The Family Together 06 Week 1

Daily Devotions For The Family :?75/

Sunday

Read together: Genesis 1:1-5

oln the beginning, God created the heavens an
formless and void, and the darkness was over the surface of the deep; and the
Spirit of God was moving over the surface of

be |lightd; and there was | ight. And God saw t
separated the light from the darkness. And God called the light day, and the
darknessHecalled ni ght . And there was evening, and th

(Genesis 1:15)

Pray together: Thanking God for His marvelous creation and for sending His only
begotten Son who is the Light of the World.

Monday

Read together: Ecclesiastes 1:1 -11
Hymn for the day: O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee

Monotony Of Life Without God

Life apart from God is just one big, monotonous bore. Listen to the wise man. One
generation passes, another comes. So it has been from all time. This generation will
pass away and arother will take its place. The courses of life are inalterable. The

sun goes up and down and a day is past. This same process occurs 7 times and
becomes as week, a week becomes a month, a month a year, and on and on it goes.
The hydrological cycle has been in place almost since the beginning. Mountain snows
melt and fill little streams, little streams empty into big ones, the big ones into

little rivers, little rivers into big ones, and the big ones into the oceans. Oceans
evaporate and the whole process st arts all over. Man is never satisfied. He has

never seen, heard, felt, known all he wants to see, hear, feel, and know. There is no
new thing; everything stays essentially the same. Life without God brings no true

joy, but living for God does. It makes the life worth living, the joy worth giving. It
makes family i mportant, the job fulfilling, e
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in Gododés way is refreshing and wonderful, alw
one. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Giv e me courage to walk with God today in everything | do.

Tuesday

Read together: Genesis 13:1-13
Hymn for the day: Standing On The Promises

Which Way Would You Go?

God had promised Abram both an heir and an inheritance. Soon after his arrival in

Canaan, a famine drove him to Egypt. He returned only to face a conflict with Lot

because of the quantity of their combined goods. Abraham, in his generosity, not

only gave up the prized portions of the land but also the possibility of making his

bel oved nephew his heir. Jehovahds promises m
Abram. Given his choice, which way would you go? Lot was not the only one with

choices on this occasion. Abraham had the right to choose his own abode without
considering the wishes of his brotherds son.
was still childless and the fact that  he let Lot choose the choice land while he took

the leftovers is another indic ation of the great faith of Abraham. | ask again,

which way would you go? Every day you make <ch
make choices about where you will pitch your tent, choices about your education,

your career, your companions, your abode, you r standard of living 9 all of which

have spiritual repercussions. You are deciding now which way you would have gone.

Look at your | ife. Look at where you Ilive. Lo
with. Look at who your friends are. Tell me. Whichw  ay would you have gone? Which

way are you going? - Jason Moore

Pray together: May | make the right choices today
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Wednesday

Read together: Matthew 23:1 -12
Hymn fortheday: 60 O Wor ship The Kingo

The Direction of Worship

There is more to religion than observing certain rituals. Further, it is not a social

occasion where people come to see one another worship and praise God. True

worship is an adoring reverence, an intense longing of the creature for the Creator.

Jesus sternly rebukes empty worship  and vain service in this section. The Pharisees

bind stern discipline and impose heavy burdens, but all for show, He says. Their

worship and service is hypocritical. They have employed theatrics as a substitute

for praise. Worship, all of it, is God -ward, not man-ward. To go through the

motions is repugnant to God. It neither prais
despise your feast days, 6 He told the peopl e
own devices (Amos 5:21). We must take care not to do the sam e today in either our

private or public worship. Worship is special. It must not be polluted by false

doctrine or personal whims; but it can have all the right implements and be done

for all the wrong reasons. True woHisshbingp hol ds
as wonderful, His blessings as innumerable. It is personal and private, even when

i tds done-DeeBowmab | i c.

Pray together: Today will be a day of true worship to God.

Thursday

Read together: Romans 1:21-32
Hymn for the dBg: TodeoChri st

How Men Leave God

Men are not original in the way that they leave God. It happens the same way every

tme. 0 They knémwotGoever yt hing about Him but enoug
God made itevidentto t hemdé (v.yd1@) n@Thédonor Hi méor give
quit praying before they actually leave. They quit worshipping regularly. Something

al ways comes up. An emergency. A convenient o
specul ations. 60 Men never Ilaadng. ThegmnteutthesT hey | us
hypocrisy of others, the nitpicking of the elders, and the austerity of the

preacher. They forget their accountability to
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become fools. 6 The reprobate -suffidkenayithaby s pr ovo
they can make it without the Lord and without the help of His people, forgetting

that that road has been tried oft before. o0Th
|l dol atry has not ceased. |l tds just more sophi
something or someone. And in order to live with themselves they make God into a

god who smiles on their ungodliness, who gives them time to sow wild oats. Or they

so i mmerse themselves in pleasure that they d
become their idol. Nots mar t . But thereds nothing smart ab
folly. | t s j-OdasonMgoteai n dumb.

Pray together: Give me strength today to never leave God in my decisions | make
today.

Friday

Read together: John 1:1 -18
Hymn for the day: OHe Loves Meo

The Word Became Flesh

Jesus Christ was with God in the beginning. It was by Him that all things were

created (Heb. 11:2) and it is through Him that all things continue to exist (Col. 1:16 -

17). What a glorious thought that the same Word became flesh and dw  elt among
men. What a grand miracle was the God -man, Jesus, t lshinesindHei ght t h:
darkness, 6 thatlghts evwer yimgan. 6 h@hat | ove is sh
mercy and grace. Godds | ove for man mani feste
sacrifice for sin. The miracle of His incarnation, in connection with the miracle of

His resurrection, constitutes  the whole of the redemptive process, the

cornerstone of Christianity, the hope of heaven for His creatures. The love that is

seen in One so mighty leaving the portals of heaven to die on a cross is beyond the

comprehension of the most astute, beyond the dreams of the most imaginative. He

was God; He became man. Consider that, if you will, for it is the basis of our

salvation. Would you give so me thought to these grand themes today? Read the

passage again. Think on the love it reports, the significance of the Gift it

describes. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Thanking Jesus for being God and being man.
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Saturday

Read together: Revelation 1:4 -20
Hymn for the day: oDo Al I Il n The Name of The

Jesus Among the Churches

Jesus is not disinterested in the affairs of
the lampstands dictating letters to the churches of Asia is testimony to His care

for their wel |-being. He is interested in their growth. If the local church were not

a help to the growth of the individual, Jesus would never have established it. Those

who say they have no need of the local church, question the judgment of Jesus who

said differently. He is interested in their trials. Jesus is witness to the sufferings

of saints. He has othe keys of death and of H
unfamiliar to Him, but lie along a path that He first trod and blazed by His

resurrection. He is interes ted in the preparedness. Jesus selected John for the

purpose of equipping the seven churches of As
take placed (vs. 1). His precautions to prepa
similar precautions forallages.He i s i nterested in their | oyaldt
to be a kingdom, priests to His Godd6 (vs. 1) .
for Him to expect our sincere interest in His purposes. Jesus stands among the

churches today watching, helping,andho pi ng t hat wedl | be faithfu
soldiers take courage from His presence. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Pray for the Trenton church to grow in spirit and number and faith.
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The Family Together & Week 2
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read Together: Isaiah 59:1 -2
Hymn for the day: Did you repent, fully repent

Nothing Between Us?

Il f anything at all stands between us and the
the removal of that hindrance ought to be a matter of great concern to us. On any
scale of i mportance or urgency, our relations

cut off from Him, how can we concentrate on anything else? It is sin, of course,

that alienates us from God. We can be thankful that by the atoning death of His

Son, God has made it possible for us to be fo
for us, He is able to justify us without being unjust Himself (Romans 3:26). But

God has moved as far in our direction as He can without overriding the freedom of

our will. As things stand now, the next move is ours. The process of reconciliation

cannot even begin until we openly acknowledge, without excuse, that we NEED to

be forgiven. And Godds requirement of repenta
make a radical turn, no t just feeling sorry for our sin but actually committing

ourselves to its removal from our | ives. We c
t oo. I n I saiahdés day, the spiritual condition

Continuing to practice flagrant sin,  the people still came to the temple to worship.
But their sins, unacknowledged and unrepented of, stood between them and God:

oOWhen you spread out your hands, 6 God said, 0
t hough you make many pr asaakell$), Thd problemildy nohimt hear
Godds inability to forgive but in their unwi/l
Lorddés hand is not shortened, that it cannot
hear. But your iniquities have separated you from  your God; and your sins have

hi dden His face from you, so that He wil!/ not

words and not think of penitent steps that we need to take so that God can show
His love to us? & Gary Henry

ONot hing has beend, taiparlydu &om beirng allrming, neither
heaven, nor your divinity, nor the gibbet of the cross; grant me the grace, that
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nothing may hinder me from being all yours, to whom | owe myself both for
creation and redemptiond6 (Lucy Herbert).

Pray together : Dear Father help me to repent fully of my sins and cease from its
power.

Monday

Read together: John 3:1 -15
Hymn for the day: o0Come To Jesus Todayo

oOHow Can These Things Be?60
Nicodemus was himself a teacher of the Jews (see vs. 10), one who instructed
people in the law; and yet he had the same difficulty many people have today da

failure to differentiate between the physical and the spiritual. Jesus talked with
him about the new birth, one that would make entrance into the kingdom possible.
oMarve) 6nsaid the Lord, ofor you see the effe

things themselves; just as you see the effect of the wind, you will see the effect

of t he n eNicodemus hall sode things to recommend him and the Lord

knew it. It was for that  reason that He took some time explaining things to him.

Nicodemus was humble. The key to all learning is the humility to expose your

ignoranceopenly. It i s never out of order to say o0l dondd
which you are apt to find out. Nicode mus was interested. He had seen the miracles

of Jesus and knew that no ordinary man could do them. He was interested in this

new kingdom and asked about it. We know he asked because the narrative says,

0Jesus an Neodemesdearded. AttheendofdJes usd | i fe Nicodemus.
with Joseph of Arimathaea, courageously took the body of Jesus to the tomb.  We

can learn spiritual truths if we are humble and interested enough to ask. - Dee

Bowman

Pray together: Help me to be humble in my spirit today, interested in the power of
God today and willing to sacrifice all for Jesus.
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Tuesday

Read together: Mark 1:14-20
Hymn fortheday: 01 nt o Our Hands§é

Fishing For Men

oCome after Me, and | will/l make you become fii
tothesonsof Jonah. Curious 1sn6t it that Jesus shol
His gospel? Maybe not. Fishingformen i s not so unli ke seeking Go

creation. Fishing takes patience. Sometimes you catch a boat load, like on the day

of Pentecost. O ther times you only catch one, like the Ethiopian nobleman. Still

other times, you dondt eventgeh. aYbudkl ©Oaeet
catch until you throw out your line.  Fishing takes persistence. You may return to

the same hole a dozen time s before you make a catch. Sometimes a stormy day

causes one to bite who only ignored your efforts when the sun was shining. People

like are fish are different, unpredictable. You just have to keep coming back until

t heydr e Thenmgeroys. at hifeantdifference betwedn gatching fish

and men. When fishing for men,you never do catch your | imit. T
fish in the sea. Too many in fact. Too many to be sitting in the boat playing with
our tackle. LelsorsMog® fi shing!

Pray together: | want to be a fisher for the Lord. Give me strength today to share
thy word.

Wednesday

Read together: Proverbs 3:9 -12
Hymn fortheday: 0 Our Fat her And Our Godbé

Giving God Our Best

True honor 1 s never c¢heap.nelefaccordedwithduteagi t i mat e
price. o0l what wbitchivests me nothing,dé6 said
things are more precious than true honor.  The Lord will not take second place, nor

should He. He is God, the Almighty, the Creator, the  Sustainer of life, the Giver of

all there is. We should honor Him in the highestwaywecan dwi t h fisst h e

fruits, o6 not the | eftovers. The highest honor
the best of all that we have ¢ our substance, our talent, our time, our en ergy. Nor

should we be displeased with the Lordds chast
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appreciatively and with confident resignation is a sure sign of honor. Did our

parents not chasten us, and for our good? Correction is part of love, a vital part.

The chasteni ng of the Lord is a sure sign of His interest and concern for us, of His
desire to make us into all we have the potent
some advice, some instruction, even some rebuke. We honor Him when we accept it

willingly. Let us honor God in our lives today. Let us begin by giving Him first place

and let us not despise His chastenings when they come, knowing they are for our

good. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: | will put God first in everything | do today and honor Him.

Thursday

Read together: Ezekiel 33:1-7
Hymn fortheday: 0 Wat ch And Prayé

Watch And Pray

Ezekiel was a watchman himself (3:17). He returns to that idea and implores the

people to set before them a watchman. Two things are implied in the concept of a

watchman. Fir st, he must watch, an indication that danger may be present. Second,

he is a watch man, indicating tha the work is not fora  novice. Ezekiel warns about

the seriousness of being a watchman. If he is not diligent and watchful, the

disaster which befalls the  people will bring disaster to him (vs. 6). Our Elders

watch for our soul s. Th etheflack& Gad wmcmis amtbegd t o Ot
yod Pet. 5:2). El ders are those who owatch f
account 60 ( H¥demeed thI3eedtie)advice of our watchmen. If they warn

us and we hear, al | 6adheedltheirwarhirig, theyewilldhabedt hear
charged, for they have done their work; but we will be lost for not listening to

their warning. There is a real sense in whic h all of us are watchmen. We watch for

one another, encourage and edify one another on account of our common enemy. To

watch out for someone is to love one another; to love  one another is to watch out

for one anot hebDeeBdwmands do i t'!

Pray togeth er: Bless our shepherds as they watch out for our souls. Help me to be
a watchman.
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Friday

Read together: Psalm 1
Hymn fortheday: 0 Mor e Hol i ness Give Mebo

The Blessed Life

t

The first Psalm is a bit of a paradox. It sounds more like the Proverbs and ot her

wisdom literature than poetry. But, at the same time, you could not write a more

fitting introduction to the Psalter. In a book of songs and prayers intended for

worship to God, Psalm 1 first settles the matter of who is worthy to come into His

presence. It depicts the kind of life necessary for true worshippers d the blessed

life. The right attitude. You candt have the righ
you dondotr ihgalvte dthtei tude toward evil things. Si
want to end up in the seat of the scornful, he stays as far away as possible from

the counsel of the wicked and the path of sinners. That also keeps him closer to

God. The right conduct. The secret of the blessed life lies in verse 2: delight and

meditation inthewo rdof God. We dondt have the right to
what s on our mind wh eabeyadevhahhasibeen reeeéledr ead and
about His. The right influence. A firmly planted, fruit -bearing, prosperous tree

stands as a testimony to the world of what faith in God can produce. But the

wicked are useless chaff, separated from what is truly valuable, blown by the winds

and whims of worldliness. The right destiny. How foolish that some believe in a

destiny without a destination. The Lord knows the way of the righteous because it

is His way. Those who seek their own path to God end up lost. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Let me today have the right attitude, the right conduct, the right

influence to show others the right destiny.

Saturday

Read together: Matthew 1:18 -25

Hymn fortheday: 0 Har k! The Herald Angels Singé

The Day God Became Man

In connection with the resurrection, the birth of Jesus is the most significant

event in all of human history. The narrative you have just read tellsu s in brief, but

powerful terms how God becameman. Joseph was told, ofear not
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.dé How
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thrilling that God becameman. 0 And she shall bring forllth a sc
His name Jesus, for He shall save His peoplefrom t heir sins, 6 the angel
stated. Could there be a more important event in all history? What a hearld was

the angel on that day! God became man that He might do for man what he could not

do for hims elf. Oh, blessed thought! Notice, further, that all this was done in

fulfillment of prophesy, particularly Isaiah 7:14. Listen to its assurance, hear its

promi se: oO0they shall call His name Emmanuel,
us. 6 Je s usmab, and &ulfilleng adl prophesy, became our sacrifice on the

cross to procure our salvation. Special days are important to us, none more special

or more important than when the Son of God became a man that He might redeem

us from our sins. Let us serve Hi m diligently today, let us love Him supremely, let us

accord to Him the highest honor, for He it was who died for our sins. - Dee

Bowman

Pray together: Thank you God for Emmanuel.

Memorization challenge:

¢ Help me to learn the books of the New Testament

1. Matthew 11. Philippians 21.1 Peter

2. Mark 12.Colossians 22.2 Peter

3. Luke 13.1 Thessalonians 23.1 John

4. John 14.2 Thessalonians 24.2 John

5. Acts 15.1 Timothy 25.3 John

6. Romans 16.2 Timothy 26.Jude

7. 1 Corinthians 17.Titus 27.Revelation
8. 2 Corinthians 18.Philemon

9. Galatians 19.Hebrews

10. Ephesians 20.James
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The Family Together & Week 3
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Proverbs 4:1-9
Hymn for the day: Take time to be  holy

Practical Pointers From Proverbs

0Get wisdom, get wunderstanding: forget it
my mouth. Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall

keep thee. Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy

getting get understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring

thee to honor, when thou dost embrace her. She shall give thine head an ornament
ofgrace: a crown of glory shal45-%he deliver

Solomon, the great herald of Wisdom, tells us why we should make her our
companion today:
A 0She shall pmoM8berkeepsepou from sinking
your head.
A 0She shal | &Bheshpwstydualer to build fences to prevent you
f rom trespassing.

A o0She shall p & Shernakes the yioung ndan wise beyond his years
and the old man wise beyond his time.
A 0She shall br idfFanetsthepize bfdthose in the news; honor

is the reward of those in the right.
A 0She s hwanl It hedfiemry is her promise. Maybe not today. Maybe not
tomorrow.But someday. Guaranteed. Get Wi sdom.
- Jason Moore

Pray together: Let me seek the wisdom of God this week in my life
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Monday

Read together: Hebrews 2:9 -18
Hymn fortheday: 0 Wonder f ul Story of Lovebo

The Price Of Salvation

You cannot reflect | ong on Godods redemptive s
oWhat itshamanYou ar e miGoddhdsunhde mdn His ocoupadion. All
creation, even the angels, servess ome r ol e i n sa@eosmries. Gpdhasn t o

spared no expense. The sun, the moon, the stars sing to us of His glory. The birds,

the beasts, the teeming seas alldeclare t h e Ma fragse. dte seed, the plant,

the flower, the fruit all tell the tale of His providence. There are still other

productions d the craft of spirit  -beings who arrange the sets and work behind the

scenes dthe effects of which we witness but the operations of which are still a

mystery. In a single day you will pass a thousand vistas, and hear a thousand songs,

and be told a thousand tales all with the singular purpose of producing in you a

single impression: God has been mindful. And all these spectacles of nat ure are

orchestrated to make mindless men mindfulof God. Wer e Godo6és i nvestment
salvation limited to these countless expressions of His care, it would be enough.

Enough to attract our attention. Enough to prod our amazement. But not enough to

save. It took another investment. It took a Son. It took a cross. It took a tomb. It

tookJesus. 't took all creation and Godds only Son
best. It deserves our bestin  return. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Thank you God for your pre sence in the world and your presence in
Jesus Christ.

Tuesday

Read together: James 3:1-12
Hymn fortheday: o0Let the Beauty of Jesus Be Seeno

Speech Patrol

My reading habits have changed over the | ast
and the sports section once cluttered our coffee table, a new monthly magazine

now sits: New Baby. | found thisquotein an article a few weeks bac
the first two years of your c hithede@itsixtden f e t eac
trying to get them to be qui e t Todgue trouble is, in face, a lifelong struggle. You
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never reach the age or level of maturity where you have completely conquered it,

for OoOno man can tame the tongued (angerousl@) . Any
underestimates its power and potent ial. Solomon said that death and life are in its

hand (Proverbs 18:21) and that the one who guards his mouth is able to keep his

whole soul from trouble (21:23). The first twelve verses of chapter three make up

Jamesd sermon on t he theinmrgducedinchapteril sayimjy, subj ect

oeveryone must be quick to hear, dBdwatnhd opéa
anyone thinks himself to be religious and yet does not bridle his tongue but

deceiveshisownheart, this mands r & R6). Jghissectionfgst wor t hl e
appears to be a |l esson for teachers: | et not

few can master the tongue. But the applications reach to include anyone who
speaks.Davi d referred to his mouth 2d443)tMore o0door ¢
often than not, it needs to be  shut. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Lord, teach me to use my mouth for your glory today.

Wednesday

Read together: Proverbs 3:21-26
Hymn fortheday: 0 There Stands A Rocko

No Fear

No Fear. | see that logo everywhere. Especially on the automobiles and t -shirts and

ball caps of young people. | detest it. It seems arrogant to me. It depicts a life of

frivolity, an attitude of carelessness, a  foolish daredevil posture toward life and

toward authority. The wise man describes the only life that is without fear. It is a

life of wisdom and discretion. Wisdom  consists of information about what is right

and just to do and about what is to be avoided. Discretion equips a man with the

ability to discern that what is per  missible is not always practical, that what is

lawful is not always expedient. This pair of virtues provides a twin  -edged sword for

cutting to the heart of  difficult decisions. Observe the foes that wisdom and

discretion will conquer. Fear of faling 60 yuofootwillnot st umbl e. 6 Fear of
consciencedoyour sl eep wil/|l be sweetdod oFeart dfe f i n
afraidof sudden terror. 6 o0bdarnof beremieaid of trou
wi c k @rdubléis a guarantee for life under the sun. Th e wise man admits this in

our reading.nble bayafrabd of troubl eéwhen it
capital T, will come your way. But wisdom and discretion will prevent you from being

the source of it, will help you to provide a solution to it, a nd give you a way to
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navigate through it with no reason to fear it
- Jason Moore

Pray together: Give me courage today to live without fear; let me live with faith in
my heavenly Father.

Thursday

Read together: James 3:1-12
Hymn fortheday: o Love One Anotherod

A Small Package

When you think about all the organs and muscles that make up your body, the

tongue seemsrather i nsi gni fi cant. o0Yet | Thetwoasts of gr
examples that James uses indicate that a little can do a lot. Even children can

guide the direction of a horse when they have control of its mouth; for a little bit

goes a long way. And a captain can steer a massive ship through the winds and

waves of a storm with a small rudder. He overcomest he elements by controlling

that little device. 6 The tongue is a small part of the bo
deceiveyouuDondt wunderestimate its potential for g
golden. There is a time to speak (Ecclesiastes 3:7), a time to u se the tongue, a time

to unleash its power and influence for productive things in the kingdom. It is true

that Jes Bgyowuwri dworods you wi || be condemned. 6 E
Hes ai Byyouowords you will be | ax37)ibon &tdour dMart ¢ &t iwms:
its potential for evil. How tragic when we use it to tear down instead of build up, to

hurt instead of heal, to make war instead of
about owemnponnsdeodtruction. 6 Perhapwouth Ase bi gge:
Wordsworth observes, owe rule irrational anim
wetobeablet o govern ourselves. 6 | f you-Bubbadt, you
Garner

Pray together: Help me Lord to use my tongue for praise today.
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Fri day

Read together: | Kings 3:3 -15
Hymn fortheday: 0 Psal m 19060

The Greatest Choice Of All

When | was a small boy we played a game <call e
telling what we would wi sh for. A silly ki dohelLogdame? Maybe
appearedt o Sol omon, son of David and heir to his
whatl s hal | g iSoloemonycauld have asked for riches, fame, or power, but he

di dndt. He as koeWli sfdoorm?wi sydooum.a s KButwisdbnoisthes t r an g e .
most basicofall mandés needs, for man is the only part

the freedom of choice, and making good choices is what wisdom is all about.

Wisdom is the ability to apply what you know to a set of circumstances so as to

achieve the best end for all conce rned. Wisdom is the need of parents, of children,

of employers, of rules and those ruled. Wisdom means making good choices, choices
where everyone involved benefits. The wisest of all human choices is the choice to

serve God. Il t ds wi s avilteaeiveaus e it means we
forgiveness of sins if we obey Him; itds wise
like Him if we serve Hi m; itds wise because we will be ri

we receive that eternal crown at the end  of matters. What other choice makes  any
sense? Ask God for the wisdom to choose well. It is the richest and choicest of all
Gododos bl-deeBowmgrs .

Pray together: Teach me Lord to ask for wisdom and the wisdom to choose well.

Saturday

Read together: Matthew 3:13 -17
Hymn fortheday :0 Tell Me The Story Of Jesusbd

The Baptism of Jesus

The baptism of Jesus was like no other baptism. Jesus did not require it, as John
pointed out, because J esus was not a sinner. So why was |
righteousness, 6 JeaaslWs sHiisms elafptaxpd diul fil |l ed J
The descent of the Spirit afjohnteats)esasswashhept i sm w
Christ. It was a sign to the prophet that he should decrease and Jesus increase. It
constituted the inautlymmastryi on of Jesusd eart
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Jesusd baptism was an endorsement of Johnds w
Johnds bHaipst irsenbbuke of the Pharisees who reject
teaching would have had no impact. The connection between John as forerunner

and Jesus as the coming kingwas made cleartoal. Jesusd® baptism ident.
with sinners. He was not a sicleansingasifHeut He r ec
were. He took upon Himself the appearance of a sinner in anticipation of His taking

away the sins themsel ves. His baptism was a foreshadowing of His death, burial and

resurrection of which  our own baptism is a pattern. Thus it was fitting for Jesus to

be baptized. It was a fitting end and beginning. It was a fitting seal for John and
disavowal of Hisopposers. And it was a fitting sign of Je
righteousness. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Thank you God for your Son. Thank you Jesus for your baptism and
what it means to me.
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The Family Together & Week 4
Daily Devotions For The Family (f@z\‘%i

N7

Read Together Proverbs 4:23 -27
Hymn for the day: Open My Eyes That | May See

Practical Pointers From Proverbs

oKeep thy heart with all diligence; for out o
from thee a forward mouth, a nd perverse lips put far from thee. Let thine eyes

look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. Ponder the path of

thy feet, and let all they ways be established. Turn not to the right hand nor to

the |l eft: remove t hrevgrbs#:230-27) from evil 6 (P
Hereds a good sermon from Sol omon, and sound
e Keepyourheart 6No seed can survive the heart that
e Watch your mouth 6A o0f orwarddé mouth is a crooked or
ugly your mouth looks when you say ugly things?
e OpenyoureyesdDondt be distracted, and dondt go

give attention to those who yawn in His presence?
e Look where yYWodsé@i gomongt be directed to th
arrive there accidentally.
e Stay on course 8 Keep your mind between the ditches of indifference and
excessive enthusiasm.
o Get Wisdom. Bring her with you to worship.
- Jason Moore

Pray toget her: Hel p me to be in the spirit to
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Monday

Read together James 3:1 -12
Hy mn f or the day: oWonder f ul Story of Lovebo

Fired Up

o0The tongue is a fired6 (vs. 6). And gossip 1is
begins innocently, even accidentally. There is a theory that the great Chicago fire

of 1871 started when a cow kickedove r a | antern. o0Behold how gr
afl ame by such a small firedé (vs. 5). Al it
the tongue, and a whole community of people can be brought down. It spreads

rapidl y. |t doesndt tflarkedo bbcomea rafjimgiinferao.Andi cker i n

gossip catches on even quicker. You may not be able to control what other people

are spreading around, but you can be the one who keeps it from going any further.

The righteous do not otakend® @Pga&lpmolx:h3)a.galit
thing to not pass it on; i1itds quite another t
extinguish. It starts easily, but have you ever tried to put one out? You might be

able to correct the matter with people you told. But how will you ever track down

the people they told, and the people they tol

|l tds I mpossible to put back together a home d
back the words you used to burn someone else? You can apologize, b ut your mouth
has already spoken that which fills your hear

iniquityo (vs. 6). -BbhbhaGaserputting it mildly.

Pray together: Lord, | will use my mouth today to only praise you and give honor to
You.

Tuesday

Read together Luke 6:12-19
Hymn fortheday: 0 Room I n Godds Kingdomo

The Twelve Apostles

Consider the twelve men Jesus chose. Simon d impetuous, impulsive, impertinent

Peter. There is room in the kingdom for the extrovert. Andrew & went back to

bring his brother, Peter. There is room for the second fiddle. James & John 9§

cousins of Jesus who sought chief seats. There is room for the overly ambitious.

Phiipdmade the simple reply to doubting Nathanie
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for simple men. Bartho lomew & likely the Nathaniel whom Philip brought. There is
room for the honest skeptic. Matthew & a publican, an office despised b his
countrymen. There is room for the outcast. = Thomas & the doubter. There is room
for those with imperfect faith. Jamesdcal | ed oOothe |l essd |ikely be
youth. There is room for the young. Simon 8 member of a militant Jewish
nationalistic sect. There is room for the misguided. Judas 0 called Thaddeus, of
whom the gospels record only his naive question. There isroom fo r the ignorant.
Judas dthe betrayer. There is room even for the betrayer, except the

unrepentant one. All these men were under construction at the time Jesus called
them. There is room in the kingdom for  men like them who are willing to become
what the Lo rd can make of them. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Let me find my place to do the most for the kingdom of my God.
Help me to see there is room for me.

Wednesday

Read together James 3:1-12
Hymn fortheday: 6 Take My Life, and Let it Beo

Self Destruction

The trouble with the tongue is not just that
that we end up hurting ourselves even more. The inevitable result of all lying,

gossiping, slandering, and cursing is death by our own poison.0 The t ongue i s se
amongourmember s as that which defiles the entire

old adage about sticks and stones. Words will harm you. In a matter of seconds,
they can crumble reputations that took years to build. They have the power to
separate intimate friends, destroy influence, and bri ng about any mandd

And i f somehow you escape |ife unsethalbrded by vy
l etting them slip by. Jesus said that oOevery
they shall render account foritinthed ay of j udgment 6 T(hMa ttto.n gluze: :
is a restless evilo6 (vs. 6). The word restles
blessings and cursings coming from the same mouth. Nature will not allow a

fountain to bring forth fresh and bitter water or a fittr ee to produce olives.

Neither will it allow those made in the image of God to use their tongues for both

good and evil. Such inconsistency is a self -destructive sin. But the one who does

not stumble in what he says is alakipger f ect man
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nothing, attaining his true purpose. And he has probably bitten a hole through his
bottom lip. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Create in me a new heart to speak kind things to others.

Thursday

Read together Nahum 1:1-10
Hymn fortheday: 0 Pr eepalro Meet Thy Godo

The Lord Will Have His Way

ltds a terrible mistake to think the Lord God
character demands it. If  God were to tolerate evil and not punish it, He would be

only slightly different than His creatures. Paul said, o0Behdnésdand he goo
severity of Glo2d)oFor(GRdaarba gosd, He must also be severe.

Nahum warns us about this side of Godds natur
just as He has His way with nature, He will have His way when He metes out His

indignation against ungodliness attheend of t hings. He is a 0good s
day of trouble, 6 but He wi deVastatenHisteriemiesnwheav er r un
all is said and done. Make no mistake about it, there will be a time of  judgment, a

time when He who was the Savior will come as the Judge. And there will be no

excuses then, no oOreasonsoOo for crvads omsoo ofrceras
disobedience ofany kind. 0 God i s jealouso6 (vs. 2) says tha
competition. You either serve with allyour whol e being or you donot

there is no middle ground. Even t hough itdés hard to do, take

consider the severity of God. Think for a few minutes about His judgment and how
it will be with you when that time comes. Such thinking may make you a better,
more dedicated person. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Make me know the judgment of my Father and my God.
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Friday

Read together Ruth 1:1-18
Hymn fortheday: 0 A Beauti f ul Lifeo

The Story of Ruth

The book of Ruth is like a rose among thorns, an oasis of refreshment in a parched,

deserted land. Ruth is a testimony to the possibility of living a godly life in an

ungodly generation. She lived in the time of the Judges when everyonedi d oOwhat

was right in his own ey e sxceptiolN8he prevedthRtwe h. She
can be exceptions. Ruth is a tribute to the enthusiasm of first generation

believers. Her faith was simple. Her  affection is genuine. Her devotion is absolute.
Shedoesndt know that sheds Ruthisarmodghgthesworthy t o bel i
woman. Put her in any age. Place her in any culture. Shoulder her with any burden,

and shedol | bear i1t with courage. She is the p
unsoiled virtu e. Women in our age would beautify and beatify themselves by

following her lead. Ruth is an OT example of the Good Samaritan spirit. She, an

outsider to the covenant and an enemy of Israel, showed unexpected kindness to

another in need. She went beyond wha t justice required, and operated on the

principle of mercy. 1t is the Routhis¢éasynro way . |t
read, easy to love, but hard to follow. Blessed are the ruthful. - Jason Moore
Pray together: Thank you Lord for the example of Ruth. May her life be an example

for my life today as | show your beauty in my life.

Saturday

Read together Mark 16:14-16
Hymn fortheday: 0 The Gospel l s For AlIl©d

The Good News About Salvation

0Gospel 6 means o0good news. Bapperinghaer abday$®eme ¢
reading we are told how the resurrected Jesus appeared to the disciples who had

beentold of Hi s resurrection and didndt believe it
today. oOoLord, wbor hgaepobe33i)eltissadandeacthat,

after all He has done for man, he still rejects Him. The gospel is not restricted to

one race or class of people; i1 tdandivote, ever yon
male and female. The reason is simple: everyone needsit. 1 t s everyoneds 0g:!
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n e w Shed@ospel is the good news about salvation. It is to be believed and obeyed.

Those whorejectitwil be | ost (Mark 16:16). Paul says of
power of God unt o slalb)vHe told thenGorin(tiRaosntavasshe

meansO by whi ch ye ar e s asie€dlbconcdrns eoSonafi t Bod,a n s

born of the seed of David, declared the Messiah by the resurrection from the

dead (Romans1:3-4). If you suddenly found a cure for cancer would you make it

available to as many as possible? Surely you would. The gospel treats the most

deadly disease of man dsin. The gospel is available foralland many dondt yet Kk
it. Will you not tell it today? - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Make me a mouth piece today to tell people the good news of Jesus.
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The Family Together & Week 5 e
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Isaiah 59:1 -2
Hymn for the day:

Nothing Between Us?

Il f anything at all stands between us and the
the removal of that hindrance ought to be a matter of great concern to us. On any
scale of i mportance or urgency, our relations

cut off fr om Him, how can we concentrate on anything else? It is sin, of course,

that alienates us from God. We can be thankful that by the atoning death of His

Son, God has made it possible for us to be fo
for us, He is able to j ustify us without being unjust Himself (Romans 3:26). But

God has moved as far in our direction as He can without overriding the freedom of

our will. As things stand now, the next move is ours. The process of reconciliation

cannot even begin until we openl y acknowledge, without excuse, that we NEED to

be forgiven. And Godds requirement of repenta
make a radical turn, not just feeling sorry for our sin but actually committing

ourselves to its r emov alhavefour simandbe forgivenofie s . We ¢
t oo. I n I saiahdés day, the spiritual condition

Continuing to practice flagrant sin, the people still came to the temple to worship.
But their sins, unacknowledged and unrepented of, stood b  etween them and God:

oOWhen you spread out your hands, 6 God said, 0
t hough you make many prayers, I wi || not hear
Godds inability to forgive but idamathheiai dunwilTh
Lorddés hand is not shortened, that it cannot
hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have

hi dden His face from you, so that Hehesa | | not

words and not think of penitent steps that we need to take so that God can show
His love to us? - Gary Henry

ONot hing has been capable, dear Lord, to hind
heaven, nor your divinity, nor the gibbet of the cross; gran t me the grace, that

24 | Page



nothing may hinder me from being all yours, to whom | owe myself both for
creation and redemptiond6 (Lucy Herbert).

Pray together: Give me courage this week to mold my life to the love of God.

Monday

Read together: Exodus 33:7-11
Hymn fortheday: o How Long Has It Been?5¢d

Knee Mall

We live in a communication age. Cellular phones, pagers, and wireless E -mail have

made their way into our lives din the car, in the restaurant, the elevator (even the

worship service!) Communicationisth ebedr ock of any relationship
connected. Businesses collapse, marriage crumble, friendships die without it. ~ Why

is it that we see its importance in every relationship but the one with God? We

ought to strive for the same connectionthatM oses had with Him. o0Thu
used to speak to Moses facetoface, j ust as a man speaks to his
Just consider what He has already communicated to you. A message 1,500 years in

the making, preserved through every generation. Do you thin kit is enough to utter

a few trite phrasesinresponse? Youdve stayed up all night on
the last time you stayed up all night on your knees?  He has given everything. How

can we get by giving nothing? Aristotle is known to have saidthat a fri end i s 0o
soul in two bodi es. 6 Pideafrom thegrdatdriefushipr owed t hat

passage: Othe souli toft o otnhag hsaonu Iwaocsi8:KDow i d 6 ( 2
can we expect to have such a relationship wit
with Him, whenwe don o6t share ourselves with Hi m, when
heartstoHM? Thereds no communion with GRubbawithout
Garner

Pray together: Lord, today | will make you my constant friend and companion.
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Tuesday

Read together: Ephesians 5:1-8
Hymn fortheday: o Pur er I n Heart, O Godo

A Plea For Purity

It is too easy to be bad in our day. There is no shame in ungodliness. Impurity is
flaunted, applauded, and praised as normal é as American. There is no stigma
attached to sexual perversion. Tolerance is the  supreme virtue in our times. There
are few social consequences to be suffered from indulging your appetites. We live
in an age when it is more socially acceptable to live together than to smoke a

cigarette. Whatarewetodo? Keep our innocence. 0Be foll owe
children. 6 | f 1 tds not efairts,f arndt H e ngluiel,dri d &S
yourown.Wat ch our motive. oOWalk in love. 6 Love he
sometimes look the same and feel the same. True love is moral and intellectual at

its base. It performs not what feels right but what isrightt Ask, oWhat price?
The Devil sells his wares at seeminglthey bar gai

cheapen Chr i shedisr bilmduw genae. o0Chri st al so has
Hi ms eletftherdnot be named. Fornication, uncleanness, and covetousness are

dirty words. They describe dirty deeds. We have heard them too often for too

long. They are not fitting for saints. In an age of easy sin, we need to build fences

for ourselves 8 high fences, broad fences dthat keep us from wandering into

dangerous territory. - Jason Moore

Prayer together: | promise to make my mind pure for you today, Lord.

Wednesday

Read together: Proverbs 5:15-20
Hymn fortheday: 0 Bl est Be The Ti ebo

Private Property

There are some things that are not to be shared. The sexual relationship of man

and wife is one. Itis for them alone. The wise man pictures it euphemistically as a

private well or cistern. Most wells in ancient cities were public domain. There were

too rare to be owned privately. Sothe wi se mands | mage suggests w
and rich blessing the union of man and wife is. The marriage  bed is their wonderful

oasis and one that unlike the public cistern is peculiarly their own private drink. To
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open the cistern to strangers is to spoil the fountain, to pollute its waters, and to

spill its streams into the streets. It renders the giver a betrayer of secrets and

the taker a thief for having s  tolen a drink from that which belonged to another.

There is no pretty picture of adultery. It is the worst kind of trespassing. There is

no way to soften the sin of unfaithfulness. It is the most heinous kind of lie, the

most contemptible violation of trus t. But how charming is the picture of the secret

well that is enjoyed by the man and woman joined by  God. How romantic is the rural

image of the stone well and wooden bucket from which only two lips dare to drink.

Be sure and post by yours asignwithlarg e | etters, easy to read, O
be blessed, and rej oice with theJasonMemreof your yout h.

Pray together: Make my love for my family with the will of my Father.

Thursday

Read together: Habakkuk 3:17-19
Hymn fortheday: 0 Hi gB8eoundod

Real Faith

What is faith? 1Is it trusting in God? Precise
when the barn is full but  especially when the barnisempty. What 6s faith? 1| s
believing God answers your prayeresHisansser si r .
is, ONo, 6 or ONot yet, dé6 or wheexplainHdittslsianswer i s

obeying God? Certainly. But especially is it obeying God when there are
consequences to suffer, enemies to face, storms to weather, and when you walk the
pathway of duty alone. Faith? Is it attending the services? Surely. But also

attending the services when another venture  competes for your attention and
perhaps when brethren pay you no mind. Faith. How do you measure it? By the
dollars you place in the collec tion plate? Perhaps. More so when you like the widow
give from your poverty. What is real faith? The prophet said that the test of real

faith is that i tds st iconies, whHerthedarwedifails, wsepr i ng ne
the land is barren, when the stalls are empty and the well is dry. When life is void
of all comfortable reasons to believe, and f a

Thath@as d. That s real har d. That 0s {Jadort h. Re al
Moore

Pray together: Lord, give my m ore faith today.
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Friday

Read together: Romans 16:116
Hymn fortheday: 0 A Beauti f ul Lifeo

A Golden Deed

In the final chapter of this great epistle, Paul sent some greetings to the members

of the church in  Rome. They are not the people who would make u p the All -star

Team; for most of thleast itidometthlkRkeydresetewaad me.]
they are mentioned nonetheless. In some way, small only in their  own eyes, they

contributed to the cause of Christ.  The kingdom of God cannot thrive without

tho se who enter the stage, play their part, and then quietly exit. They go about

their work without much fanfare, seeking only
|l i ke theydve done much, but they have capture
have theirnamesment i oned i n t he LPahnobebdbse ,b oooak hoefl pleirf eo.f

Paul asks the Christians in Rome to receive her, as she was probably delivering the
letter to the church. She had long come to the assistance of her brethren, a

servant in the truestsense oftheword. Pri sci |l l a and Aquil a, who
necks. 6 The image i s t hat choppegblogkudadytonei r head
sacrifice their lives for life eternal. Tryphaena and Tryphosa, owor
Lord. 6 You just theseteo tlied redlyh i hard. Artd vtzat about

Persis, owho has worked hard in the Lord, 6 an
Can you think of a better commendation? They dr e al | heroes in my b
increase their tribe. - Bubba Garner

Pray together : Thank you God for all those people of God who left me example to
follow.

Saturday

Read together: Matthew 10:24 -33
Hymn fortheday: 0 Each Step | Takeo

Courage For The Disciple

It is the discipleds aim to I mitaudeemmeanshe Mast e
inheriting His reproach. If men possessed the gall to persecute the Master, they

will not leave His servants unattended. But take courage. There is assurance for

the disciple who suffers reproach.  The sufferings of the saints will not go
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unnoticed . |l tds a promise. OTher enotherevealddhandhg cover
hidden that wil!/l not be known. 6 Thhewksdbr d keep
of all fates is the | east of all worries. I t o
snuffed out because of his testimony of the gospel, he has merely hastened his

reward. OAndtdHdoseowhoéekrl| the bodyébut rathe
to destroy bot h s o Theleastroiidisdptesliyof more vdiue thdan. 6

the least creature. Yet even the most common of them is not forgotten. Not even

one sparrow among a thousand ofall s wtiadltheldr
the sparrowbés fall gains His notice hTow much
know the Savioristobeknow n of Him. o0l t&és a promise. 6 0 Wh:¢
beforemen, hi m | wi Il | al so c¢ onf ehave onb dfficolty with My Fat he
these assurances o how easy is our cross. Makes me nervous about our service when

we encounter so little resistance. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Give me strength to trust in your protection; patience to wait for
my hope; and love to live in the shadow of the Son of God.

MY CHALLENGE FOR NEXT WEEK:
During the course of next week | will

Send a card to someone who is not able to get out for services tomorrow;
Call a friend of mine and invite them to services;

Pray for those families we support in preaching the gospel throughout the
world;

Read my Bible every day;

Be kind
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Read together Proverbs 14:14 -16
Hymn for the day: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Practical Pointers From Proverbs

0The backslider in heart will be filled
be filled with the fruit of his ways. The simple believes everything, but the

prudent gives thought to his steps. One who is wise is cautious and turns away from

evil, but a fool I s (Proeeihk14:24s16) Threedood rales¢ol e s
apply to your listening: 1. Keepworki ng. The backsliderds bu
but a good man is not content until heos
step. Dondét | eave your bible study to ©h
check it for yourself. 3. Checkyourpulse . Doné6ét hasten to put
construction on what is said. You have n
understood what 1 s said. Get WJiasodbloore Sheo

Pray together: Make my path to be full of activity, awareness and w isdom.

Monday

Read together Ephesians 5:21 -33
Hymn for the day: 0God Give Us Christian

How Submission Honors God
Although this section of Scripture is meant to teach lessons about the church (vs.

32), it has one overriding sentiment, submission. 0 Submi tting yoursel ves

another in the fear of God, 6 it says. | n
six, he cites the areas of this submission.  Wives are to submit to their husbands.
Godds | aw of order was set Cooll:R)hTheshtisbandcis

begin

to be the spiritual head of the house. The

connection with her salvation she has no higher calling. The husband is to submit to
the role God has assigned. He is to see that the family is what it ou ght to be; this
begins by loving his wife as he ought, in the same way that Christ loved the church
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and gave Himself for it. Husbands are to subm
responsibility of fathers to nourish their children, bring them up in the admonition

of the Lord. To fail to do so is to fail to s
to their parents. Loving father and mother is the beginning of that submission.

Children are to respect and honor théemmy as th
be well with thee. 6 Let each submit hbDemsel f t
Bowman

Pray together: Help my family mold itself into the image designed by God. Help me
as a man to take my place; as a woman to take my place; and as a childt o serve God

in my home.

Tuesday

Read together Genesis 19:1-26
Hymn fortheday: 0 Tr ust And Obeyd

Salt of the Earth
Jesus referred to this account with a simple
(Luke 17:32). Notice t hat He di dndt havedottdssaw ,feqgRdrmhemlpe

became a pill ar of swrgThey nday fohhave knkwn devnames r

but they knew her lot in life. Still, they continued to turn back from God. In

reflecting on this story, Jesus wanted them to remember that: God does not ask

the i mpossible. There was nothing too difficu
family. OEscape for your 1ifel Do not | ook be
straightforward, wi t hout room for misunderstanding. He
something they were incapable of doing. His commandments do not create burdens,

they liftthem. God does not give partial credit. Lot o

escaped for her life, she left the city, but she looked back and became a pillar of

salt. With God, there is no such thing as partial obedience; to obey in part is to

di sobey. You candét pick and chooseDgitaltars of H
you have done nothing at all. God does assess punishment on those who disobey.

She became a pillar of salt. This woman became a testimony to all generations of

what happens when you disobey the commandments of theLord. 01t i s our busi

to see that we do right. God wi |l see that we
In due season.- Bubba Garner

Pray together: Teach me to follow all your will today as an example of true salt.
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Wednesday

Read together Proverbs 6:20 -23
Hymn fortheday: 0 Be Wi t h Me, Lordoéd

Pondering A Proverb

Proverbs teach us general truths about life. They are stated in memorable ways;

sometimes they are subtle, sometimes brutally frank. The section we have just

read is right to the point and deserves our  careful attention. Ideally, fathers and

mothers give instructions intended for the good of the children, so those

instructions are to be regarded highly. He charges that they are to be bound to

the heart of the child and tied about his neck, an obvious reference to making sure

the instructions ar e n &heanJeaus wastempied HEr e needed
answered each oftiSantsanbdys staeympntga, oOi twords wr i tt e
available when the situation called for it.  Solomon says that if that word is near, it

will keep you, no matter the circumstances. He further states that oit will ta
thee, 6 i ndicat i spgopdrfodder forrtontemplaton.dight thinking
produces right actions, for oO0as &etheactest hi nket

the affectivity of the word in three figures, each beautiful in its own right: He

says itis a lamp, to light our way. Itis a light, furnishing the illumination need to

work and worship. Itis a reproof,  giving the proper discipline so that we stay

straightt |t i s a proper proverb tDeeBavmdner , dondt vy

Pray together: Guide my life by thy word, O God th at | may think in right ways as |
am guided by your word.

Thursday

Read together Psalm 8
Hymn fortheday: 0 Al I Things Praise Theeo

Star Search

Some have speculated that Psalm 8 was used in nightly temple worship. The

congregation may have lookedintot he heavensWkenld camgi de&r ét he
moon and the stars, whilvs B). Thehstamyskymsstiia or dai nedo
source of contemplation and instruction.  God is. Have you ever looked at a sunset

and heard someone say, 0 Inseéthat @t nokbellewwinhow anyo
God?6 Thatds because the heavens are telling
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can be no design without a Designer, no order without an Orderer, no creation

without a Creator. These t hi ngs ar e o0c | e al20yMas seemsdathdrRo man s

smal | in comparison. When you consi deasy t he ar

to think youdre insignificant in the grand sc

that God hasshow f avor to Hi m? That Hebrew word for m
describing his weakness in his own eyes. But man is greater than matter. He is the

climax of creation. He has been made a little lower than  the angels, crowned with

glory and majesty, made to r ule over the very moon and star s that first caused him

to conte mplate his role. The mountains, the seas, the animals are all majestic in

their own way, but they are not made in the image of God. What response should

this evoke in him? Not pride, not amdui t i on, n

Lord, how excellenti s THY name in all the earthod (Vs. 9)
God. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Give me a humble heart to see your greatest in your Creation.

Friday

Read together Numbers 22:21 -35
Hymn fortheday: 01l n Heavenly Love Abidingo

Lesson From A Donkey

We dondt often think about Godds grace being

t hi nk ollessiagsdné positive fashion when we think of grace. But sometimes

God shows favor to man when He disciplines. He did in the case of Balaam. Balaam

was behaving stubbornly & so stubbornly that God used his donkey to rebuke him.

Theal ternative to the donkeyds reproof of Bal a
disobedient prophet. Yet God in His grace spared his life and used the occasion to

teach Balaam a needed lesson. The Apostle Paul learned this same lesson when he

prayed three times for the Lord to remove his othorn in the flesh. &6 T
came back from the Lord, oMy graciatheflesshsuf f i ci
whichwasacurset o Paul was actwually a gift of Godds
exalting hi msel f, 6 fr om | Yos maygun ihto somehmalimioday ar y .

come across some bumps in the road or some blockadetoyour pat h. Dondt be o

sensitive to such hindrances t o your progress. We have no revelation from donkeys
or from men to guarantee that our trouble is divinely sent. But there are certainly
some difficultieswewil encounter that are the product of
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discipline. Dondt . déa & leegpdyéulinsthe aght pathe s-slasons
Moore

Pray together: May | learn today the bounty of your grace; in all of the challenges
of the day.

Saturday

Read together Matthew 26:47 -56
Hymn fortheday: 601 Gave My Life For Theebod

Jesus: Provision Of God For Man

The story of Jesus is the most pensive and poignant story of all time. It is filled

with joy and pathos, joy and sadness, defeat and victory. In it is the joy of our

salvation, the assurance of our victory, the hope  of our souls. The story her e is

sad, because Judas comes and betrays the Lord by, of all things, a kiss. Jesus is

led away as if He were a common criminal. Peter strikes the servant of the high

priest, cutting off his ear.  Jesus rebukes the action, stating it interfered with the

pan of God for mands r e diththedcriptures. | Rerhapstheor danc e
saddest thing of all is that oalJdestuhsed dp usrcp oosl €
for coming is predicted in Isaiah 53. o0oYet it
hath put Him to grief: when Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall

see Hi s seed:é Hthetavaibof His sauleand shall be satisfied: by His

knowledge shall My righteous servant justify many  for He shall bear their

i niquitiekpPGodwss gob@ness is indescribable, Hi
His grace incomprehensible. Heg aveHs Son and Hi s Son gave His |
was done that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilleddé (Matt. 2
Think some today about the noble sa crifice Jesus made on your behalf. It will do

you good. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Father, help me to see your love for sending your son; his love for
dying for me.
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The Family Together & Week 7
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Proverbs 14:17-21
Hymn for the day: Have Thine Own Way

Practical Pointers From Proverbs

OA man of quick temper acts foolishly, and a
simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. The evil bow

down before the good, the wicked at the gates of the righteous. The poor is

disliked even by his neighbor, but the rich has many friends. Whoever despises his

neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who i
14:17-21)
Workonthese and youdll be wise today:
A Be peaceable. Those soon angry are foolish. Peacemakers are most like the Son.
0They shal/l be called sons of God, 6 Jesus s a
A Be inquisitive. Hungering and thirsting for righteousness is an acquired appetite.
Work atit,becau se ot he simple inherit folly.©o
A Be good. It may not seem so from the headl in
before the good. 6 I n fact, oevery knee shal/l
before the good God.
A Be merciful. Know someone who needs a friend? Don 8t i gn odhethdth e m
despises his neighbor sins. Get Wisdom. And character will follow. - Jason
Moore

Pray together: Let my worship today show me the path of wisdom.

Monday

Read together Titus 2:11 -14
Hymn for the day: OAmazing Gracebo

Being Gracef ul
Amazing Grace is probably the most well known hymn of our time. It was written by

John Newton, whose |ife story is summarized o
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once an infidel, a servant of slavers in Africa, was by the rich mercy of our Lord

and Savior, Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach

the faith he had | ong | abored to destroy. 6 Wh
The source. It is the o0grace of God. o6 It was
gave His only begotten S on (John 3:16). It was God who make Him who knew no sin

to be sin on our behalf (2 Corinthians 5:21). It was God who found us dead in our

sin and made us alive together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5). Faith, repentance,

confession, and baptism are all eternal ly important. But they mean nothing without

grace, the gift of God. The accomplishment. 0
bringing salvation. 6 Grace is trudy amazing,
forgiveness of sins, redemption, pardon, justification. All w ho are searching for

|l ifeds eraser or rewind button need | ook no f
to all men. o6 It becomes more and more amazing
save even oOa wretch | i ke me. 6 No maheresr who vy

no sin so great that it cannot be covered by the grace of God. You know the song;
do you know the Savior? - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Thank you Father for your mercy and grace.

Tuesday

Read together John 1:43 -51
Hymn for the dRgl!| owWhde Wi d$ PO

Jesus Calls

Jesusd calling of the apostles is interesting
He called fishermen, a tax collector, even an insurrectionist. With these few

simple men he o0turned the world upside down, 0
Todayodosngreadils how He called Philip and Nat ha
because of what you can read between the lines. Philip followed without question.

There was no excuse, no turning back to get something left behind, no waiting until

it was more convenient t o do so. He was called and he w
Nat hanael . 6 His first thought was to find one
the good news. He o0foundd6é Nat hanael i ndicates
doing so; but he was willing to do whatever was necessary to find him and tell him

what he had found. Philip shared the good new
was promised by Moses and the prophets, wedve

ashamed of what he had found, but excited about it. Nathan ael was somewhat
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dubious it seems. o0Come and see! o6 Philip said
follow no matter what; we need to find those whom we love and introduce them to

the Savior; and we need to share the good news whenever and wherever we ha ve

the opportunity. Will you do it today? - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Give me the courage to share the good news of Jesus today.

Wednesday

Read together Revelation 1:1 -3
Hymn for the day: 0Give Me The Biblebd

Overcoming Revelation

oWhat i s t Reveldionabout?rhe Lord and the devil get into a fight. The
Lord winso (Joe Wiltshire). | dondt mean to o
books of the Bible, but if we can just remember that simple summary, we can

better grasp its meaning and its m essage to every Christian. Revelation is a New
Testament book about Jesus Christ just like Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. It

contains letters to the New Testament churches just like Romans, Corinthians,
Galatians and Ephesians. The difference is thatitis  written in a style of literature
called apocalyptic. This type of writing tells the future using signs, symbols and

visions. We can understand the book of Revelation. It is a message from God

written in a special code to His people who were suffering perse  cution. His purpose
was not to cover up the truth but to unveil and reveal it, as the name of the book
suggests. The early Christians would have been very familiar with all of the imagery
and symbolism, but the enemy, were it intercepted, would not be able to
comprehend it. As with every inspired book, we must be careful not to take it out

of context and apply it apart from its original audience. But we can take comfort in
knowing that the same message of victory in Jesus tothe 1 %' Century Christian is
available in the 21st Century and beyond. Let us read, hear and heed the things
written in this book (1:3). - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Thank you God for victory in Jesus Christ.
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Thursday

Read together Jeremiah 10:1 -10
Hymn for the day:rr eo Fatulbber | A

Idols Of Our Age

It is a marvel that men even served idols. It is even more a marvel to read of the

distinguished believers who fell prey to the folly of idolatry. Even Solomon, the

wisest man of his age, succumbed to the practice. Men of lesser  wisdom should

take warning and observe the idols of our day. Myhobby. He is the god of leisure.

The god of simple pleasures gone to seed. The vestigages of his worship are the

deer lease, the fishing boat, the woodshop, the golf course, the latest compute r

upgrade. There is nothing wrong with leisure, but we live in a time when folks are

fat with leisure while their religion is anorexic.

Morestuff. He is the god of things. Bigger barns. Better cars. Louder speakers.

Clearer pictures. Faster hard drives.  The evidence of his duping of mankind is

excessive credit. Men are slaves to indebtedness. They work not to share but the

meet their minimum monthly payment. They have not the time or the means to

invest in heavenly treasure because men cannot serve two ma sters. Imbusy. He is

the god of the jet set, a people who are preoccupied with their own schedules.

There is no nobility in being so busy that there is no time for God, for worship, for

family. Good intentions wondt do.Théeybxpectds t he
|l ess of you. Theydll settle for excuses. Jeho
your person, not the leftovers, not lame sacrifices. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Teach me to keep my eyes on eternal things and serve only God.

Friday

Readtogether | Samuel 17:41 -52
Hymn for the day: o0Sol diers Of Christ, Arisel!

You Can Slay A Giant

It is sad indeed that this great story has be
classes. It has such important information for people of all ages o certainly for the

little people, but for the big people, too. Let me give you three quick things to learn

from Daviddéds battle with the Gathian Giant, G
could with what he had. He quickly saw that h
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but he knew for a certainty how to use a shep
you have and put it to work in the kingdom. You, too, can slay a giant. David put his

trust in God, not mends equipment. O0This day
h a n d = told théngiant. The sooner we see that we are incapable of doing what

we need the sooner we will put our trust in God. We should not turn to Him as a

last resort, but, like David, as a first one. David decided what he needed to do and

thendiditenthusi asti cally. The scripture says, o0Davic
the Philistine. 6 There was no hesitancy, no w
God wanted him to do, he want and did it. Trust God. He will overcome. Spend no

time on mandés mepltaoss obheyadhdsdt wor k well . B

Slay a giant today. You can do it. - Dee Bowman
Pray together: Help me to be a worker in the kingdom of God with my talents.

Saturday

Read together Luke 19:1 -10
Hymn for the day: 0Seek Ye Firsto

A Wee Little Man

The meeting of Zaccheus and Jesus is one of my favorite in all the Bible. The

lessons abound. Jesus sees the little people. Zaccheus was a wee little man. He was

small in the eyes of the multitude who saw his occupation and knew of his wealth

and so despised him. But he was not too small for Jesus to see and for Jesus to

visit. Jesus knows our names. Zaccheus knew who Jesus was. Everybody did. How

surprised he must have been to have Jesus address him! How surprised we might

be to know how often we 6r e on Goddés mind. I n

fact wedbve been on His mind since before time
are looking for Him. The multitudes came to see Jesus, but Zaccheus went farther.

Perhaps we should take warning wéteemajoriydr e onl
to see Jesus. Zaccheus went farther and Jesus found him. Jesus walks with those

who suffer for Him. The crowd spoke disparagingly of Zaccheus, but also of Jesus.

OHeds gonna eat with a sinner, 6 they ®aid. Th
unashamedly confess his resolve to fit himsel
or not he took the rap and suffered | oss for

not ashamed to call such sinners His own. - Jason Moore
Pray together: Thank you Lor d for saving me from my sins.
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The Family Together & Week 8
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together (Acts 1:1, 14, 22 -24, 33, 36)

The Beginning of Proclamation

oWhen the day of Pentecost had come, they

taking his stand with the eleven, raised
Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God

with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your

midst, this Man, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to

death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it

was impossible for Him to be held in its power. Therefore having been exalted to

the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the

Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. Therefore let

all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and

Christ 8t hi s Jesus whom you c¢r u243i3@d. 6 (Act s

Pray together: Thank you Father for Jesus of Nazarene.

Monday

Read together Revelation 6:9 -11
Hymn for the day: 0God Will Take Care of

Wonders Never Cease

OHow | ong, O Lord?¢é6 was the wondering of
of what was happening to His people? They were being arrested, convicted, and
banished from the synagogues and cities. There were beaten, shot through with

arrows, and tortured. Some were enclosed in sacks full of scorpions and poisonous
snakes. Others were covered with fresh animal skins and thrown to wild dogs. Still

others were nailed to a cross. Nero was known to have burned them at the stake to
provide lightd ur i ng hi s nightly garden parties.
where. 6 Revelation was written to assure
control but still reigns from His mighty throne. Even when the opposition possesses
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some authority, they a re never more powerful than He who spoke them into

existence. There wil!/l be times when you ponde
prosper and righteous suffer, when a baby dies or a teen is taken in the prime of

life, when it seems the scales of justice a re weighed against us. In all that appears

unfair about life, remember that the Lord is still on His throne. He has not

abandoned His children but is patiently working a plan whereby everything will be

made beauti ful I n Hi s ti meheardlee lastsfthesew her e. W
souls under the altar. At the end of the book, they come to life and reign with

Christ (20:4). Such is the hope for all who put their trust in Him. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Give me strength today to have trust in you, Father; no matter how
difficult life can be.

Tuesday

Read together Ephesians 6:5 -9
Hymn for the day: o0Take My Life, And Let 1t B

Somebody Is Watching

This reading comes in the context which was b
to one anotherinthefea r of the Lord. 6 It has to do with
themselves to their various roles. In this section Paul encourages servants and

masters about their roles. Il n essence, he say
dondt perform our s ebuvbecause we have agreed toli. ©urs e e n
agreement is with God. We agreed to serve Him
be seen of men, éd eit her .-sedngeye. PlopenrservicEtod has an
men is tantamount to serving God. Verse six, again,pl ease. We dondt do it
mereeye-ser vi ce, but o6doing the will of God from
serve, we are doing His will, not just the will of our employer. And we do it from

the heart, with good conscience. Such service is necessary for the boss, too. o0DoO
the same things to them, 6 he says. Right is r

man on the payroll. True is as true for the boss as for the employee. After all, they

have a Master to whom they must gdofe an accou
director s, itds God al mighty. Man i s responsi
his situation in |ife. -PeedBowmanhen nobodyds | oo

Pray together: Make me a shining light in school or in my job today for Jesus
Christ.
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Wednesday

Read together Proverbs 11:23 -28
Hymn for the day: oDo Al I Il n The Name Of The

Practical Advice For Today
Wisdom demands adherence to truth; and truth runs through all areas of life. It

takes truth to have a truly happy life, to maintain a sweet spir it, to entertain the
highest hope. Wisdom and truth are connected so that what is true may be wisely
used. 0The desire of the righteous is only go
seek only good. 0The expectation oftngydfe wi cke
one devoted to evil. Notice that both odesire

Together, they form hope. The righteous person has the hope of good to come, the
wicked may expect only wrath. Solomon says the person who distributes to those
who have needs will be made full himself, while those who withhold from the needy
will be cursed by the people on account of his stinginess. Those who put confidence

in riches are apt to fall into a snare, for 0
23:5). On the oth er hand, the person who trusts in righteousness will be paid a

dividend far above this worldés riches. Final
wise; wise above the wisest. Says he, o0he tha

superior thing to win those to  the Lord who might not have come otherwise. A wise
man will not withhold from them that choicest of all blessings. Think about these
things today: wisdom, riches, souls. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Make me wise today in the will of God.

Thursday

Read together Joel 2:28 -32
Hymn for the day: o06Jesus |Is Callingé

The Promise Fulfilled

This passage is special because it was the theme taken by Peter on the day of

Pentecost when the first gospel sermon was preached. It was a prediction that was

to come true on this special day, a day when the kingdom of God came with power.

It is a microcosm of Goddés plan of salvation.
the Spirit through the apostles. This outpouring is certainly seen in the miracles at

Pentecost (cf. Acts 1:2-4). The apostles spoke in tongues they had not learned.
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When the people were astonished at that, Pet e
thatéd and he quotes Joel 2:28. Second, it wa
testimony to the outpouring of the Spirit. The apostles Obegan to spc¢
Spirit gave them utteranced6 (Acts 2:4) so tha
|l anguages the wonderful works of Goddé (Acts 2
promise in Joel 2 is wonder f uobutobmyysmrhah our dr e
all flesh,o6 it stated. Peter said, OFor the
to those who are afar off, even as many as t
whom He calls are those who oOcal I:132,A@gson t he n
2:39, Acts 22:16), be they Jew or Gentile. This is a wonderful promise, its

assurance a hope to cherish today. - Dee Bowman

p
h
a

Pray together: Help me to do all things in the name of Jesus today.

Friday

Read together Revelation 17:1 -14
Hymnfort he day: o6Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesusé

Not So Little Lamb

The Lord goes to great lengths to describe the enemies of the Lamb. A sea beast

who has ten horns, seven heads, the body of a leopard, the feet of a bear, the

mouth of a lion (13:1 -10). A land beast who speaks as a dragon and makes fire come

down out of he aven (13:1%18). A great dragon who, with one swipe of his tail, swept

away a third of the stars of heaven (12:3 -4). And a woman on a scarlet beast,

holding a golden cup full of her immoralities and abominations. Reminds me of some

wise adviceinoaetVeghgewi th ugly people, they
course, these descriptions are figurative, but imagine what they figure! Power,

authority, influence, experience. Who are we going to send to fight them, who will

be able to withstand them, whowi | | del i ver wus from their gras)|
war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of

Lords and King of Kingsdé (vs. 14) .

You have your own battles to fight. Your own beasts, monsters, and giants. Some
addicton, some anxiety, some temptation. All of us wage war against the devil and
his devices. But he seems pretty small next to the Lamb of God. For He has already
crushed the head of our enemy and sounded the victory with His blood. | want to
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be on His sihdbe.areTwigée wWim are the called and
Are you with the Lamb? Or are you with the dragon? - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Thank you Father for the victory in Jesus Christ.

Saturday

Read together Matthew 28:1 -10
Hymn for the Adays;e60Chr i st

He Is Risen!

We revere those oOthree |ittle words: o | || ove
beautiful in any language. Not so. The three most beautiful words ever to fall from

the |Iips of any being were statedmbynthg: andge
is risen!o6 The significance of that statement
to our needs, states our hope; it powerfully
risené is so, then who He was is sadaissdIf o0He i
OHe is risen6 is so, then there is a heaven a
bad. |l f oOoHe is riseno is so, our salvation is
possible reality. That means we can entertain the thought of the resurrect ion of

the body with great anticipation and inexpres
behooves us to listen carefully to the words of that resurrected One when He said,

ONot everyone that calleth Me Lord, Lord, sha
but he that doeth the will of My Fatheroé (Mat't
indeed is risen. We can trust what He said, put our total confidence in His

promises. Take those three little words with you today and let them ring in your

heart several tim es as you go along.- Dee Bowman

Pray together: Today | wil/ think of the wond
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The Family Together & Week 9
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Proverbs 22:1 -3
Hymn for the day: Tell me the story of  Jesus

Practical Pointers from Proverbs

OA good name is to be chosen rather than grea
silver or gold. The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the maker of

them all. The prudent sees danger and hides himself, butt  he simple go on and

suffer for it.-8 (Proverbs 22:1

Three points to determine your bearings today.

OA good name is better than riches. d So what
Lord does. 0The rich and poor meet thaianet her . o6
man possesses is his soul. Your soul is the only thing in this life you have to lose,

and the only thing you can be assured of keep

evil.dé6 Wisdom is the ability to see thle end o
candt see that trouble is around the corner.
before he acts. Get Wi sdo mJasos Maoie!l | keep you o

Pray together: Teach me this week to see the importance of wisdom in all my
decisions that | make.

Monday

Read together: 2 Corinthians 6:14 -7:1
Hymn for the day: o0l Walk Wi th The Kingbo

Clash Of Cultures

The questions that Paul posed to the Corinthians concerning their response to their

culture still need answering in our time. In view of the promised all iance with the

justGod 6ol wi I I dweéwhat partmrershiphde weavant with lawlessness? In

consideration of the promise of divine company o601 wi | | wal kdwAoamong t he
would dim the brightness of His light by fellowship with darkness? In the fa ceofa
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God who came to adopt us as children 661 wi | | b edwhdweuldrpref€rdod 6

Belials and false gods who make promises which they cannot keep? In view of divine

election 60t hey wi | | bdevhoMguld glecote de e éhe company of

unbel i evers who question and even mock Godods in
guestions are easily posed and easily answered. In spite of their ease, they are

seldom considered and often ignored. Ask them today. Answer them in the choices

youmake asyouinter act wi th our cul ture. Remember who
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting hol4iJasersMoore n t he fear of Go

Pray together: Give me strength today to remain unde filed from the influence of
the world.

Tuesday

Read together Revelation 20:11 -15
Hymn for the day: o0Take My Life, And Let 1t B

The Day of the Lord

There was a misunderstanding among the early
Coming. | guess there still is. Some thought that Jesus would return immediately

after His ascension. When that didndt happe
would return at all. Peter said that mocker
promise of His return? All continues justasi t was from the beginning
(2 Peter 3:4). Perhaps the Christians were afraid God had forgotten His promise to

judge the world, to punish the wicked and rescue the righteous. This revelation

assured them otherwise. Since God is still reigning, ju  dgment is still certain. There

»w S

has been a | ot of talk the | ast few months ab
terrorists to justice.O6 | hope that we do. Bu
military, | have more confidence in another day of reckoning. 0The great and si
will be brought out of the rocks and hills and other hiding places and will be judged

coaccording to their deeds. 6 | have heard that
this passage, Martin Luther wr aotce,, odBoer m nocrec e

lake of fire, the second death, awaits those who have not obeyed the Gospel of
Christ. But for those who have been born again, resurrected to walk in newness of
life, they need not fear death at all. - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Lord come today.
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Wednesday

Read together Proverbs 11:29 -31
Hymn for the day: oOoWhat Shall It Profit A Man

A Wise Manbds Portfolio

You can try to say something well, or conjure a precept to live by, and always find it

said better in the Proverbs. It is a sham e that this reservoir of wisdom is drawn

from so infrequently and that men stop only for a sip but not to drink deeply for

strength to continue on their journey. Quench your thirst on the words of the wise

man today. Make an investment in home improvement. Some houses collapse for

neglect. Some are left in shambles by abusive tenants. But the occupants of both

houses inherit the same fate. The wise man sa
wi | | inherit wind. o6 Theydre bot h trogaydh@r ed hom
in your house, but in your household, in your home and family. It will pay off big.

Invest in a lost soul today. Time spent in teaching the gospel is the sole investment

in this life where a man suffers no loss of capital. Even if the gospel i s rejected
you win because youdve reminded a man of his
God. OHe who is wise wins souls. o6 Remember th
his investment in this |ife. Men donodot stop t
demands His response to sin. God could not be good and do nothing about sin. The
righteous wil/l be rewarded. It is a certainty

much more the wickedasoaNMabret he sinner! ¢
Pray together: Let me work today to bui  Id up my family to be holy.

Thursday

Read together Revelation 2:10, 21:1 -4, 22:1-5
Hymn for the day: oOWhen We AlIl Get To Heavenod

Looking Through
Jesus said that part of following Him involves a willingness to take up your cross
(Matthew 16:24). Sufferi  ng and persecution are not a possibility; they are a

certainty. But what makes them bearable is th
compared with the glory that shall be reveale
are faithful until death, God has promisedthe se rewards. ol will gi ve
of I'ife.d6 Athletes compete for a prize that r
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Champion, who has run the race before us, is waiting to award us with an

imperishable one. Let there be no doubt about it: your cross is well worth your

crown. 0God Himself wild/ be among them. éd Afte
the eye of faith, we will finally be able to see Him face to face. We long for

reunion with those who have gone before us. But just one glimpse of Him in glory

will the toils of I|ife repay. o0They wil/ reig
Wedre at odds with the world. Thatdos why wedr
t hat wedre just passing through. We are heade

different, wh ere everyone fits in. Those who serve God through suffering in this
world will reign with Him in glory in the next one. Let us hear, read and head the
things that are written in this book. For the time is nearer than when we first
believed (Revelation 1:1-3). - Bubba Garner

Pray together: Today | will look more closely at the crown of life that has my name
written upon it.

Friday

Read together Ezekiel 37:1 -15
Hymn for the day: oln The Morning Of Joyo

Il n That Great Gettingd Up Morning

oDem bondonedemgonna wal k around, 0

oDem bones, dem bones, gonna wal k around, 6
oDem bones, dem bones, gonna wal k around, 0
ONow hear de word of de Lord. 6

So says the old Negro spiritual which made this passage the most famous in the

book of Ezekiel. This wonderful s tory gave hope to Israel, now divided into two

kingdoms, led away into captivity scarcely even recognizable as a nation. Enter God.

The bleached bones had laid so long in the valley they were dried up. God said, |

will raise them up, put sinewstoconnect t hem (o0de f oot bone connec
ankle bone, 6), shroud them with flesh and ski
|l ife. oDem bones gonna wal k around, 6 He says.
again, this time concerning life, giving the four winds o f the earth as a metaphor of

His life -giving spirit. The bones began to come together, bone to bone, sinew to

sinew, flesh to flesh, life to life. What that says to us is as significant as what it

said to the children of | dlrasedpthatahich wi | | del i v
seemingly no |l onger has any I|life. o6 I n that gr
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in the graves shall hear His voice and come f
the resurrecti on e2B). Yied sir! ®emdbonesigonnanwalk ardud! -
Dee Bowman

Pray together: Lord, help me to see the glory of the resurrection day.

Saturday

Read together Matthew 28:16 -20
Hymn for the day: oOFar and Nearo

The Great Commission

Godds plan for saving t he legreatcomnussibndtisi s a si m
simply stated by God Himself in the person of
given to Me. o6 Both the disciple and prospecti
to command. When His rule in religion is not acknowledged men f ashion idols and

idle religion. Disciples who dondt submit to
dondt see His authority dondét follow. 0Go. 6 R
to go. He has authority in heaven and on earth, over the natural an  d the

supernatural, over life and even over death. That should fuel our efforts because

the one who said, 0Go,6 is able to equip us f
effective disciple maker does not actually require good leadership qualities.

Instea d it requires good following skills. Good disciples make good disciples

because they show others how to follow the Le
aut hority. He al one has the right to decl are
been pleasedtodoso. 0 Teaching them. 6 Being an effective
does not require great communicative genius, but just the patience and humility to

show other disciples how to observe all that the Teacher has already

communicated. - Jason Moore

Pray together: | need patience and humility to share the good news of Christ
today.
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The Family Together & Week 10
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Proverbs 25:8 -11
Hymn for the day: Holy, Holy, Holy

Practical Pointers From Proverbs

oDo not hastily bring into court, for what wi
puts you to shame? Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal

another's secret, lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute

havenoend. A word fitly spoken is |ike apples of
(Proverbs25:8-11) The wise man reminds us that we <ca
wedbre wrong with our neighbor. Go to your bro

0Go not fogrth Ba@EIWe. Dondt be so quick to go
brother. Why not rather be defrauded? OArgue your case with your
hi ms Klefe.p6 it between you and him. Dondt make i

private with your brother., 0 A wbrdly spoken i s ISaykite appl es o
carefully. Say it kindly. Say it to God first
Shedol | protect y-dJasonfMoovtem your sel f .

Pray together: Give me wisdom today to speak
Monday

Read together Psalm 15
Hymn for the day: o0Wedre Marching To Zionbo

The Citizen of Zion

So much is said in the Psalms about the blessings and privileges that are granted to

the righteous man. Psalm 15 describes and defines who the righteous manis.  David

begins with a question, owho may abide in Thy
Abide and adwell suggest that he is not interested in just passing through. He is

looking for permanent residence in the presence of God, citizenship in Zion.

Several ¢ haracteristics are listed, but they all stem from the three qualities in

verse 2. Whatamanis. He who owal ks with integrity. o6 Wal
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consistent, and constant; it is running neither behind nor ahead. To walk with
integrity (like the word  /nteg er) is to go through life as a whole, complete person,
without any artificial parts or components.  Whata mandoes. He who owor ks

righteousness. 6 Because of his inward desire
follow suit. oO0There i s (Povehalg:12vtbmanyhmes. B ms r i g h
the citizen of Zion is not interested in doing what seemsr i ght, heds interes:s
doing what /s right. Whatamansays. He who oOspeaks the truth in
no coincidence that proper use of the tongue is requir  ed to be at home with God.

His heart is true to his words; he does not s
who does these things will never be shakend (

throne of God. - Bubba Garner
Pray together: Help me walk today in the integrity of the Lord.

Tuesday

Read together John 3:1 -15
Hymn for the day: ol Will Sing The Wondrous S

The New Birth

Woul dndét it be great if you could undo your p
Woul dndt it be grand if you could remove your
truth is that you can. Thatds what the new bi

Incomprehensibl e! How can a man start again when he is old? The secret is not to
live life over. That would just mean making the same or similar mistakes all over
again. The point of the new birth is to make the man over again ~ d not the outside of

the man but the inside. 0 The wind bl ows where it wishes, a
it, but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is
born of the Spirit.d6 The changes indicative o

spirit rather than his body so that  this birth is not perceived in the same way as

the birth of a child. We dondt see the wind.
in the stirring of the leaves or the waving of a flag. The spiritual newborn does not

necessarily experience any changes in h is physical constitution to indicate that the

birth has occurred. But there are signs in the conduct and direction of the

spiritual newborn that betray the change that has taken place within. There are

new habits, a new diet, a new vocabulary, and a new ou tlook & all products of the

new birth. Folks say to him, oOYoudve really ¢
you? - Jason Moore
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Pray together: Let people today see Christ living in me.

Wednesday

Read together Acts 10:1 -8
Hymn for the dayt BighiThWwi Hbe God?0o

Keys To Conversion

We <cal l this account the o0Conversion of Corne
coupl e of verses, many might wonder, owhat do
from?6 The world | ooks and ehravenlbwdeBewa®Dt hi s m

a devout man. Not only was he a Roman soldier, he was an officer, a Centurion, a

commander of 100 men. To earn such rank he must have been responsible, diligent,

an honorable man. He was even owetlhe spokwedh of
(vs. 22). Not bad for a Gentile. He was a God-fearing man. He was not an idolater or

a worshiper of the Roman gods. He believed in the true God of heaven and feared

Him. Thatds not an emotion, thatods anhattitud
all his household. He was a generous man.He gave many alms to Jewish people,

seeing a need and doing what he could to satisfy it. Such charity expects nothing in

return. He was a praying man. He prayed to God continually and with great

devotion. Matthew Henry observes, OWherever the fear o
it will appear both in works of charity and piety, and neither will excuse us from
the other.é Cornelius was all of these things

religious, but he was not ri  ght with God. He was ready to hear all that had been
commanded by the Lord (vs. 33), but he was not saved until he obeyed it (vs. 48). -
Bubba Garner

Pray together: Make my heart right with you, O Lord, in accordance with this will.

Thursday

Read togeth er Zephaniah 1:14-18
Hymn for the day: oWill Jesus Find Us Watchin

Warning Message From Zephaniah
The book of Zephaniah is a book about judgment. While the judgment he describes
is warning against disaster for the children of Israel, it also has the e ffect of
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warning against the final accountings of things, that final judgment at the end of

time. As you think about these warnings, think about the final judgment as well.

0The great day oflthwakondarsfoeathé neaetions
and it is near for all people today. olt is a
the judgment 6 (Hebrews 9:27). Even htalte dami g st
day of wrath, a day oAstroutvhe andZdpbhihbneabhosé
be for those who have not revered and obeyed God at the final judgment. ol  wi ||l
bring distrwbhatoa menrdbble thought that ot hei
out as dust, their flesh made as dung. 6 It sh
think. 0 Their silver and gold shalolWhmdt stheldblig tp
a man i f he gain the whole world and | ose his
will have at the judgment. These are warnings intended to prevent the horrible

fate Zechari ah describes. We need to get as close as we can to God so that when

that day comes we need not be afraid. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Direct my steps to serve God today; to serve him in eternity.

Friday

Read together 2 Corinthians 7:8 -16
Hymnforthe day: oDi d You Repent, Fully Repent?86

Repent: The Hard Command
Repentance may be the hardest commandment of all. It requires the very best in a

ma n . Many a person wil|l be | ost, not because
denied the historicityofJesu s, but because he never repente
works repentance, 6 Paul gddysdrrawwerks.repdtarice.c e, he

Sometimes folks are sorry for their sin, but only because they got caught. Godly
sorrow is the kind that comes of the realizat  ion that you have offended God. But
look at godly sorrow and its accompanying repentance and see what it accomplishes:
Carefulness. Once a man realizes he is in an undone condition he is more apt to be
careful about how he walks, where he goes, what he doe s. Clearing. The conscience
cannot be relieved by any means other than the obedience wrought by repentance.
This o0seasons of refreshing, 6 as Peter calls
obedience (Acts 3:19). Indignation. Once a man has repented of his sin and taken a
stand for truth and piety, he has a disdain for his former life. That helps to insure

his continued faithfulness. Good attitudes. What strong desire is brought by
repentance, what zeal for goodness, what revenge is gained against evil! These ar e
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attitudes of the righteous. They insulate against worldliness and its allurements.
Repentance is truly hard; but when the time comes that it is needed, it is the most
logical thing in the world. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Father, forgive me of my sins.

Saturday

The Family Together: Five Reasons

1. Encourage spiritual headship among fathers. Many fathers are providers and
decision makers but not spiritual leaders in their households. The Family Together
equips fathers for daily conversations with their children o0in the
admoni ti on oZ Pramote together tane within families. = Household
habits like television, little league, overtime, tee time, and many more leisure time
activities pull families apart.  7he Family Together builds the daily habit of
uninterrupted family time to draw the family closer together. 3. Restore living
room religion. Congregational bible classes supplement but cannot 9 and should not &
supplant the biblical and moral instruction provided by parents, especially fathers,
in the home. The Family Together encourages a return to the old path of teaching

the Bible odiligently wunto thy c¢chi WUdnspgen é when
habi't

hearth and home worshipto God. Accor ding to Jesus, the
and worship in O0secret o cur Bi8Falwily pogatieri sy
encourages private, daily devotion in the home which prepares true worshippers for
public, weekly worship in the assembly. 5. Kindle homespun Bible instruction. 7he
Family Together i s not a chil drends book fsomewotkfon
the family ‘fogether . It serves as a practical companion, but not a substitute, for

the spontaneous, interactive guidance of the parent. It creates a natural context

for such guidance. Get your family together today and every day. It just makes

sense.
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The Family Together & Week 11
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together John 20:1 -10
Hymn for the day: OHe arosebo

Sunday Morning Starters:

|l tds not | dag.t anot her

|l tds the Lordds Day

l tds not just another week.

ltds a new week.

|l tds not just another Sunday.

ltds the first day.

|l tds not just another morning.

|l tds the resurrection morning.

|l tds not just a matter of perspective.
|l tds a matter of attitude.

Pray to gether: Let me spend this day in devoted worship to God.

Monday

Read together Matthew 5:1 -12
Hymn for the day: o0Take My Life And Let It Be

Attitudes And The Beatitudes

The Sermononthe Mount i s wi t hout doubt the most famous
is quoted around the worl d. It is quoted by f
And all with good reason, for it is the most perfect piece of information ever

presented. The sermon begins with Jesus pronouncing a blessing on those who

adopt and maintain a good attitude. There is no etymological connection between

the word attitude and beatitude , they merely sound alike. But there is a connection

bet ween the beatitudes and the attitudes that
that man who has a right attitu  de. First, foward himself . He must be humble,

seeing himself as having little value when divorced from his relationship to Jesus.
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He is to be meek, gentle and under control. He is to have a right attitude toward

Godby having a thirst for spiritual things, seeking to find and sustain a pure heart.

He is to have aright attitude  foward his fellows , being merciful, a seeker of peace.

And he is to have a right attitude  foward persecution if, of course, it comes

because of who he is 8 a Christian. When these at titudes are present he is called
osalt,é6 that which flavors and preserves the
see the Savior. Try today to reflect the Great Light. Light up the little corner of

the world where you are. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Make me a light today!

Tuesday

Read together Proverbs 1:1 -6
Hymn for the day: oTake My Hand And Lead Mebd

Importance Of Good Judgment

I made a mistake. It was just a foolish error
just wused foolish jdud@omenut neendy tdbadtwoogpi and t h
y ou 0 r e Lidedsifull of opportunities for judgments of various sorts 0 some

are little, seemingly insignificant, some are very important and may have long

lasting results. Every decision is important, none e ver easy. Judgments follow us
wherever we go. The wise man urges us that we pay careful attention to

judgments and he says the book of Proverbs is given in order that justice,

judgment, equity, knowledge and discretion might prevail in all areas of life, n 0
matter your age. This revelation can make the young man wise, even though he may
not yet have much experience with living life.  Your decisions are important. The
word of God makes it possible for you to make good decisions, not foolish ones. But
in order to do so, you will have to develop a familiarity with it. Make the word of

God part of who you are and what you decide and you will not render foolish
judgments. As you go about your activities to
word; it will help yo u judge which way to go. - Dee Bowman

Pray together: Lord, give me a heart of wisdom today to follow thy will.
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Wednesday

Read together John 2:1 -11
Hymn for the day: o0Jesus | s AlIl The World To

Power of Jesus To Command

Jesusd very wasthesweddinmg feast at Cana in Galilee. John 2:11 says,

0This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of
His disciples believed in Him.o6 Miracles are
in this case, a sign of great power. Throughout the personal ministry of Jesus He

showed people He was the Messiah by doing the great signs only a Messiah could

have done. And yet some still rejected Him, just as they do today. There is an

interesting little side note in this narrative . In verse five, Mary, the mother of

Jesus, said, OoWhatever He says to you, do it.

it is to Him we owe our thanksgiving for coming and providing for the remission of

sins, we should certainly listen to the advice ofHi s mot her, oO0OWhatever He
you, do it.o6 He Himself said, ONot everyone t

enter the kingdom of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in

Heaveno (Matt. 7:21). Jesus dioddednioanmakeswse gns, a

we know of His oOeternal power-3andifweouyhooddé (s
believe Him to be the Son of God, we will do all that He says & even today. - Dee
Bowman

Pray together: | will promise today to do whatever Jesus says to do.

Thursday

Read together Nehemiah 1:1 -11
Hymn for the day: oDid You Think To Pray?5o

A Model Prayer

The sermon on the mount preserves Jesusd0 mode
replete with other prayers worthy of our imitation such as that of Nehemiah in

todayds reading. tLosk tdate iwti diegudisadtie paaaple r .

of the widow wh o pleaded with the unjust judge to avenge her of her adversary.

Nehemiah prayed with such persistency oday an
to his plight is a demonstration that God sha
out day and rLuke b8t7).t o H$ mbhe si nh@odsbe@rmgreai. f L
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to me a sinner! o6 was Nehemiahds petition as h
his times. The man who regularly speaks to God and reflects on His law feels the

same as God about sin. Nehemiahwentd own t o hi s house justified
humbl es himself wil/ blet eixsalttheed dp a(rlLtuikcei pla8n:t 164s)
Nehemiah didnoét just pray for the Loradn to do.
do: oLet your servant pr osthee@rayertofifaitte dtlkey 6 ( v s.
prayer uttered by a man marching off to do th

prayer God will answer, it is the volunteerds
wish to offer a prayer that you know will be heard, imitate this model prayer of
Nehemiah. It was written for our learning. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Lord, teach me to pray.

Friday

Read together Acts 2:1 -47
Hymn for the day: 0Zionds Call o

A Sign For All Seasons

0They were all filled winth ot hsep eHaokl ywi S phi roitth earn
(Acts 2:4). As with all Godds wonders, there
the miracle. 0 God unt o al |Salvatoa is fercall. Patkaging the message

in the | anguages of many pecgdcgpéadfthece o mmuni cat e
redemptive plan. OFor the promise is to you a

afar off é®dP({rwsa.c h3 2 )hke goadmaelvs & news. News is meant to

be broadcasted, especially good news. This news is not just good, butthe b est

news. It deserves the best advertising dword of mouth. 0 AlI'l  Scri pture is i
of Goldhhed men of Pentecost spoke not by their ¢
gave them utterance. 6 Peoples then and now we
message.0 That t hey al | Atthe Yoweref Babal &od&cattered

mankind by confusing his speech. At the cross He reconciled all nations to Himself.

The miraculous tongues signified the gospel &s
bysinnc God has maesegus$ hiLer d a il mi@able of tenguesisaid

that Jesus | ives and reigns. o0Being exalted t
this which you now see and heaspeakihgstllhasa3) . Th
message for us. Hear it. Live it. Pass it on. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Show me your signs each day to know that you are Lord.

58 | Page



Saturday

Read together Psalm 2
Hymn for the day: o0Glory! GIlory! Hal |l el ujah! ¢

ltds A Small World After Al

| stopped to watch a crew of ants working to move  a little piece of potato chip. It

struck me how very small they were next to me and how vulnerable. | can blow d not

very hard dand accomplish what it takes the whole colony of them to do. | can take

a twig and with a couple of sweeps bring havoc to their ~ miniature world. A
carelessly placed footstep and the entire pro
amazing is that they seem not to notice me unless | get in their way. They go about

their business unaware that |1 ddm wat eyhgivaeg and
me. They scurry along oblivious to the giant hovering over their world. | looked

away from the ants securing their daily bread and up at the clouds traversing a

pale blue sky. Somewhere beyond the clouds the Father and His Son look down on

our blue -green orb. Like tiny ants occupied with tiny projects that seem so big and

i mportant in our tiny world, wedve not ti me t
the Gentle Giant of the Heavens who holds our world in His hands. How silly for me

tolookdown and see the ant and then |l ook up and r
do the nations rage, and the people plot a va
busy getting our |little piece of the potato c

really is. - Jason Moore

Pray together: Lord, show me how small my boat and how large your ocean.
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The Family Together & Week 12
Daily Devotions For The Family

Sunday

Read together Ephesians 5:15 -21
Hymn for the day: 0Sing and be happyo

Sunday Morning Starters:

Sing and youdll be happy.

Pray and youdl | be content.

Read and youdl |l be edified.
Commune and youol |l be humbl ed.
Encourage and youdl | be motivated.
Listen and youdll be challenged.
Try and youol |l be better.

Pray together: Make my worship today be filled with joy.

Monday

Read together Matthew 5:13 -16
Hymn for the day: oO0Ye Are The Light Of The Wo

Proper Concern For Influence

The public acknowledgment of sin | dve heard m
bad exampl e. 6 sdourageothelpahitent man sekking forgiveness, but |

have at times been concerned for some whodve
some concern themselves with influence only a
that theyodve been 0 angbnedutenydataly WeeeGeehlyr a |
someone who cared about their conduct. If your light is only turned on when

somebody who stands for righteousness is watching, God receives no glory in that.

The oObad exampled confessi on shameyofadriting be used

your real sin. We dond6ét need a public confess
intermediary for the penitent saint. But i f vy
itds known abroad at work or school ,t the chur
youdve hurt their i nfluence. More than anyt hi
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