their own genius but òas the Spirit 

gave them utterance.ó Peoples then and now were assured that this was heavenõs 

message. òThat they all may be one.ó At the Tower of Babel God scattered 

mankind by confusing his speech. At the cross He reconciled all nations to Himself. 

The miraculous tongues signified the gospelõs power to reverse the curses brought 

by sin. òGod has made this Jesus Lord and Christ.ó The miracle of tongues said 

that Jesus lives and reigns. òBeing exalted to the right hand of GodéHe poured out 

this which you now see and hearó (vs. 33). The miracle of tongue-speaking still has a 

message for us. Hear it. Live it. Pass it on. - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Show me your signs each day to know that you are Lord.  
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Saturday  

 

Read together Psalm 2  

Hymn for the day: òGlory! Glory! Hallelujah!ó 

 

Itõs A Small World After All 

I stopped to watch a crew of ants working to move a little piece of potato chip. It 

struck me how very small they were next to me and how vulnerable. I can blow ð not 

very hard ð and accomplish what it takes the whole colony of them to do. I can take 

a twig and with a couple of sweeps bring havoc to their  miniature world. A 

carelessly placed footstep and the entire project is brought to naught. Whatõs 

amazing is that they seem not to notice me unless I get in their way. They go about 

their business unaware that Iõm watching and ignorant of the amusement they give 

me. They scurry along oblivious to the giant hovering over their world. I looked 

away from the ants securing their daily bread and up at the clouds traversing a 

pale blue sky. Somewhere beyond the clouds the Father and His Son look down on 

our blue -green orb. Like tiny ants occupied with tiny projects that seem so big and 

important in our tiny world, weõve not time to look up. How little thought is given to 

the Gentle Giant of the Heavens who holds our world in His hands. How silly for me 

to look do wn and see the ant and then look up and not see Him, and not fear. òWhy 

do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing?ó Like little ants, weõre all so 

busy getting our little piece of the potato chip weõve not seen just how little it all 

really is.  - Jason Moore  

 

Pray together: Lord, show me how small my boat and how large your ocean.  
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The Family Together ð Week 12  

Daily Devotions For The Family  
 

Sunday 

 

Read together Ephesians 5:15 -21 

Hymn for the day: òSing and be happyó 

 

Sunday Morning Starters:  

Sing and youõll be happy. 

Pray and youõll be content. 

Read and youõll be edified. 

Commune and youõll be humbled. 

Encourage and youõll be motivated. 

Listen and youõll be challenged. 

Try and youõll be better. 

 

Pray together: Make my worship  today be filled with joy.  

 

Monday 

 

Read together Matthew 5:13 -16  

Hymn for the day: òYe Are The Light Of The Worldó 

 

Proper Concern For Influence  

The public acknowledgment of sin Iõve heard more than any other is, òIõve been a 

bad example.ó I would not discourage the penitent man seeking forgiveness, but I 

have at times been concerned for some whoõve made such a confession. I fear that 

some concern themselves with influence only after theyõve been caught. It may be 

that theyõve been òa bad exampleó for a long time, but only lately were seen by 

someone who cared about their conduct. If your light is only turned on when 

somebody who stands for righteousness is watching, God receives no glory in that. 

The òbad exampleó confession may also be used to avoid the shame of admitting 

your real sin. We donõt need a public confessional nor to make the preacher an 

intermediary for the penitent saint. But if youõve been drinking with the boys and 

itõs known abroad at work or school, the church ought to know to what extent 

youõve hurt their influence. More than anything else, I fear that weõre not shining 


